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Experts say water crisis could 
spell disaster in few years 
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. By Racd AI Abed 

Slur Stuff Writer 
MANY SEE it as :i seasonal 
wilier shortage, hut Jordan's 
water crisis is here to stay and 
nu nutter how hard the go* em¬ 
inent tries in nveruiili/e exist¬ 
ing resources or develop new 
ones, the water challenge 
remains ore: of the most daunt¬ 
ing for the Kingdom and the 
region. 

One major factor thjt keeps 
the pressure building and t!ic 
crisis looming is population. 
Thai problem is being shared 
by Jordan, Palestine and 
Israel—three countries where 
water resources are scarce and 
population growth high. 

Experts agree that no less 
than SO percent of water 
resources in these territories 
are used for irrigation. They 
say that existing water 
resources in the three countries 
are able to support between 4.5 
to five million people. “We 
have today a population of 12 
million.” said Or Munthcr Had- 
d.tdin, a prominent interna¬ 
tional expert on water affairs, 
who also headed the Jordanian 
delegation on water at the mul¬ 
tilateral peace talks. 

"Thai.show* that it is not the 
fault of water resources, it is 
rather over-population. And wc 
know how that was caused, we 


know \i here the people in 
Israel came from, ue know 
where the Palestinians were 
displaced 10 ." lie added. 

The critical water situation is 
sending alarm signals in every 
direction. Jordan consumes «HN• 
million cubic meters of water 
annually About o50 metn ol 
which are obtained from natu¬ 
ral resources such as rain water 
and artisan wells. The rest is 
extracted from ancient aquifers, 
most of which are unn- 
rcticwahlc. 

“Our annual needs i»J water 
are higher than r *(X) mem. The 
needs of an individual (rom 
water in the third world coun¬ 
tries. as specified by inlernn- 
tinn.il standards, is HHH) cubic 
meters annually which is 
around the Absolute Water 
Scarcity." said Mr Ismail 
Hashom. a water expert, and a 
partner in Hydroiceh Interna¬ 
tional. a company dealing with 
water resources and develop¬ 
ment. “In Jordan the individual 
share is 220 cubic meters 
yearly—which is way below 
the absolute scarcity line." 

It is estimated that Jordan's 
tour million inhabitants need 
ahnut four billion cubic meters 
of water annually. This 
includes water for agriculture 
(65\r), domestic (29C;), and 
industry (6^-1. 



<wm 




k- .j* 

-icit **•. 


Water shortage: A lingering problem 


In Jordan, the individual 
daily share of water is 85 liters 
compared to about MX) tilera in 
Israel, while it is only 10 lilcis 
in Ca/a Strip. However, the 
daily individual share in the US 
is MM I liters and in Canada it is 
400 liters. 

Water experts believe tlint 
the problem that needs urgent 


national attention is the increas¬ 
ing salinity of both surface and 
ground water. This has been 
anrihuied lu overdraft condi¬ 
tions. low recharge and return 
Mow from irrigated areas, espe¬ 
cially in the Jordan River. 

Rainfall forms the main 
source of water recharge in the 
country. But the annual average 


1 ol rainfall in Jor¬ 
dan fluctuates 
| hetween 50 to 600 
j mm annually, com- 
I pared rn 2(t(M.i mm 
I annually in Turkey, 
j The total annual 
! iate ol rainfall is 
j estimated at eight 

j billion cubic 

I meters. unfortu- 

tlately. d2 percent 
fICd of this is evapo- 

rated, while the rest 
feeds both surface 
jiu) groundwater 
j resources. 

A latest study 
RjjPlBg conducted by the 

Water Authority, 
says that the annual 
j average of the 

renewable water 
resources is U/JU 
• mem. 715 mem of 

. which is surface 

water, distributed 
in 15 aquifers and 
270 mcm renewable 
groundwater distributed on 11 
aquifers. 

These aquifers are targets to 
illegal extraction, which affects 
Ihc whole water situ:.:ion in 
Jordan. Water Authority 

sources .stated that AI A/./.raq 
aquifer, alone, witnessed the 
drilling of MM) illegal wells. 
Licenses were given for 200 


US pushes hard 


News analysis 

for support against Iraq 
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By Robin Wright 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

WASHINGTON—In the cur¬ 
rent showdown in Iraq, the 
United States has spent almost 
as much energy—and arguably 
more clout—dealing with its 
friends as iL has with Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. But 
just how much Washington has 
to show for its efforts has 
become one of the most contro¬ 
versial aspects of the Gulf 
crisis. 

Kuwait finally agreed to let 
a few thousand US troops— 
even the number was conten¬ 
tious—deploy in the tiny sheik¬ 
dom. But the four-day delay 
after the Pentagon announced 
the deployment was a far cry 
from the plaintive appeals six 
yeans ago to dispatch hundreds 
of thousands of American 
troops and anything else Wash¬ 
ington was prepared to provide 
to confront Baghdad, 

Although the Clinton admin¬ 
istration has secured broad sup¬ 
port within the United States 
for its get-tough policy, the 
embarrassing Kuwait episode 
is a microcosm of US problems 
in dealing with key parlies in 
the former 38-member coali¬ 
tion that fought the 1991 Gulf 
War. It also reflects fundamen¬ 
tal differences between "Oper¬ 
ation Desert Storm" and the 
1996 sequel launched with 


•Operation Desen Strike." 

For some allies, not enough 
is at stake this lime. For others, 
the incentives have shifted over 
the last six years—sometimes 
in Iraq's favor. 

‘The old coalition doesn't 
exist anymore." said James A. 
Plackc. a former US diplomat 
in Iraq now with Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates, 
"But it's somewhat misleading 
to look at it that way. In each 
adventure with Saddam, the 
national interests of each stale 
and the circumstances of the 
crisis have varied, so it's not 
surprising that you can’t mar¬ 
shal the same team each time." 

The Gulf states still view 
Saddam as a menace. Yet for 
many of the emirates, the direct 
dangers are not high enough 
nor is the proposed US 
response large enough to make 
the price of open endorsement 
of Clinton's efforts worth the 
risks, analysis said. "Neither 
Kuwaiti nor Saudi Arabian oil 
was threatened this time." said 
Judith Kipper, co-director of 
the Middle East program at the 
Center for Strategic and Inter¬ 
nationa] Studies. 

After limited US action, Sad¬ 
dam and the problem he repre¬ 
sents also are still around. The 
core issue is unresolved. Mean¬ 
while. Ihe suffering of the Iraqi 
people grows—a plight now- 
bound to worsen wim post- 
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ponement nr a United Nations 
deal allow-ing Baghdad to sell 
oil so (hat it can purchase 
humanitarian supplies. 

As frustration deepens over 
the US inability to rid Iraq of 
Saddam. Golf regime* are 
ready for something decisive. 
Yet current American tactics 


(n search of a u/inner 


just seem to be more of the 
same, with no end in sight, ana¬ 
lysts said. 

"I'm hearing a kit of people 
say that US policy is not work¬ 
ing. and. if we can't get rid ol 
him. then wc should adopt a 
different strategy," said Rich¬ 
ard Murphy, a funner ambassa¬ 


dor to Saudi Arabia who is now 
at the Council on Foreign Rela¬ 
tions and in the Gulf region. 

Geoffrey Kemp, a former 
Reagan administration National 
Security Council staff member. 

Continued on pagc3 


Searchers to probe Swiss banks 
for gold stolen by Nazis 


By William D, 

Montalbano 

lA Times-Washmstun Post 
News Sen’ice 

LONDON—As a boy. Sebas- 
rian Komhauser remembers 
teing fascinated by his grand- 
nxnher’s talcs 
of life back in 

Poland more lcV^rJ 

lhan half a ccn- 

m ago. But rr t It vwv 

over lime, the , 

SU £ Report 

angrier he got. 

"What hap¬ 
pened to us is an outrage. I 
want to legally reclaim whai 
has-been taken from my fam- 
•ly." the Londoner said. 

At 2J. he may be the young¬ 
est player in a suddenly revived 
quest to recover gold the Nazis 
stole from conquered nations. 

Jewish businesses and individ¬ 


ual Jews during World War II. 

Billions remain in the secure 
and quiet vaults of Swiss 

banks, according to :i British 
government report published 
Iasi week on the heels of new 
US research. And the Swiss. 

abandoning their 
habitual refuge in 
j I*. 3} bank secrecy 

p laws, say they will 

aj&gf try to help unravel 

dormant accounts 

O r + of Jews who died 

I L in the Holocaust. 

Meeting Mon¬ 
day. the Swiss 
Parliament is set to approve 
legislation allowing the invevti- 
n at ion of Jewish assets 
entrusted to Swiss hanks 
between 1933 and 1945. Audi¬ 
tors for a joint commission of 
Swiss hankers and Jewish 
groups headed by Paul 
VoJcker. a former chairman of 


the LIS Federal Reserve, will 
examine the dormant accounts. 

On Wednesday, during an 
official visit to Switzerland. 
British Foreign Secretary Mal¬ 
colm Rilkind will press Swiss 
authorities for an accounting 
and restitution of the gold and 
other assets lost by the families 
of Nazi victims—accounts 
built lor survival by German 
and East European Jews who 
never got a chance to use them. 

Bankers in Switzerland— 
which was neutral during the 
war—say that reality is not apt 
In match popular imagination 
of a rightful balancing of the 
books. 

”We have every interest in 
settling the matter, once and for 
all." Mathis Gibiallavctta. 
chief executive of the Union 
Bank of Switzerland, (old 
reporters in Singapore last 


week. But. lie cautioned, peo¬ 
ple expecting to find "hillions 
and zillions" in bullion arc 
likely in he disappointed. 

The British government 
report, produced under pressure 
from Jewish organizations, esti¬ 
mate* that around $500 million 
in German gold was in Swiss 
banks when the war ended. 
That is about $4 billion at 
today's prices. On the theory 
that something was better than 
nothing, the report says, alter 
Ihc war the Allies negotiated 
the return of about $60 million 
of the original $500 million lor 
distribution to European gov¬ 
ernments whose reserves had 
been looted. 

The vast majority of the gold 
came from ilv national treasu¬ 
ries of countries that the Nazis 
had conquered. Some had been 
stolen or extorted from Jews 
and other enemies of the Third 


Reich. Most was melted down 
and recast into new. anony¬ 
mous ingots. Some may have 
contained the melted jewelry 
and teeth fillings of Holocaust 

victims. 

"Rivers of gold flowed out 
of Nazi Germany. Its banks 
were in Switzerland." said Grc- 
ville Janncr. a member of Par¬ 
liament and chairman of the 
Holocaust Educational Trust 
here. 

The Swiss Bankers Associa¬ 
tion says that a recent survey of 
its members uncovered 775 
accounts dormant since 1945 
with around S40 million in 
them. Volcker's team will 
focus on accounts like these on 
a case-by-casc basis, with the 
burden of proof resting heavily 
on potential claimants. ■ 


new wells near Ai Mafroq aqui¬ 
fer, despite warnings by experts 
that this area cannot accommo¬ 
date that many wells. This is 
not to mention the randomly 
drilled wells, particularly, in 
Wadi Arabu, Jordan Valley and 
near Al Dlsi aquifer. 

Most ol the wjtcr from these 
wells is used to irrigate farms 
and rented lands at' very low 
prices. The total over-use of 
water from these wells is cur¬ 
rently estimated at 200 mcm 
annually. The free-of-charge 
water is estimated at 50 mcm 
annually, which equals half of 
Amman's water needs. 

"They overuse water when it 
is available. This can lead to 
problems such as excessive 
groundwater pumping, deterio¬ 
ration of water quality, soil log¬ 
ging and salinity." said Mr 
Hashetn. “As a result of exces¬ 
sive groundwater pumping. AI 
Zarqa aquiler. AI Azzraq aqui¬ 
fer and AI Haiubat springs have 
almost been drained resulting 
in a lower level of groundwater 
and a higher level of saliniLv." 

Another major problem is 
water loss through old and fail¬ 
ing water network. Water 
Authority studies show that in 
1994 the Authority pumped 
220 mcm of water through 

Continued on page2 


Collective resignations 
could create 
constitutional crisis 

By Hamdan Al Hajj 

Special to The Slur 

THE RELATIONS between the government and the 22-member 
opposition deputies have reached an anii-climav. The legislators 
arc threatening to resign their parliamentary seats and create a con¬ 
stitutional crisis. Their collective threat to resign has already send 
alarm bells ringing in the corridors of government. If they do carry 
out their promise then a third of the seats in the House is likely to 
be empty when the next session of the Lower House meets next 
October. 

During their regular meeting in Parliament. Wednesday, the op¬ 
position legislators protested the "deterioration of the economic 
and political situation in the country." also blaming the "govern¬ 
ment and its new policies.” 

The 22-opposition deputies bloc which was funned to protest 
the government's decision to lift subsidy on bread and animal (od¬ 
der. criticized the government for "creating a political crisis and es¬ 
calating tension in the House.” repeating (heir accusations against 
the government of “insulting Parliament." 

They stressed that there will he "no cooperation hetween the 
House and this government.” which will face more “tension and 
confrontation.” 

In a surprising move, the opposition deputies welcomed "early 
parliamentary elections.” to give people the chance to "freely ex¬ 
press themselves and choose their representinges. on a clean and 
just basis." 

They demanded a "modem electoral law", that overcomes "the 
negative features of the one man one vote electoral system." 

This raised a lot of questions and there -is a widespread talk 
about the future of the Lower House in political saloons. Indeed 
because of the tensions, there is an increasing doubt-w hether the 
parliamentary session will be held on time. However, the Parlia¬ 
ment is expected to meet between 15 and 23 of the month. 

Observers pointed out to the possibility of extending the session 

Continued on page3 


Muslim president wins 
Bosnian elections 


By Tracy Wilkinson 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

SARAJEVO—The Muslim 
president of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina has emerged as 
the Lop votc-gener in this coun¬ 
try’s first postwar election and 
was headed for a seat in the 
new three-person presidency 
designed to force enemies to 
share power. 

Election officials said Presi¬ 
dent Alija Izctbegovic sur¬ 
passed Momcilo Krajisnik, a 
hard-line Bosnian Serb nation¬ 
alist who campaigned on the 
promise of Serb secession. 
Krajisnik would take the sec¬ 
ond spot in the collective 
presidency. 

Whether the two can work 
together will serve as the basis 
for the future stability of a 
country where Muslims, Serbs 
and Croats battled lor 43 
months before a US-brokereu 
accord and 60.<XHj NATO 
troops brought a fragile peace. 

Overall, and as expected. the 
three ethnic-based nationalist 
panics that took Bosnia to war 
were leading in a vote count 
that has been unusually slow. 
US-backed opposition ponies 
were for ihe most pan running 
poor seconds. 

Both lzeibegovic and Krajis¬ 
nik were assured seats in the 
presidency but the contest was 
who would take the highest 
number of votes and win the 
chairmanship—and the sym¬ 
bolic and real power that goes 
with it. 


The prospect of a 
victory by Krajis¬ 
nik. a close ally of 
indicted war crimes 
suspect Radovan 
Karad 2 ic, had 
alarmed the Mus¬ 
lim-led Sarajevo 
government and 
especially US offi¬ 
cials involved in 
carrying out the 
Dayton peace plan 
and (he next compli¬ 
cated phase of 
building govern¬ 
ment institutions. 

John Komblum. US 
assistant secretary 
of state, was dis¬ 
patched to Sarajevo 
for the second time 
in less than a week. 

Under the new 
constitution framed Jzetbeeovic 
in the peace accord. ** 6 

the Bosnian Serb 
half of the country elects the 
Serb member of the presi¬ 
dency. and the other half, the 
Muslim-Croal Federation, 
elects a Muslim and a Croat— 
bowing to the ethnic partition 
that most analysts regard as 
permanent and irreversible. 

Izctbegovic had roughly 80 
percent of the vote cast for 
Muslim candidates: Krajisnik 
had more than 70 percent of 
the vote for Bosnian Serb 
candidates. 

Where Izctbegovic faced 
only a token challenge in vote- 
taking by a former prime min¬ 
ister who did not do as well as 




expected. Krajisnik appeared to 
have been burr by a fate and 
surprising surge by rival Bos¬ 
nian Serb candidate M laden 
Ivanic. 

Ivanie represented a social¬ 
ist-led coalition backed by 
Slobodan Milosevic, the presi¬ 
dent of neighboring Serbia, and 
was part of a fledgling opposi¬ 
tion movement based in the 
Bosnian Serb city of Banja 
Luka that hoped in challenge 
Karadzic's Serb Democratic 
Party and its iron-tight grasp 

Continued on page3 


APIB opens doors at a 
capital of $20 million 


EN ANOTHER step to support the Palestinian econ¬ 
omy, the Arab Palestine Investment Bank ( APIB) was 
established in Ra mail ah last June. The APIB general 
assembly met In Raraallah recently to elect its first 
board of directors and announce the hank's official 
opening. 

The board, which was chaired by Mr Abdul 
Majeed Shomaa, held its first meeting last Monday at 
the premises of the Arab Bank. Its capital is $20 mil¬ 
lion. The Arab Bank's contribution is 55 percent. 
World Bank 25 percent, German Development and 
investment Corp^ 15 percent and the Enterprise 
Investment Co., five percent. 

The Bank's activities cover granting short and 
mid-term loans to investment, industrial, agricultural 
and touristic projects. The shareholders promised to 
provide the Bank with long-term loans worth $36 mil¬ 
lion to enable It to perform its development role. 

Sources at the Arab Bank in Amman said that an 
agreement was signed between the Arab Palestine 
Investment Bank and the Arab Bank according to 
which the latter provides training and expertise. ■ 
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Only few more patients and 
/ can change carsl 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 


Children’s death 
remains a mystery 




■ The case of the two children who died mysteriously in 
their Shmeisani apartment last week has shocked the nation. 
Hani. 6. and Haneen, 9, Al Masri were found dead by their 
mother Wednesday morning. Police, who are still investigat¬ 
ing the deaths, have not yet announced the findings of 
pathologists who performed autopsy on the two children to 
determine the cause of death. Their mother had left them for 
no more than 20 minutes that morning to drive their father 
to work. The family had breakfast together earlier and the 
children were preparing to go to school. When she returned 
she found both children unconscious. Both were pronounced 
dead upon arrival to a nearby hospital. Initial reports sug¬ 
gested that the children had died of food poisoning. But one 
week laLer the nature of the liquid substance that was found 
in the stomachs of the two victims remains unclear to Inves¬ 
tigators. Police pathologists were still carrying out extensive 
tests and have ruled out gas poisoning as rumored by some 
newspapers. The possibility of foul play has not be ruled out 
either. The liquid material that was found had badly dam¬ 
aged the linings of the stomach lead to internal bleeding and 
finally to suffocation. 




HRH Prince Hassan, the Regent, headed Tuesday's cabinet 
session at the prime ministry. The Regent said that it is prema¬ 
ture to talk about a coordinated Arab action in relation to the 
peace process though Arabs agree on some basic Issues like the 
settlements and refugees. He said it is imperative to reempha¬ 
size the right for Palestinians to return and be compensated. 


Fighting corruption 

■ The government appears to 
be fighting corruption thick 
and fast. According to the Min¬ 
ister of Information, Dr Mar- 
wan Al Moasher. another 34 
cases of corruption and misuse 
have been presented to the 
public prosecutor. This brings 
the number of corruption cases 
so far to 101. Some of the trials 
of these cases have already 
started. But the Special Com¬ 
mittee for Investigating Cor¬ 
ruption and Bribery, which was 
set up by the General Intelli¬ 
gence Department, is still con¬ 
tinuing its task, and no doubt 
many more cases of misuse 
will soon appear. But the min¬ 
ister said the cases for August 
include cigarette and clothes 
smuggling in the Zerqa Free 
Trade Zlone. What is interest¬ 
ing here, also, is that Dr Al 
Moasher said chat large quanti¬ 
ties of fake Supply Coupons 
were intercepted. These origi¬ 
nated from outside the country. 
The ringleaders of these, 
intended to print more coupons 
that deal with sugar and rice. 

Dead chickens for 
sale! 

■ This time it is Zerqa. No, it 


is not violence or corruption, it 
is rotten chicken! Municipality 
officials have uncovered a gang 
that has been selling chicken 
that is unfit for public con¬ 
sumption, and they could have 
been doing it for months and 
even years. It was reported that 
officials came to know of the 
existence of the “chicken gang" 
by chance, when one of their 
members refused to destroy the 
infected chickens saying he 
would dump them in the city’s 
garbage dump. This aroused 
the suspicion of the official, 
who followed the man. It was 
found- that the dead chickens 
were taken to a far away area 
where they were cleaned and 
sold to the public. Zerqa was a 
gold mine for the gang since 
there is about 200 chicken 
forms in the area that produce 
45 percent of the Kingdom’s 
need. 

Labor, education 

and getting lost 

■ The Minister of Labor, Dr 
Abdel Hafez Al Shakhanbeh, is 
rather pleased with himself 
these days. He says Saudi Ara¬ 
bia has taken more than 2,000 
Jordanian teachers this year. 
This is indeed good news, and 


should lead to lower unemploy¬ 
ment in the domestic market, 
the good doctor points out 
However. Al Sabcel weekly 
pointed out that tens of teach¬ 
ers who were taken by the Sau¬ 
dis turned back shortly after¬ 
wards. They said that after they 
arrived to Jeddah, they found 
out that the village they have 
been assigned to was about 600 
Kilometers away. What's more 
there was no public transport 
and teachers had to find their 
way by themselves. In the vil¬ 
lages, they were in for more 
shocks. There was no water, 
electricity or telephones. It is 
said also that there was no 
shops and they had to travel 
about 200 Kilometers to buy 
their daily needs. However, the 
teachers returned to Jordan 
shortly afterwards. They are 
now demanding that they be 
found new jobs by the Ministry 
of Education. 

Recriminations in 
Muslim Brotherhood 

■ Could the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood in Jotdan be facing prob¬ 
lems or is it a figment of one's 
imagination, Whatever, the- cqse,-, 
the Brotherhood has recently'lost' 
one of its ablest members. Dr 
Salah Al Khali di was one of the 



leading members of the Brother¬ 
hood in the late 1980s. Dr Kha- 
lidi is angry with the movement. 
. He says that ‘It has lost the lest" 
and became preoccupied with 
issues that are not related to the 
religious message: 

He added that the Brotherhood 
“has sought to satisfy the govem- 
menr in favor of ministeriaJ 
posts. But as usual, the resigna¬ 
tion of Al Khalidi is being seen 
by observers as one more strain 
between 
the doves 
and the 
hawks in 
the gov¬ 
ernment. 

This is 
especially 
the case, 
since the 
Muslim 
Brotherho 
od has 
officially 

expelled Ahmed Al Kassasbeh 
from its ranks only a few days 
before the latter resignation. The 
two issues don’t seem to be con¬ 
nected as Al Khlaidi’s resigna¬ 
tion appears to be about party 
dogma rather than anything else. 

Bu{ .the..resignation 
opened up a can of worms 
between the hawks and *the 
doves. Although the former are 


Al Omoush 


laying dormant, the latter are tak¬ 
ing (he initiatives. For weeks now 
speculation has continued about 
the Islamic Action From, the. 
political arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood as taking pan in the 
Kabariti government. 

But such speculation raises a 
number of issues. Whether the 
government would go out for a 
reshuffle or indeed if it will stay 
in power. However, what is of 
our immediate concern is the 
behind-the-scenes negotiations 
that appear to be going on pres- 
endy, although these are bong ' 
strongly denied by the leadership - 
of the movement Recent state¬ 
ments by IAF deputies Dr Bas- 
sam A! Omoush and Dr Abdallah 
Al Akaiteh indicate that they 
would be willing to join the gov¬ 
ernment. Dr Al Omoush went on 
to suggest that even the Jordan- 
fcraeli peace treaty is a feat 
accompli However, his state¬ 
ments have brought swift denun¬ 
ciations from the Shura. Council 
of the IAF. 

The council staled categori¬ 
cally and once and for all that 
they don’t wish to join the Kaba¬ 
riti government and said that AJ 
Omoush’s statements caused the 
movement a lot of embarrass¬ 
ment. particularly since they are a 
vociferous opponents of the poli¬ 
cies of the Kabariti government* 
and particularly those that relate 
to die latest price hikes of bread 
and fodder. 

Karak conference to 
be held shortly 

■ The first conference on 
Karak will be held very 
shortly. The organizer, the Jor¬ 
dan Center for Studies and 
Information, is stillin the prep¬ 
aration stage for the seminar. 
The head of the center, Mr 
Bifol Hassan Al Tal. said that 
(lie conference will be the kick¬ 
off point for the start of a num¬ 
ber of conferences on Jorda- 



The South African leader, Mr Nelson Mandela, will be 
coming to Jordan in November, it was confirmed by the 
South African Embassy in Amman. Press speculations 
that Mr Mandela would be coming to Jordan in the next 
day or two, were strenuously deeded. 


man towns and cities, like Salt, 
Jcrash and Irbid. A number of 
scientific papers have already 
been prepared on the economic 
and cultural life of Jerash. 

Latest parliament, 
magazine appears 

■ The latest special issue of 
Risala Majles Al Ununa has 
just been published. Its packed 
with information about the role 
of Parliament not just in Jordan 
but all over the world. The 
journal, which appears every 
two months, includes articles 
by Islamic Action Front Dep¬ 
uty, Dr Bassam'Al Omoush and 


Abdel Baqi Gararao, an inde¬ 
pendent deputy. Dr Netham 
Barakat, the head of the 
Department of Political Sci¬ 
ence. contributed an article 
about Parliaments in the world. 

. The issue follows up the Lower 
House activities and decisions. 
There is also-an interview with 
the deputy Abd Al Baqi 
Gammo under the title “Parlia¬ 
mentarians in Memory”. 
Another item was about the 
Parliament from the point of 
view of press. This part tackles 
the press association law in 
particular and the the proposed 
amendments. 


Experts say water crisis 


Continued from page 1 
water pipelines for domestic 
use, but it collected the pay¬ 
ment of only 98 mcm. This 
indicates that the water loss is 
about 52 percent as e result of 
the delapidated water network, 
while the worst loss level 
worldwide is about 25 percent 


The Authority has recently 
launched a water network reha¬ 
bilitation program which will 
cost JD 200 million. 

Meanwhile, if the present 
tendency continues, experts 
believe Jordan will reach the 
‘zero’ point concerning water 
in less than 20 years. This 
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Delightfully Indian 

The delights of New Delhi are no longer 
a continent away - at least when you 
have lunch at Bukhara Restaurant! 

Every day during the months of 
July, August & September 
you will have the chance to win a free 
ticket to India with Emirates Airimes 
Sc accommodation at the Taj Palace 
Inter*Continental in New Delhi. 

For reservations, please call 641361 ext 2222 

One world. One hotel. 
Uniquely Inter-Continental 
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i he medicifija! powers of 
herbs are popular again 


requires “an urgent step to limit 
the volume of water pumped 
for irrigation, before nature 
imposes its rules,” said Dr Elias 
Salameh. a hydrology professor 
at the University of Jordan. Jor¬ 
dan “needs a radical water 
management program that 
takes decisive decisions. 
Because the current flexible 
style of management will lead 
the country to destruction." 

The relationship between 
Jordan’s diminishing water 
resources and rising needs of 
the population is deteriorating 
at fast rate. In 1991 the individ¬ 
ual share from water was 293 
cubic meter, but -now it is 
expected to decrease to 176 cm 
by the year 2000. In 2025 when 
Jordan's population is expected 
to number 10 million, the indi¬ 
vidual share will be 88 cm 

Among the available solu¬ 
tions is Al Disi aquifer project 


which could solve the water 
problems of Amman, at a cost 
of S50 million. The govern¬ 
ment presented the project to 
Amman Economic Summit last 
year but no steps have been 
taken so far. 

“Many Jordanians have 
experience in the field of water 
desalination since most got 
their experience working in the 
Arab Gulf states,” Mr Hashem 
said; The Gulf desalination sta¬ 
tions produce 50 percent of the 
world’s Output of desalinated 
water. ^The issue is merely a 
matter of finance, not technol¬ 
ogy," he added. 

On the regional cooperation, 
Jordan and Syria are yet to 
carry out their agreement, 
readied over two decades ago, 
to build a dam on the Yarmouk 
River. But- before both can 
secure international financing 
they need the approval of Israel 
which also has access to the - 
Yarmouk. 

While many experts believe 
Turkey could provide a long¬ 
term solution to the region’s 


water shortage, the projects 
that were proposed earlier in 
the eighties never really took 
off. *I\irkey’s Ceyhan and 
Seyhan rivers discharge over 
50 billion cubic meters of 
water in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Still regional cooperation 
in the field of waier is a com¬ 
plicated process and is linked 
to political stability and 
finance. 

“The challenge would he to 
preserve what we have, not to 
degrade its "quality. To man¬ 
age it right, you do not over 
extract water . from the 
ground, and that means better 
management," Dr Haddadin 
said. “If also means spending, 
you have to invest. When you 
look at us, Jordanians, Pales¬ 
tinians, Israelis, we three are 
the worst case, Israel has the 
advantage of having higher 
per capita incomes, that 
leaves Jordan and the Pales¬ 
tinians with over-population 
and less money to spend on 
water resources."* 







September issue is now 
on selected newsstands 
for more information 
Call 645-380 


AM AIBIIMI WE CAN AIL BE PROUD Of 

Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the 
youngest and most modemfleets, with a large destination list including key 
centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus Airways is among 
the world's Top 8 airlines decanting to a recent UK survey. 

Cyprus Airways. Your airline. Our airline. An edrtinewe can ati be proud of. 

CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

LARNACA, AMSTERDAM, ATHENS, BAHRAIN, 

BEIRUT, RERUN, BIRMINGHAM, BRUSSEL & 

**./ CAIRO,DAMASCUS, DUBAI,FRANKFURT, 

GENEVA, HAMBURG, HERAKUON, 

JEDDAH, LONDON, MANCHESTER, 

MOSCOW, MUNICH, PARIS, 

RHODES, RIYADH, ROME, 

SALZBURG, KUWAIT, 

TEL AVIV, THESSALONIKI, 

VIENNA, ZURICH, 

. . NEW YORK & KUWAIT 
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An essential 
guide to speed 
ramps 

mr- Speed ramps arc not 
supposed to be made of 
cat’s eyes or other phos¬ 
phoric and light reflecting 
objects that arc actually 
designed for highways to 
act as markers, especially 

when driving at night. 

What the municipality 
is doing is misusing these 
expensive objects which 
belong on our highways. 
The misuse comes out of 
gluing these markers to 
the asphalt in such a way 
that few days later most 
end up broken into little 
pieces because they are 
not designed to withstand 
enormous weights- In 
short what is being done 
now constitutes a drain to 
the city budget—in other 
words taxpayers' money. 

And yes we believe 
they do damage cars no 
matter how fast, or slow, 
one drives, especially 
when they him into little 
bits and pieces, like shrap¬ 
nel. that protrude in every 
direction. 

Yes a solution must be 
found to speeding cars at 
intersections. A solution 
exists. It is called traffic 
law. Stop signs should be 
planted at every intersec¬ 
tion—now they are not. 
Making a complete halt at 
slop signs-must be made 
compulsory—police and 
VIP's included. This 
should be done first by 
publicizing the regulation 
in the local media, espe¬ 
cially on TV hy running 
one minute public service 
commercials every hour 
and for at least a month 
until everybody gets the 
message. Before wc can 
deul with this problem, wc 
must change the behavior 
of drivers. Ramps will not 
stop them if they are not 
conditioned to slow down 
before reaching an 
intersection. 

Those who lived in the 
US far a while, and drove 
there, remember only too 
well that making a com¬ 
plete stop at an intersec¬ 
tion became second nature 
to drivers even if the way 
was clear on all sides. 

As to ramps, which 
obviously cannot be 
installed at every intersec¬ 
tion in town. well. Greater 
Amman ■ Munfcipality 
.engineers in cooperation 
with the Traffic Dept., can 
go back to specialized text 
books and implement rec¬ 
ommended designs. There 
are two such designs in 
Amman, the traditional 
hump-like asphalt ramp 
used in the driveways of 
the Royal Automobile 
Club, and one, more 
expensive but very practi¬ 
cal. the rubber ramps 
recently installed at the 
entrance of the Marriott 
Hotel. Both are made (o 
last for a long time—and 
both will make a reckless 
driver think twice as he or 
she approaches a danger¬ 
ous intersection. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


;: . Tiritidn 

• Economical private tuition 
in small groups. IGCSE/GCE, 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology. 

Maths, English for primary and pi 
Middle School, tel: 679207 , “ 

- Rare Books ?.“• 

• Antiquarian books and old 
prints by David Roberts and 
W. H. Bartlett For sale. Views 
of Jerusalem, The Holy Land 
and Petra. Please call 664805. 

Friendship 

• I would like to correspond 
with ALL Arabs for cultural 
exchange and friendship. I 
want to learn more about the 
life in today's Middle EasL I 
am sincere in my intentions. 

Stanley Sullivan 

<ssulliva@fn2.freeneulh.fl.us 

Northside Villas, 2711 Allen 
'Road, Apt. H.-19, Tallahassee 
Florida 32312, USA. ’ 
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Symposium highlights 
Jordan’s role in radiosurgery 
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By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff writer 

THE MEDICAL sector in Jor¬ 
dan is today witnessing major 

developments. Because of the 

advanced medical equipments 
that are introduced daily, the 
performance of Jordanian hos¬ 
pitals is reaching top levels. 
One of the major medical 

revolutions in Jordan has 
recently taken place in the 
Neurosurgery field. This was 
.ifrer the Ibn A1 H ait ham Hos¬ 
pital cooperated with the Inter¬ 
national Company for Medical 
Investment in Jordan to buy the 
Gamma Knife equipment. The 
Knife, obtained from the Swed¬ 
ish company. EIckta. is consid¬ 
ered one of rhe most up-to-date 
Techniques in radiosurgery. Ji is 
used to remove brain tumors 
without the need for open 
surgery. 

In order to highlight the .vig- 
nilieanee of the machine in Jor¬ 
dan and the Arab world, the 
Pan-Arab Union for Neurologi¬ 
cal Sciences held recently the 
International Symposium and 
Workshop on Minimal Inva¬ 
sive Neurosurgery between lb- 
18 September at Philudephia 
Hotel. 

Chaired by the president of 
the union. Dr Muhammad 
Fadli, the symposium, which 
was inaugurated by Princess 
Christina from Sweden and 
Prince Ra'ed bin Zcid and 
Princess Magda Bin Ra'cd. 
hosted a large number of lead¬ 
ing doctors and medical 
experts from Arab and foreign 
countries. 

Being the first country in the 
Middle East to make use of the 
Gamma Knife. Jordan is now 
seen as a regional center for 
patients who need this kind of 
surgery. This new method has 
replaced the traditional open 
surgeries for certain brain 
tumors. 

"Only in some cases, the 
Gamma Knife "must" be an 
alternative to the open surgery 
especially if the removed 
tumor reoccurs." Prof. Gerhard 



Professor Pertdl lecturing at the opening of the symposium 


Pend I from the university of 
Graz, Austria told The Star Dr 
Pend I, whu lecture J on ihc 
principles of the Gamma Knife 
radiosurgery, added that we 
still cannot wholly diqxMiM: 
with the (radiliun.il method <» 
surgery. 

"We are thinking of 4 society 
that would help nuke this new 
treatment accessible to all those 
who need it.** said Dr Ishaq 
Maraqa from Jordan, the presi¬ 
dent of the Jordjn Medical 
Association 

He added that the number ol 
patients who have been treated 
by the machine in Jordan so tar 
is JI hut the final results cannot 
be decided before three or six 
months." 

The cost of the treatment by the 
knife in Jordan is about $7000. 
This is almost half what it 
would cost to perform such sur¬ 
gery in Europe. 

The three-day workshop 
included sessions on the image 
guided surgery and a lecture on 


neurosurgery in the year 2(JtHt. 
One of the lectures Incused on 
the use ol robotics in surgery to 
localize tumors and treat them 
"‘Ihe cost of these equipments 
is high; they will he used on a 
vn.ill scale." said Pend/. 

The need lor radiosurgery 
varies from one country to 
-inolher. Jurd.ui vv.is able m 
obtain the machine because of 
its advanced medical abilities 
.irrd the . 1 v .11 lability of linunci.tf 
resources by the private medi¬ 
cal sector. 

Dr Pcndl stressed that some 
countries in Atrica cannot get 
the machine because their hos¬ 
pitals lack the basic medical 
equipments. He said that this is 
different in the case of Jordan, 
because ol the advanced state 
of medical technology. "Some 
African countries need to use 
the money they intended to use 
to buy the machine to improve 
water supplies and make them 
healthier." 

Other barriers which deprive 


some countries in the Middle 
East from obtaining this 
machine are financial. Egypt, 
for example, is one of che medi¬ 
cally qualified countries but its 
hospitals failed to use this kind 
nl 1 rent merit due 10 the shortage 
in linaiiei.il resources. 

Dr Ahmad Samir al Mulla. 
Irum Egypt vml that Egyptian 
doctois are thinking ot estab¬ 
lishing .1 society to buy the 
Gamma Knife. He added "we 
have benefited irom the Jorda¬ 
nian experience in this field." 
"The percentage of Egyptian 
patients who need this kind ot 
treatment is the highest in the 
world so we need more than 
one machine." 

The Gamma Knife Center 
was oil tci ally opened at the Ihn 
Al iiaitham Hospital and it is 
the only center of its kind in the 
Middle East. The holding ot (he 
conlerence in Amman reflects 
the coniideuce of international 
medical community in Jordan. 


The ‘thing’ lights up Amman’s 
skies but remains a puzzle 
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AMMAN (Star)—Ammanitcs 
were witnesses to an unex- 
:{ plained cosmic phenomenon 
; laic Thursday and early Friday 
> which many have now called 
the "thing". 

■ Eye witness confirmations 
! began to pile up when a sub- 
1 scribcr to a local public bullc- 
! tin board. NETS, posted a mes¬ 
sage in which he claimed to 

. have seen, along with a friend. 
. a "big thing falling from the 
sky" and producing light at 

■ about 12:45 Friday morning. 
; The incident. Mr Jawad 
; Hnkouz said. Look place in the 
; area of the airport highway 
; close to Pine Palace Rcstau- 
• rant. "This thing kept falling 

■ down." he said. 

‘ Among those who responded 


to Mr Hakouz plea for other 
eye witness accouinx were 
Minister of information Mar- 
wan Muasher who posted a 
message saying that he also 
saw the "thing' last Thursday 
while driving back from din¬ 
ner." He promised NETS users 
to do some investigations about 
the nature ol the phenomenon. 
But as messages kept coming it 
became apparent that many 
people saw the llare-like thing 
in various areas. One person 
said he saw the thing while 
driving in the Jordan Valley 
near Shouneb. 

"I was driving with my family 
from ihc Suuih Shouuch to 
Amman when we saw this 
thing that lit up the Sky," said 
Mr Fadi Ghundour. "1 thought 
it was a one of those flair gun> 


that ihey use when people are 
lost." 

Another eye witness. Huzetn 
Amin, said that at about 12:30 
that night "the sky lit with a 
flash-like bright bluish while 
light in two very short strohes. 
1 thought for a second it was 
lightning, so 1 went out to my 
terrace, and the clouds were 
way lar in the horizon." 

At least two accounts gave a 
different time lor the strange 
light burst. One said lhai while 
site was driving back from 
Sweileli at aboui K: 15 lhai 
same night "we saw the sky 
light up." While she did not see 
the “thing" falling from the 
skv. “the sky lit in a greyish 
colour that we actually ihuught 
that it may be thunder but since 


there were no clouds that night, 
we arc still wondering what it 
was!" 

Another eye witness. Safa Hij- 
a/in. posted a message saying 
that lie saw the lightening 
"while silting on a terrace at 
my friend's house in Gardens 
St. and we were lacing North 
...the sky lit all over the place 
and it really freaked us." His 
sighting was at about 9:30 
Thursday evening. 

While no official explanation 
has been made yet. experts 
tend to agree that the phenome¬ 
non may hjvc Itcen caused by 
meteorites entering the earth’s 
atmosphere. But since this can¬ 
not be confirmed, the "thing" 
will remain a mystery lor I lie 
lime being. ■ 


Tuitfo D 


US pushes hard 


te 

ey 

'g 

of. 


Rare 

A . 

• j .r. p.oio f, f 

" ,L-'i int c - 

•: 

f. ,- ; Klc- 1 - 1 

friend^ 

• ! 

•• f’ U „ 7 J «* s . 

* * 

Si "'" ’ „ 

“ V IhV ;> 



G° w hit 



Continued from pagel 

observed, that. "In private, the 
Gulf slates wish we'd send B- 
52s for a week and get it over 
with.” 

Each Gulf Mate also has 
more significant internal eco¬ 
nomic. social, political and 
security problems than it did in 
1990. Saudi Arabia has been 
the site of two terrorist attacks 
in the last year. And Gulf econ¬ 
omies arc still recovering from 
tens of billions of dollars paid 
out for the 1991 war and subse¬ 
quent operations. Backing 
Washington too publicly or 
forcefully could produce a 
domestic backlash or 
strengthen the voices of protest, 
analysts said. 

The dilemma is made worse 
by the issue of sovereignty. 
Responding to an invasion of 
another country is one thing. 
Attacking after troops move 
within a'country at the invita¬ 
tion of a local party—the cir¬ 
cumstances in northern Iraq 
that sparked the current crisis— 
is another. 

"With the exception of Egypt 
and Oman. Arab states were 
forged in the 20th century, 
most after World War If. so 
there's a deep anxiety about 
their own frontiers. Most states 
are worried about the prece¬ 
dents being set here-’* Murphy- 
said. 

For European members of 
ihe 1991 coalition, the biggest 
problem in the current IneeotT 
is that US aciions have been 
conducted outside the purview 
of the United Nations, accord¬ 
ing to US officials. Some oflhe 
European nations arc con¬ 
cerned about precedent. Others 
suffer from power envy. 

Each also has an agenda lhai 
reflects shifting prioriu'es. 


France. which provided 16.01 W 
troops and 40 warplanes in the 
1991 war, does not want to 
abandon the coalition. But, for 
economic reasons. Paris also 
docs not want to anger Iraq. 

Over (he Jn.sJ two years, the 
two main French oil compa¬ 
nies. Total and Elf Aqmuinc. 
have negotiated production- 
sh 11 ring agreements with Iraq's 
National Oil Co. for new nil 
fields discovered but not yet 
developed in southern Iraq. 
Placke said. The deals ha\e not 
been signed hut they are ready, 
whenever sanctions .ire eased. 

France's reaction to the cur¬ 
rent crisis mirrors its double 
interests. French warplanes 
continue to help patrol the pre¬ 
viously established "no-fly" 
zones in Iraq but not in the 
southern area expanded unilat¬ 
erally by Washington. 

Russia was another crilieui 
coalition member. During the 
Soviet Union's demise tn l l >9U- 
91. joining the coalition pro¬ 
vided legitimacy and leverage 
to a fast-fjding superpower 
Today. Russia is a born-again 
country struggling to reestab¬ 
lish its own influence and cli¬ 
ents. It. tou. has negotiated an 
oil development deal with Iraq. 

Because 01 its own internal 
war with the Chechens. Russia 
also is worried about (he princi¬ 
ple of international intervention 
when a government acts against 
its own people, as Moscow did 
with the separatist region ol 
Chechnya. "With ‘AM* "I dead 
in Chechnya. US action (in 
Iraq) sets a terrible precedent" 
as far as the Russians are con¬ 
cerned. Kemp said. 

And for the Turks, who 
Monday said they would not 
allow US use of a key military 
base even il Washington asked, 
reluctance relates to its own 


Kurdish problem, a divided 
government and funding. 
Ankara will lose millions from 
iin inactive pipeline now that 
the oil-for-food deal is on 
indefinite hold. 

Add to the mix LIS hum¬ 
bling—specifically failing to 
ask Kuwait if Washington 
could deploy troops and gener¬ 
ally to consult with allies —and 


the bigger surprise is 1 h .11 any¬ 
thing remain % of the original 
coalition, analysts said. 

But reports of the coalition's 
death are “premature." Kemp 

said. 

Added Kipper. "If oil were 
threatened, the coalition would 
snap back faster than you could 
ssiv Sadd.im Hussein." ■ 


Muslim president takes lead 


Continued from page 1 

on power. 

The Bosnian Serb opposition 
in Banja Luka had alluded 
interest and support Jrom U S. 
and European envoys attempt¬ 
ing In build a counterweight to 
Karadzic. Krajisnik and their 
fellow hard-liners. Ivanie had 
languished in cjiIv letums hut 
suddenly Tuesday night his 
count hi pled. 

History has taught longtime 


observers of the Balkans that 
the chances for real coopera¬ 
tion are slim. The constitution, 
for example, requires decisions 
by the presidency to he made 
by consensus, opening the door 
to obstruction by any party and 
governmental gridlock—a 

nightmare scenario reminiscent 
ot the months before the war 
began, when .1 similar system 
ol eihniq-quoia joint institu¬ 
tions plunged the country into 
chaos. ■ 


Collective resignations 

Continued from page 1 

ol the House. Supporters of this view say that neither people nor 
the government arc in a mood to prepare for new elections. 

They also said that Jordanians are not satisfied with the perfor¬ 
mance of the present Lower House or even prepared to elect a new 

House. # . . 

But dissolution ot the Lower House is still a distinct possibility 
and will lead it« a new elections. Early elections, analysts argue, will 
help the three eonstinnion.il authorities from embarrassment in tak- 
inc a stance against Mr Kabariti’s government. 

'"His Majesty King Hussein, being the supreme head in Jordan, is 
the only one authorized In lake a decision on early elections." Low- 
er House speaker. Mr Said Havel Al Sroor told The Star. ‘ But there 
is no constitutional reason for running early elections, adding that 
(lie Hie of the Lower house is four years " 

The present House. Al Srour added, "should resume its constitu¬ 
tional period, particularly because it is on the threshold of holding 
its fourth and last ordinary session." 

On the other hand, the 1AF deputies made up their decision con¬ 
cerning their participation in the government. The Islamic move¬ 
ment decided not to join ihe government of* Abdel Karim Kabariii, 
stressing that they won't participate in this government regardless 
of pressures that may be imposed on them. ■ • 



ARAB BANK 


Balance Sheet as of 30 June 
1996 and 1995 


A 


Assets 


Cash and due from banks 


1996 


1995 


JOD ('000) JOD ('000) 
4,101,413 3,666,962 


Government and trading 



securities 

849,318 

749,899 

Loans and advances, net 

3,893,416 

3,375,875 

Long-term investments 

506,347 

400,040 

Fixed assets, net 

54,246 

50,641 

Other assets 

210,729 

138,035 

Total Assets 

m 

9,615,469 

8,381,452 

Customers’ liability on guarantees, 



letters of credit and acceptances 

3,862,766 

3,199,095 

^ Total 

13,478,235 11,580,547 ) 

Liabilities and Shareholders ’ 

1996 

1995 

Equity 

JOD C000) 

JOD (WO) 

Customer deposits 

6,510,635 

5,715,201 

Bank deposits 

2,161,768 

1,713,956 

Other liabilities 

391,066 

465,295 

Total liabilities 

9,063,469 

7,894,452 

Capital 

44,000 

44,000 

Statutory reserve 

44,000 

44,000 

Voluntary reserve 

116,000 

94,000 

General reserve 

348,000 

305,000 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

552,000 

487,000 

Total Liabilities and 



Shareholders’ Equity 

9,615,469 

8,381,452 

Guarantees, letters of credit 



and acceptances 

3,862.766 

3,199,095 

Total 

^ —- - - 

13,478,235 

11,580,547} 


Net profit for the period ended 30 June 1996 and 30 June 1995 was included in 
“ Other Liabilities” 

JOD 1 = USD 1.41 on 30/06/1996 
JOD 1 = USD 1.44 on 30/06/1995 


ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, 
P.O.BOX 950544-5. TELEPHONE: 607115,607231, TELEX: 23091 
ARABNK JO, FAX: (962) (6) 606793 
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ARAB BANK GROUP 
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Balance Sheet as of 30 June 1996 and 1995 


j 


Assets 

1996 

1995 

Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 1996 

1995 


US$ (’000) 

US$ (’000) 


US$ ('000) 

US$ (’000) 

Cash and due from banks 

5,640,200 

5,816,183 

Customer deposits 

9,716,922 

8,788,967 

Government and trading 



Bank deposits 

3,014,576 

3,015,688 

securities 

1,326,583 

1,299,084 

Other liabilities 

868,951 

961,939 

Loans and advances, net 

6,309,604 

5,620,080 

Total Liabilities 

13,600,449 

12,766,594 

Long-term investments 

1,118,545 

881,464 

Capital 

84,897 

139,246 

Fixed assets , net 

96,129 

92,988 

Statutory reserve 

78,181 

112,471 

Other assets 

350,479 

246,560 

Voluntary reserve 

179,230 

175,984 

Total Assets 

14,841,540 

13,956,359 

General reserve 

641,782 

732.537 

Customers’ liability on 



Reserves with associated companies 

273.823 

251,746 

guarantees, letters of credit 



Retained earnings 

2,031 

2,257 

and other contingencies 

8,818,799 

7,092,666 

Total 

1,259,944 

1,414,241 




Translation adjustments 

(18,853) 

(224,476) 




Total Shareholders’ Equity 

1,241,091 

1,189,765 




Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ 






Equity 

14,841,540 

13,956,359 

-1 /»-■ 

•. ns 

. •* . . . 

Guarantees letters of credit and other 


i i : 




contingencies 

8,818,799 

7,092,666 

[ Total 

23,660,339 

21,049,025) (Total 

23,660,339 

21,049,025) 

Net profit for the period ended 30 June 1996 and 30 June 1995 was included in 

“ Other liabilities ” 



^ Main branches in the Arab countries 



) ^Main branches in Europe, Asia and UJS.A. 


' ) 


Branch 

Country (No. of branches) 

P.O.Box 

Telephone 

Facsimile 

Branch 

Country (No. of branches) 

P.O.Box 

Telephone 

Facsimile 

Shmeisani. Amman 

Jordan (78) 

950546 

607231 

670564 

Nicosia 

Cyprus (5) 


5650 

457111 

367741 

King Faisal St. Amman 


68 

638161 

637082 

Paris 

France (2) 


319 

45616000 

42890978 

Ramallah 

West Bank (9) 

1487 

9954822 

9954824 

Athens 

Greece (1) 


30357 

3255401 

3255519 

Gaza 

Gaza Strip (2) 

91 

866288 

820704 

Rome 

Italy (1) 


745 

69940479 

6795601 

Manama O.B.U. 

Bahrain (1) 

813 

212255 

224475 

Madrid 

Spain (3) 



3084290 

3086482 

Manama 

Bahrain (3) 

395 

229988 

210443 

London 

U.K. (3) 


138 

3158500 

6007620 

Cairo 

Egypt (5) 

2006 

5746218 

5746165 

Singapore 

Singapore (I) 



5330055 

5322150 


Lebanon (11) 

11-1015 

643411 

868130 

Seoul 

S. Korea (1) 


1331 

3179000 

7570124 

Doha 

Qatar (2) 

172 

437979 

410774 

New York 

U.S.A. (2) 


5377 

7159700 

5934632 

Ahu Dhabi 

U.AE. (8) 

875 

334111 

336433 / " " . ” 





.... ^ 



11364 

228845 

285974 

Representative offices 

Beijing (Peking ) 

China 

Tel. 65931871 

Fax 65003275 







Shanghai 

China 

Tel. 65072775 

Fax 65072776 

Sana'a 

Yemen (4) 

475 

276584 

276583 

^ .. 

Santiago 

Chile 

Tel. 2339726 

Fax 2519351 
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Sister, Subsidiary & Associated Companies 


K 


Sister, Subsidiary and associated companies 


Arab Bank 


Percentage of Ownership 


Arab Bank (Switzerland.) Ltd. - Zurich, Geneva 

100% 

Arab Bank Australia Ltd. - Sydney 

100% 

Arab Bank ( Austria) AG - Vienna 

100% 

Arab Bank AG - Frankfurt / Germany 

100% 

Finance . Accountancy, Mohassaba S JK. - Geneva 

100% 

Arab Tunisian Bank - Tunis 

64% 

Arab Bank Maroc - Morocco 

50% 

Oman Arab Bank - Oman 

49% 

Arab National Bank - Saudi Arabia 

40% 



Country 

P.O.Box 

Telephone Facsimile 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. 

Zurich 

5281 

2657111 

2657330 


Geneva 

1096 

7151211 

7322460 

Arab Bank, Australia Ltd. 

Sydney 

N-645 

3778900 

2215428 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Vienna 

100 

5134240 

51342409 

Arab Bank AG 

Finance, Accountancy. 

Frankfurt 

100127 

242590 

235471 

Mohassaba S jA. 

Geneva 

1506 

7326003 

7387229 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

Tunis 

520 

351155 

349278 

Oman Arab Bank S A.O. 

Ruwi 

2010 

706265 

797736 

Arab Bank Maroc 

Casablanca 

13810 

223152 

200233 

Arab National Bank 

Riyadh 

56921 

4029000 

4027747 

Arabia Insurance Co. 

Beirut 

11-2172 

363610 

365139 


ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5. 
TELEPHONE : 607115,607231, TELEX; 23091ARABNK JO, FAX : (962) (6) 606793 
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Business 

scene 


■ The assets of the Cen¬ 
tra] Bunk 01 ' Jordan 
reached well over 53.454 
billion in August. This is 
up by JD 27 million since 
July. The gold assets 
were JD 139.686 million 
during August. 

■ The Jordanian Tourism 

and Mineral Water Co., is 
in debt of more than JD 
14.4 million, due 10 accu¬ 
mulating losses at JD 9.7 
million. The deficit in its 
shareholders rights 

reached JD 4.7 million. 
According to the law. the 
courts have the right to 
liquidate any concern that 
has losses of more than 
7S5> of the paid-up 
capital. 

■ A series of touristic 
investment projects in the 
eastern coast of the Dead 
Sea arc being discussed 
between the Ministries of 
Finance and Water and 
Irrigation, the general 
secretary of the Jordan 
Valley Authority, Dr 
Duraid Mahasnch said. 

The costs of these pro¬ 
jects are estimated at JD 
16 million. These are to 
be spent over two years 
to supply the area with 
water and electricity. 

The allocation for the 
second year is about JD 
7.8 million. 

■ A new plant for syn¬ 
thetic potash is to be con¬ 
structed,. the director of 
the Arab Potash Co.. Mr 
Sulaiman AI Hawaii said. 
The cost of the plant is 
estimated at S9 million 
and its productive capac¬ 
ity is 100.000 tons per 
year. A group of German 
companies have won the 
tender for the new plant. 
The plant will start pro¬ 
duction by the end of 
next year, Mr Al Hawari 
maintained. Synthetic 
potash is expected to con¬ 
tribute to the potash car¬ 
bon industry, which is 
used in making computer 
systems and TV screens, 
Al Hawari said. 

■ The European Union is 
to gram Jordan ECUs. 
100 million (about S125 
million). The grant will 
support Jordan's eco¬ 
nomic reform program. 

The sum will be paid 
to Jordan over two 
phases, the first will be 
paid next month at 60 
million ECUs (S78 mil¬ 
lion), and the second will 
be paid before the end of 
this year at 40 million 
ECUs. 

This donation is target- 
ted at reinforcing Jor¬ 
dan’s financial and mone¬ 
tary stability, support its 
reserve of foreign cur¬ 
rency and provide assis¬ 
tance for Jordan to face 
the difficulties of this 
transitional period. 


I 

E 

Wednes 

foreign 

xchang 

day. 16 Sep 

e 

ember 




| E 33 I 

0.7080 

0.7100 

cn 

1.1017 

1.1072 

m 

0.4716 

0.4740 

OH 

0.5788 

0.5817 

srrm 

mm 

0.1390 

iBSSfli 

m 

ESSO 

HEM 

0.4208 

0.4229 

T 

■jgjHk;, 

0.0468 

0.0470 


New positive mood on AFM reflects 
greater confidence in market 


AMMAN —A Star 1 —For the 
third consecutive week, the 
"leading" shares on the Amman 
Financial Market were iho«: of 
the Arab Bank. Its share value 
registered the highest level 
since a year ago, closing at JD 
251. 

Transactions on the Arab 
Bank shares represented 40 per¬ 
cent of dealings at the orga¬ 
nised and parallel markets until 
the end of this week. 

And that’s not all. For the 
first time, since April, the offi¬ 
cial stock indicator hit the new 1 
psychological barrier of 150 
points closing at 152.11 points. 
This is a rise of 13 points in 
just 20 days. Share turnover at 
the organized market rose by 
JD 145 million to reach JD 
3.19 billion, the highest since 
March. 

Tradings of the Arab Bank. 


Housing Bank. Arab Potash 
Co . Jordan Cement Factories 
and Jordan Phosphates repre¬ 
sent 63.5 percent of the total 
value of the organized market. 
Share trading of the Arab Bank 
hit the JD I.! billion. 

Dealers think that the AFM 
will continue to flourish as it is 
encouraged by local and for¬ 
eign portfolios that activated 
the market. Attractive share 
prices tor investors and dealers 
arc also having an effect. 

But the government must 
take some of the credit. The 
steps -and measures adopted last 
month to encourage invest¬ 
ments and attract foreign inves¬ 
tors to enier the market have 
paid off. 

The AFM is seen by eco¬ 
nomic analysts as a “mirror 
image" that reflects economic 
performance in Jordan. 


Although witnessing three 
years of decline since 1993, the 
market is starting to revive 
despite the latest developments 
in the region. 

The three years of decline, as 
argued, were the result of polit¬ 
ical developments, starting 
from Oslo peace accords, the 
peace agreements with Israel, 
and the subsidiary deals that 
followed. Tliesc were not able 
to make specific changes in the 
economic status of people in 
the region, particularly in Jor¬ 
dan. The Israeli mentality 
opposes establishing real 
regional projects in the area 
and doesn't allow the move¬ 
ment of Palestinian products to 
Jordan and vicc-a-versa. Also, 
there is the Iraqi market which 
suffers from UN .unctions 
backed by the US. 

However. the market 


UN, head on heels to cut costs 


AMMAN (Starl—On its 16 September, 
The United Nations presented to the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly Its report on efficiency and 
financial manugment. The Secretariat has 
identified — through enhanced efficiency, 
reduced staffing and increased productiv¬ 
ity— the $54 million savings required to 
allow the Organization to live within its 
General Assembly mandated $2,608 bil¬ 
lion budget cap, according to the report. 
It has achieved a zero budget growth and 
reduced staff by nearly 10 percent, to the 
lowest level since the 1980s. Efficiency 
measures are contributing to easing the 


impact of the budget situation by identify¬ 
ing specific savings and by mitigating the 
effect of budget cuts on the delivery of the 
United Nations grogra mines. 

The next-step, efforts will be made to 
complete the 400 efficiency projects, con¬ 
duct cross-cutting reviews or management 
systems and administrative processes, 
pilot new management systems, and sub¬ 
mit another report by December. 

The UN is an organization searching for 
peace, struggling for development and 
defence of human rights. ■ 


remains unaffected despite the 
latest raids made by American 
missiles on Iraq earlier this 
month. This fact led economic 
analysts to suggest that it is the 
local situation that is dominant 
in the process of dealings in the 
AFM. 

Analyst* argue that despite 
fluctuations, now and then, the 
market on the whole is witness¬ 
ing noticeable improvement. 
This emphasizes the belief that 
the tendency is of a local type 
rather than of an external 
character. 

A positive climate can he 
created by adopting local meas¬ 
ures. Hence, the value of the 
dinar should be supported, os 
foreign currency deposits repre¬ 
sent 40 percent of total deposits 
in the banking system. The 
remittances of Jordanian expa¬ 
triates have gone up sharply 
over the first half of this year to 
reach £774 million against 
£530 million in the same period 
last year. This sharp rise 
reflects the expatriates confi¬ 
dence in the value of the dinar. 

The policy of the Central 
Bank aims .11 boosting the posi¬ 
tion of the dinar by increasing 
interest rates. Although this 
policy may badly effect the 
market, analysts argue, it will 
help the dinar maintain its 
value. 

The dia’clor i>J the Amman 
Investment and 3 Securities Co.. 
As'ad Al Deesi said that the 
improvement on the AFM and 
the rise in its share prices is 
mainly attributed to the 
increase in investors confi¬ 


dence in the government's pol¬ 
icy to encourage investments. 

"’The higher interest rates 
will have no passive effect on 
dealers, if new liquidity is 
pumped in the financial mar¬ 
ket. The passive effect of such 
high interest rates will emerge 
only if there is weak demand 
and recession." Al Deesi 
elaborated. 

The government's latest 
measures to encourage foreign 
investments, the ease of the 
Iraqi crisis, the developing Jor¬ 
danian Gulf relations and the 
low levels of traded shares 
have contributed to the sharp 
rise that dominated the AFM 
over the latest three weeks. Al 
Deesi said. 

Analysis agree that the new 
law to organize the financial 
market in Jordan will give 
dealers a new and strong impe¬ 
tus to move forward, as it gives 
the private sector a role to 
directly supervise the AFM in 
cooperation with the 
government. 

However. Mr Mohammed 
AI Bilbeisi. chairman d 1‘ the 
Association of Brokers said 
that the coming w eek may 
bring out a clearer picture of 
the trend of share prices. ■ 


Business Chronicle 


By Mohammad Adawiya 


Jordan losses in delay of oil-for-food 
deal 

THE RECENT United Nations decision to postpone imple¬ 
mentation of the UN Iraqi o/J-for-food deal coupled with the 
real possibility of US military action agoing 1 Iraq highlights 
just how vulnerable Jordan land more importantly, its econ¬ 
omy) is to regional events. 

Iraq constitutes a pivitol market for Jordanian goods, in 
1994. Jordon exported some $190 million worth of goods to 
Iraq, representing approximately 13 percent of total exports. 
Iraq, in fact, led the way in this regard, ahead of India at 11 
percent and Saudi Arabia at 9 percent. 

Unfortunately for Jordanian business, a repeat of the 1994 
performance is highly unlikely anytime in the near future. A 
decision by the UN to abandon an Iraqi oil-for-food plan, 
agreed too late last year. All hut dampened Jordanian hopes 
for a return to prosperous times. The plan granted Iraq per¬ 
mission to sell S2 billion worth of oil for humanitarian sup¬ 
plies. More importantly for Jordan, however, was the hope 
that such a deal would revive trade between itself and Iraq as 
well as a resumption of passing goods destined to Iraq 
through Jordanian pons and land. 

Equally damaging to Jordanian prospects is the distinct 
possibility of US military action against Iraq. Such actions, 
have proven to be difficult for Jordan not only due to its 
potentially precarious stand against the West, which can 
effect economic tics with the US. but also because it makes 
the possible re rum of Iraq with the regional economic com¬ 
munity that much more unlikely. 

Jordan's geographic and political position helps lo make its 
already struggling economy even more vulnerable. As if the 
past decades of war with Israel wasn't enough. Jordan must 
face the new challenges which threatens its most important 
ally. ■ 


Palestinian economy losses at 
$1 billion because of blockade 


Jordan will be financially independent 
by year 2000, says economic analyst 


AMMAN (Star)—Nearly two 
years have passed since Jordan 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel. Yet, the so-called fruits 
of peace that everybody 
thought wc were going to get 
have not been forthcoming. 
Indeed the economic situation 
this year seems to be worse 
than it was in 1995. 


delaying the trade exchange 
and arc making transportation 
very difficult. Dr Funck adds 
that Israel is preventing Jor¬ 
danian products from enter¬ 
ing Palestinian markets. 

But the economic colum¬ 
nist is realistic. "We should 
admit that we had entered the 
peace trettfy' without receiy- 


However. experts have dif-' ‘ in 6 any P*®" 11 ®** 


fercnt views on this. Fahd Al 
Fanek. an economic analyst 
elaborates. "Jordan did not 
enter the peace agreement for 
economic consideration." he 
told The Star. 'This is a politi¬ 
cal and security agreement 
which is needed by Jordan." 

He did acknowledge, how¬ 
ever. that people had high 
expectations. "The agreement 
did not give ihe expected 
fruits." mainly because of the 
"Israeli mentality." He says 
that it is the Israelis who are 


So we should have nothing 
lo complain about because 
nobody promised us any¬ 
thing. He adds that Jordan did 
not make its entry into the 
peace process conditional on Fanek 
receiving economic benefits. 

Still, Fanek argues that 
the peace treaty is in Jordan's 
best interest. 

He is not gloomy at al) 
about the economy. While he 
is cautious about the recent 
economic package adopted by 
the Kahariti government and 



Capital Intelligence announces 
alliance with EUROSTAR 

CAPITAL INTELLIGENCE, the leading rating agency in the 
emerging markets of the Middle East and Asia, in conjunction 
with EUROSTAR, a division of Sleigh Corporation, a pro¬ 
vider of financial information on banks, announced the release 
of a joint product to be made available via modem in Seigh 
Corporation's Windows platform. 

"This platform will give our customers, particularly in the 
United States, the ability to reach our information on-line in an 
easily usable way” said Lionel Marsiand-Shaw. genera) man- 
■ager of Capital Intelligence. "Our products have been fully 
adapted lo give users simple access to both qualitative and 
quantitative data in the manner of their own choosing and (his 
method of delivery complements our existing hardcopy and 
CD-ROM platforms." 

Capital Intelligence, founded in 1982, is the lending credit 
rating agency covering the Middle East and Asia, with reports 
on over 315 banks in these regions. It operates principally 
from its head office in Cyprus and maintains an office in Hong 
Kong. 

EUROSTAR based in New Jersey. USA. is a leader in the 
field of providing detailed financial information and analysis 
on banks on a 'dial-up' platform. Covering over 9,000 banks 
from its own database, EUROSTAR can also supply its infor¬ 
mation via CD-ROM. diskette or hardcopy. ■ 


says it's too early to talk about 
its results since it will take at 
least 12 months to implement, 
he is optimistic about the 
economy. 

This prosperity relates to the 
new investment climate. "I 
expect the Amman Financial 
Market to improve as it has 
stoned to, two weeks ago." He 
adds that foreign investments 
have started coming, suggest¬ 
ing that local investors should 
not sell their shares at present 
because of their cheap prices. 

Adopting a monetarist atti¬ 
tude. he continues that "the 
economy is very active but we 
need to curve consumption 
even more. Otherwise, the bal¬ 
ance of payments will 
deteriorate." 

He says the issue of high 
interest rates shouldn't be seen 
in terms of whether They arc 
good or bad. "May be they are 
seen as bad by businessmen 
and investors, but we cannot 
afford lower imeresL rates, 
because of the results that may 
follow—these include a weak 
dinar, and a worsening balance 
of payment." 

Fanek expressed u pessimis¬ 
tic view about the forthcoming 
Cairo economic summit that is 
due to be held in November. "I 
think it should be postponed." 
because there is no progress in 
the peace process. However, he 
is dreary about the last eco¬ 


nomic summit that was held in 
Amman. Hfc said it "was a 
political occasion, the purpose 
of which was io include Israel 
in the Arab economies. It is 
part of the peace process 
which is now blocked by the 
Israelis." 

-,'Tn the Arab area, politics 
comes before economics, it has 
priority and it is the dominat¬ 
ing factor, economics follow. 
Sb without progress in the 
peace process, there is no 
sense in holding economic 
conferences, to integrate Israel 
in the Middle East before hav¬ 
ing real progress in peace with 
the Palestinians, Syrians and 
Lebanese and others. 

However, he believes that 
the peace process will remain 
stagnant until after the Ameri¬ 
can elections. "As for the econ¬ 
omy of Jordan. I think it will 
improve because most of the 
distortions were removed, the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) program is working, the 
deficit in the budget is decreas¬ 
ing. Also the deficit in the bal¬ 
ance of payments is becoming 
less and less every year. So wc 
shall become more self- 
sufficient over time" he adds. 

“Hopefully, by the year 
2000 Jordan w-il( be financially 
independent, and we won't 
need foreign aid or another 
adjustment program by IMF. 
So the sacrifices made by the 
Jordanian people would get 
their fruits very shortly." he 
points out. ■ 


THE PALESTINIAN National 
Authority tPNA) Minister of 
Finance, Mohammad Zuhdi Al 
Nashashibi criticized the donor 
countries for delaying their 
commitments to provide finan¬ 
cial aid estimated at S865 mil¬ 
lion for infrastructure projects 
in (he Palestinian territories. 

Only 10 percent of this sum 
was given to PNA until last 
August, he added, hoping that 
the donor countries adhere to 
their commitments. The deficit 
in the PNA budget reached 
until Iasi March $125 million 
due to the blockade of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. "If die 
donor countries help us as they 
had promised, the rate of the 
deficit may decline." Al- 
Nashashibi said. 

The PNA is trying ro create 
new jobs to reduce the unem¬ 
ployment that is estimated at 
52 percent in Gaza and 31 per¬ 
cent in the West Bank. 

Also the losses to the Pales¬ 
tinian economy as a result of 
the blockade reached SI bil¬ 
lion. The issue of carrying out 
stock exchange project in Pal¬ 
estine is going through a hard 
time as a result of the deterio¬ 
rating economic conditions. 
“That's why I advised the 
supervisors of this project lo be 
careful and delay it," Al Nasha¬ 
shibi maintained. 

"We had issued a law that 
encourages local. Arab and for¬ 
eign investment, and we intend 
to create the climate for invest¬ 
ments, however, we still face 
political problems due to the 
stalled peace process. Israel 
must resume the negotiations 
with us and be more serious in 
peace making." Al Nashashibi 
added. 

Speaking on the projects that 
the PNA is seeking to execute. 
Al Nasnashibi said that the 
PNA plans to establish "Hous¬ 


ing bank" and will sign 
agreements to provide 
facilities for security mort¬ 
gages to encourage banks 
lo invest in the housing 
sector. 

The Rafah airport in 
Gaza is towards comple¬ 
tion and it will be used in 
transportation to Arab 
neighboring countries and 
shipping Palestinian 
exports to international 
markets. The PNA is giv¬ 
ing the private sector 
opportunities to improve 
agricultural areas and pro¬ 
vide houses for citizens." 

Al Nashashibi said. 

He also spoke about the 
financial and economic 
cooperation between the 
PNA and Jordan saying that 
the two sides had agreed to 
coordinate their policies, every 
side undertaking not to take 
any decision that my effect the 
other, particularly as far as the 
value of the dinar is concerned. 

"We do our best to maintain 



Al Nashashibi 


the strength of the dinar and it 
is the major currency in saving 
and dealing." The volume of 
the Jordanian currency in Pales¬ 
tine is about $600 million and 
represents SO percent of total 
traded currencies'." Al Nasha¬ 
shibi said. ■ 


JD 10.8 million to expand 
grain warehouses 

AN AGREEMENT was signed between the Ministry or 
Supply and a French company to expand grain warehouses 
at the ‘‘North Supply Complex” at a capacity of 100,000 
Ions. The cost ofthe project is estimated at JD 10.8 million. 
Its execution is over 450 days and 52 percent of the costs 
win be financed by a French loan according to a Jorda¬ 
nian-French protocol and 48 percent by the Kingdom’s 
treasury. 

The current storage capacity of the North Supply Com¬ 
plex is 50,000 tons. The new project will cover the ineffi¬ 
ciency of the storage capacity and satisfy the extra require¬ 
ments due to the increase of population. It will also give the 
government more options during the process of grain pur¬ 
chases according to seasons and prices, the Ministry of 
Supply, Mr Munir Sobar said. ■ 


MARKET WATCH 

Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


14-17 September 


SATURDAY 


♦ Z*qa Education & InvcM. 

♦ The Industrial Commercial 

♦ UfH*d Engineer! <i£ 


* National Cable 

* Ionian Tobacco &. Ogam 

* ArjIjRpe InduBiy 



SUNDAY 


♦ JiaitU" Induvv} Kewurccv 

♦ lwenuiional Trade Center 

♦ Middle East B ant 


* Jordan Prev> Founditnui 

* Arab Pips InduMry 

* Union Financial Scow 



MONDAY 


♦ AhlioCommcicial Center 

♦ Internal until Trade 

+ Aub Medical Supple 


♦ Ad DuilOi 

♦ Jordan Sulphn-Cheniknd 

♦ [numamuul Tcxiilct 



TUESDAY 


+ Ahlu Commercial Center 

♦ Live Suck & Pwilny 

♦ Universal Planet. 


♦ El Zey Ready Wear 

♦ National Engineering Indu 

♦ Arab MnUAd Supplier 





1-WJJ70 

(52,110 

I5MW 




2192739 

2172372 

1861726 


1321084 

Stock Volume 

951263 

1254332 

1302682 


1076130 

Highest Traded Stocks' 

+ Arab Bank 83.116 

* Arab Bunk 

86&6VJ * ArabBanlt 

231861 ♦ 

Live Slock ft Muy 

335503 


. 

AU data provided by 

it ACCESS 

Tel: 646868 

Fax:646949 














































6 THE STAR 


19 SEPTEMBER 19% 


LURIE’S 


+ ‘*1 


l 




& n 


_ W 




"K «m — t » t< > wrorfua mswiow im ■ ■ c. uv 


tel 


"l Volunteered to perform yoar heart surgery, President YeitsinV' 


Our Say 


Hit Saddam and get elected 

IN A mid-seventies Arabic comedy show, a bewildered journalist always used to say 
that “in order to understand what goes in Italy, one must first understand what goes h 
Brazil." • 

Today, with Washington insisting on fabricating a second Gulf crisis by dispatching 
two aircraft carriers and one nuclear powered submarine to the Gulf water-in addition to 
deploying thousands of US soldiers in Kuwait, one recalls with nostalgia the wise words 
of that frustrated Arab journalist. 

Such a formidable armada coupled with the massing of ground and air military power 
and personnel is capable of wiping out not only Iraq, but the Gulf region as a whole. 
And yet we know that the United States, with over 30 countries behind it, backed down 
from marching into Baghdad in January 1991 to topple President Saddam Hussein or to 
finish off his army. Why should it do that now? 

With the Gulf Arabs. Kuwait included, showing lukewarm enthusiasm for recent 
American actions against Iraq, and with Washington turning its back to the UN Security 
Council and most of its allies with regard to its military' intentions in Iraq, one wonders 
if we first have to know what is going on in Washington before attempting to understand 
the recent Gulf developments. 

For even America’s Gulf allies are sceptical about America’s warnings that President 
Saddam is posing a new threat to their stability and security. So sceptical that US De¬ 
fence Secretary William Perry failed last week to build up support for a possible military 
strike against Baghdad. He was rebuffed by Saudi Arabia and Turkey and even Kuwait, 
which has the most to fear from Saddam, embarrassed its American allies by bargaining 
with Perry on the exact number of ground troops the US will be allowed to deploy on its 
territory. 

If Saddam’s potential victims don’t see eye to eye with Washington, then one has to 
make the assumption that president Clinton’s motives from the latest provocations differ 
completely from those of his Gulf allies. In short, bashing Iraq is part of the get-elected 
objective of Mr Clinton. 

One thing is clear. America's Iraq policy has collapsed and if the Clinton administra¬ 
tion is keeping up a brave face about it. then it will not be for too long. The November 
presidential elections are making everybody nervous in Washington. Sex scandals and 
corruption allegations related to the Whitewater affair are not going to help Mr Clinton 
get reelected. Changing platforms—suddenly Mr Clinton’s economic agenda looks more 
and more Republican than Democrat—appears to have limited senator Robert Dole 
room for maneuverability. But that is not enough to grab voters’ attention. 

What better way to maintain one’s lead in the polls than to refocus attention to public 
enemy number one: i.e. Saddam Hussein. . ... 

Americans have a limited, almost embarrassing, understanding for foreign affairs. But 
they do know that Saddam Hussein is the bad guy and so long as the lives of American 
troops are not at threat, the scenes of aircraft carriers and F-l 6’s assembling in the Gulf, 
where US national interests are always at stake, should make every American proud. To¬ 
day hitting Saddam Hussein becomes a patriotic chore and that should get media's atten¬ 
tion away from Whitewater files and $200 a night call girls. ■ 


Appealing to the media 


To the Editor, 

Several months ago I wrote a 
letter to Minister of Informa¬ 
tion Marwan Muasher on 
NETS making that the Govt, 
take full resposnsibilry for the 
reckless driving in Jordan, and 
for the police’s seemingly total 
ignorance of any traffic laws. I 
suggested a full campaign, me¬ 
dia and television, with public 
service announcements and re¬ 
alistic ads detailing crashes, in¬ 
terviewing survivors, and vic¬ 
tims’ families, not to mention 
re-training the police, (if they 
were ever trained in the first 
place). He replied that my sug¬ 
gestions were noted and that 
he’d pass them on. 

My point is could The Star 
not put the pressure on the gov¬ 
ernment? Why can’t your 


paper push for 
the basic laws to 
be enforced, just 
by devoting a 
sectionJpage/ 
editorial to the 
subject. Have in¬ 
terviews. follow 
up on the most 
gruesome crash¬ 
es. we always get 
to hear about the 
horrific truck en- 
couters on the 
news, but no one 
ever tells you 
what happened to 
the victims' families or survi¬ 
vors. other than a lame inter¬ 
view from a hospital bed. Per¬ 
haps you could organize a 
campaign sponsored by the 
paper. 
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Middle East miracles 


I I 


Past, present and 
presidents 


I wondered if the paper took 
on the camapign it might make 
the govt actually do something 
about the problem? 

Rajha Ghazi, Amman. 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

THE MIDDLE East is the birthplace of 
civilization, science, literature and prophe¬ 
cy—of the three great monotheistic relig¬ 
ions. Judaism. Christianity and Islam. It 
was there that the miracles of Moses. Je¬ 
sus. and Mohammed occurred. 

It was there that the first alphabet was 
conceived, of the first plough, of the first 
sail that hoisted over the waters of the an¬ 
cient world. Much of the heritage, spiritual 
dynamism and evolving cultures derived 
; from miracles, real or perceived. It was a 
i miracle through Moses that made the exo¬ 
dus of the Jews from Egypt possible: it 
was a miracle that the Jews survived the 
years of wandering and centuries of perse¬ 
cution. And it was a modern miracle that 
Israel became a reality. This was made 
possible by US presidents. Franklin Roose¬ 
velt and Harry Truman. 

Roosevelt laid the groundwork. Truman 
brought the miracle to fruition. Eisenhow¬ 
er was a pragmatic, patriot who devoted 
his life to the service of his ideals'- Ameri¬ 
ca. democracy, decency. He did not at¬ 
tempt miracles in the Middle East or else¬ 
where. yet his sense of justice and decency 
compelled him to achieve a miracle in the 
Middle East. He forced three precious US 
friends ( Britain. France, and Israeli to re¬ 
treat from Egyptian land after they failed 
to topple president Nasser in the 1956 
Suez War. 

However, he did not like Nasser. His ad¬ 
ministration denied Egypt the earlier prom¬ 
ised loan to construct the Aswan High 
Dam. triggering the nationalization of the 
Suez Canal and leading to the unholy alli¬ 
ance of the three aggressors to attack 
Egypt. The miracle achieved by Eisenhow¬ 
er was not so much as forcing the three ag¬ 
gressors out but speeding the demise of the 
British and French Empires. 

Kennedy, intellectually, upset by the 
plight of the Middle East, opened a subtle 
dialogue with the Arabs. He was engaged 
in a highly intellectual correspondence 
with Nasser when he was assassinated. To 
the adherents of the "conspiracy theory.’* 
this dialogue may have played a role in his 
demise by Oswald's bullets. 

Johnson, too engrossed by Vietnam, had 
little time for the Middle East, aside from 
the obligatory, almost ritual pronunciations 
of support for Israel. Nevertheless his ac¬ 
tively supported and cemented Israel’s vic¬ 
tory in the Six Day War. It was a miracle 
in reverse because Johnson created and so¬ 
lidified the impasse in the region that con¬ 
tinues today. ' ■ 

Nixon on the other hand, 
achieved his miracle when he saved. __ 
Israel from defeat in the 1973 Octo- . 

ber War, when he declared a nuclear “ 

alert and established an air bridge J| 

from US to Israel to rush in much g 

needed weapons. Yet the miracle || 

was not potem to abolish the spell |? 

of Watergate, leading to his eventu- F 
al disgrace. } 

Carter, deeply religious and right- 
ecus, accomplished the greatest mir- / 

acle, the Camp David Accords. tZ 

peace between Egypt and Israel. || 

That moment of glory should have fp 

been enough to ensure his re- || 

election but another miracle—if Q 

miracles can be negative—achieved D 

far away in distant Iran blurred the Q 

halo of Camp David. The Iranian 
miracle was brought about when |1 

Ayatollah Khomeini, who mobilized g| 

Iran from his exile in France, demo- Eg 

ralized the Iranian army and govern - £| 

mem apparatus and forced the Shah Hr 

out. as Khomeini declared an Islam- " 

ic Republic. 

Carter's refusal to lend any sup¬ 
port to the Shah and his refusal to 
let the Shah seek cancer treatment in J 
US hospitals, only encouraged Kho- (Je 
meini to take more aggressive ac¬ 
tions against America. The pro- L—, 


longed detention of US hostages at the US 
Embassy in Teheran, the un-avenged con¬ 
tinued humiliations of America by Kho¬ 
meini's thugs all led Caner to his greatest 
blunder, the failed rescue attempt of the 
hostages that ended with a charred helicop¬ 
ter carcass and mutilated bodies in the 
merciless Iranian desert. 

Thus, in the Middle East. Caner experi¬ 
enced both his most glorious and his most 
devastating moments. Carter, however, 
fueled both by his righteousness and ideal¬ 
ism. continues to push his crusade for 
peace, justice, and human rights, including 
and especially in the Middle East 

Reagan, on whose inauguration day 
Khomeini released the American hostages, 
had little time for or knowledge of the 
Middle East. He was the classical, emo¬ 
tional supporter of Israel. All his foreign 
policy was directed at the Evil Empire, the 
Soviet Union and its communist allies. His 
miracle, exceptionally, was not in the Mid¬ 
dle East but creating the conditions that led 
to the collapse and disappearance of the 
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact, al¬ 
though it was under George Bush that the 
miracle was realized. 

Bush, in turn, was destined to create 
miracles although he did not seem to have 
the requisite ambition. Saddam Hussein 
made it possible. His invasion of Kuwait, 
set the scene for the unsolicited miracle for 
Bush. The president assembled an unprece¬ 
dented coalition to evict Saddam from Ku¬ 
wait. ensure American and Western inter¬ 
ests in Gulf oil wealth and establish a 
military presence in the Gulf—at the ex¬ 
pense of Gulf Arabs who paid for the war. 

The significance of this miracle was no! 
the defeat of Saddam. No, it was that fact 
that the US remained in the area, control¬ 
ling its waters and skies—and of course its 
oil. 

The US tried for 30 years to establish 
bases in the Gulf, but was allowed only a 
low-keyed presence. The decision by Bush 
to stop Desert Storm far south of Baghdad 
and let Saddam rule, was in US interest. 
Saddam remains a threat to his neighbors: 
consequently they plead for a continued 
American presence. They pay for this pro¬ 
tection. immense weapons purchases, and 
lucrative contracts, even at the cost of al¬ 
ienating segments of their population. 

As a sequel to Desert Storm. Bush and 
James Baker achieved a “wonder."—the 
Madrid Peace Conference. It led to the 
Oslo agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians, peace between Israel and Jor¬ 
dan. Madrid also led to the normalization 
of Israel's retatrons"with Morocco. Tuni¬ 


sia. Qatar. Bahrain and Oman and encour¬ 
aged many African countries to establish 
normal diplomatic relationships with Is¬ 
rael. The Middle East brought Bush iris 
greatest moments: he became the most 
popular president in US: he restated Amer¬ 
ican confidence after the Vietnam debacle. 

Yet Bush was not re-elected, just as 
Carter had not been. But Carter was un¬ 
done by Khomeini, so what undid Bush? 
Was it iiis determination at Madrid to force 
a peace settlement on the then ruling Yit¬ 
zhak Shamir of Israel? Carter and Bush 
pressed hard for Middle East peace and 
lost their bids. Was it because certain lob¬ 
bies in the US do not want such peace 
zealots? 

And now we have Clinton. Is he looking 
for a miracle? His Bible Belt background 
may have nurtured in him such aspirations. 
He tried his hand in Somalia and Bosnia 
and had two fiascoes simultaneously. He 
sent troops to Haiti to restore a president 
who continues to be protected by US. He 
used and abused the UN for US interests. 
but continues to refuse to pay the UN. 

Clinton attempted to continue the Mid¬ 
dle East peace talks where Bush left them. 
He shone brightly as Arafat and Rabin 
shook hands ol the White House and as Ra¬ 
bin and King Hussein embraced in Jericho. 
His overwhelming support to the ruling Is¬ 
raeli Labor Party may have been a factor in 
Rabin's death and probably in the defeat of 
Peres. A jinx? Clinton organized and at¬ 
tended the terrorism summit in Sharm El- 
Sheikh but terrorism continued unabated, 
including being much closer to home: the 
US compoundln Al Khobar. Saudi Arabia 
and the TWA aircraft off Lons Island. 
Also a jinx? 

Is Clinton seeking his miracle in a sec¬ 
ond term? The Middle East talks are 
stalled. Palestinians and Israelis, despite 
the forced. atmosL theatrical handshake be¬ 
tween Netanyahu and ArafaL are as far 
apart as possible. Nothing is happening on 
the Syrian and Lebanese peace talks with 
Israel. Clinton's amazingly docile posture 
and statements during his joint press con¬ 
ference in the White House with Netanya¬ 
hu following the latter's election did not 
suggest leadership or statesmanship. Guest 
Netanyahu dominated the scene in the very 
den of the lion-host. Was it electioneering 
by Clinton who hopes to unleash his poten¬ 
tial and zeal in a second term, free of elec¬ 
toral pressures? Will he be given a chance 
to continue working for a Middle East 
peace under such circumstances? Certainly 
Bush was not. despite one mega-miracle 
artd*»ftT“wondfcr. ,, ’*"^~ -" ;*■ 
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The Iraq Lesson 


Interest is paramount 


Subscriptions: (annual) Jordan JD 20, Arab countries USS 100. W. Europe US$ 200. 

USA & Canada USS 200. 

Letters to the editor: Will be edited for brevity, must contain name and address of sender. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The edi¬ 
tor thought that this would 
make an interesting read. It 
is a parody on what the 
teacher says as “geo-politics" 
and the role of the United 
States, which we received 
through the Internet. 

“Class, pay attention. Since 
it's the first day back at 
| school, it's time for a refresher 
lesson. Today’s topic: geopoli¬ 
tics. as in who gets to-,bomb 
whom. The teacher 
says. c 

"The Russians are 
our friends, so they 
get to bomb civilians \ 

in Chechnya. Thai's A 

their own country, so A..* 
it's really their busi- J' 
ness. The Indone- 1 

sians are our friends. I 

so they get to bomb 
East Timor. Same 
story there. The Is¬ 
raelis are our really 
good friends, so they get to 
bomb civilians in southern 
Lebanon. Technically outside 
their borders, but as you know, 
there are exceptions to every 
rule, and it’s our rule in the 
first place." she adds. 

"The Turks arc our friends, 
so it goes without saying that 
i they gci to bomb Kurdish vil¬ 
lagers in eastern Turkey. The 
Turks have been such good 
pals of ours (well, until recent¬ 
ly! that just last year we even 
let them bomb Kurdish villag¬ 


ers inside the so-called safe 
haven in northern Iraq. But 
Iraq is not our friend, so after 
Saddam Hussein sent tanks 
into the Iraqi city of Erbil. we 
bombed his country. Remem¬ 
ber. we're snubbing the UN 
this election year, so it doesn't 
matter that we didn't have an 
explicit Security Council go- 
ahead. or even the support of a 
multilateral coalition. As Pres¬ 
ident Clinton told Saddam 


friends with Iran, especially 
since we had put the Shah in 
power. Iraq was aiding the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, so Secre¬ 
tary of State Henry Kissinger 
made a deal with the Shah to 
help the Kurds in northern 
Iraq fight for their freedom," 
the teacher emphasizes. 

"Of course, the day the 
Shah and Saddam Hussein 
patched things up, we stopped 
helping the Kurds and looked 


“But, Teacher, didn’t Iran, which 
President Clinton says is not our 
friend, send troops into Iraq in July? 
We didn’t bomb them—we didn’t 
even say anything about it.” 


Hussein. “When you abuse 
your own people or threaten 
your neighbors, you must pay 
a price." she continues 

“But. Teacher, didn’t Iran, 
which President Clinton says 
is not our friend, send troops 
into Iraq in July? We didn't 
bomb them—we didn’t even 
say anything about it." 

"Child, you've dearly for¬ 
gotten everything our leaders 
have been trying to teach you. 
Let's go over a little history. 
In the earlv 1970s. we were 


the other way while Saddam 
crushed them. It's all in the 
Pike Commission report, 
which really should be on 
your reading list Then, after 
the Iranian revolution in 1979. 
Jimmy Carter’s National Se¬ 
curity Adviser. Zbigniew 
Brzezinski. signaled the Iraqis 
that he wouldn't mind a move 
against Iran.” 

"After Iraq invaded Iran and 
the war bogged down, we se¬ 
cretly helped both sides. We 
didn’t even care when Saddam 


dropped poison gas on some 
Kurdish villages in I9SS. It 
was just when he misunder¬ 
stood what Ambassador April 
Glaspic was trying to tell 
him—'We never expected they 
would lake all of Kuwait.’ she 
admitted later—that he be¬ 
came the next Hitler." 

“Bui Teacher, wc'rc still 
confused. If Saddam Hussein 
is so horrible, why did we 
leave him in power? Iraq 
doesn't seem much 
worse than some of 
l those countries you 

v said were our friends. 

When he was a sena¬ 
tor. Bob Dole voted 
against sanctioning 
y • Iraq for gassing the 

t Kurds because he 

wanted to protect 
wheat exports. And 
even President Clin¬ 
ton. when he was first 
elected, suggested he 
might normalize relations if 
Saddam Hussein were to 
‘change his behavior.' Right 
now all we seem to be doing is 
manipulating the Kurds while 
punishing the Iraqi people and 
giving them an excuse to sup¬ 
port Saddam. How could that 
possibly be in our interest?" 

Well. kids, maybe wc need 
more than just a lesson—an 
entire refresher course in poli¬ 
tics..." ■ 



Iraq once 
again 

THE END of the millen¬ 
nium has fused the sub¬ 
lime and the ridicu¬ 
lous— a massive 
technological advances 
with rudderless policies, 
and an ancient civiliza¬ 
tion with erratic political 
behavior. 

If we continue the per¬ 
mutations in a mathe¬ 
matical sequence, what 
will materialize is simi¬ 
larities between US poli¬ 
cies in the Middle East 
and those which presi¬ 
dent Saddam tried to 
achieve for Iraq. 

In the Middle East and 
in no uncertain terms, 
the name of the game is 
domination and strategic 
interest. The difference 
between the US and Iraq 
is methodological. The 
former relies on a logic 
that stems from techno¬ 
logical superiority, while 
(he latter relies on the 
methods of ancient civil¬ 
izations to achieve the 
same objectives. 

Unfortunately, we in 
the Arab world remain 
hostages to our own 
strength and paupers of 
our own wealth. As if it 
is not enough to be per¬ 
ceived as pools for ener¬ 
gy production, we are 
seen as surplus values. 
Otherwise, we would 
have found some logical 
explanation to the ease 
in which Erilrians can 
tear apart Arab Yemen. 
Iran adds trophies from 
the Emirates. Israel and 
Turkey carving and 
chopping what (hey like, 
and when they want. 

To have massive re¬ 
sources of oil and a men¬ 
tality incompatible with 
the formulation of a na¬ 
tion. has invited the out¬ 
side world to deal with 
our region, ironically in 
an Arab political dis¬ 
course. that of tribal 
raids and paying trib¬ 
utes. 

.. The most j coveted 
commodity.’ oil. has 
brought the worst in Iraq 
by her desire for region¬ 
al domination and the 
worst in America, ft hu¬ 
miliated the Jeffersonian 
ideals of freedom and 
democracy, at the oil 
rigs of Arabia and the 
mountains of Kurdistan. 

Between the US and 
Iraq, what each licences 
for himself, refuses for 
the other, and both do 
not care for the depriva¬ 
tion they are causing to 
the region. The clash be¬ 
tween them has never 
been that of the Titans, 
nor will it ever be. but 
rather a combination of 
subjective factors en¬ 
meshed with objective 
realities. 

The US as the only 
world superpower dic¬ 
tates imperatives, one of 
which, is the refusal to 
be taunted by president 
Saddam. especially 
when elections are round 
the corner. President 
Clinton may be doing 
well in the election 
polls, but a few more 
points in reserve will 
certainly ensure his re- 
election even if there is a 
sudden surge of voting 
for Mr Dole. In the 
meantime, the US will 
still show that it has the 
upper hand in the region 
and the oil supply will 
not be hampered by the 
travails of inter-Arab 
politics. 

The perception of Is¬ 
lam as an inherently vio¬ 
lent religion and an un¬ 
stable Arab world, is n 
convenient argument for 
the US to formulate pop¬ 
ulist policies for local 
consumption. While 
president Saddam has 
shown bluntly that the 
territorial unity of his 
country under his own 
control is far more im¬ 
portant than any deal, he 
may or he may not get to 
export his oil. and Feed 
his people. Since 1991. 
we have observed him 
trying to get away with 
whatever he can. This is 
even at the expense of 
inviting limited Ameri¬ 
can response. Saddam 
realizes that support for 
US policies against Iraq, 
both among the West 
and in the Arab world, is 
waning. 

Therefore, pushing the 
US to the brink, will 
transform the confronta¬ 
tion from a UN- 
supported affair, to that 
of a battle between the 
US and IraqJI 
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Top Moscow heart center set 
for presidential surgery 


By Lee Hockstader 

LA Tunes-Wasliingion Post 
News Service 

MOSCOW—The special cardiological center 
where Boris Yeltsin is likely to undergo hcan 
bypass surgery later this month has a shabby 
exterior and a dimly lit lobby where people 
stand around smoking cigarettes. 

Average salaries for physicians at the center 
are about S75 a month. Senior doctors with 
many years 1 experience may earn around Si 50 a 
month, although they often make much more 
from private patients and special consulting 
deals. 

In interviews last week, two senior heart sur¬ 
geons at the hospital said that if they themselves 
were facing bypass surgery, they would prefer to 
have it done in the West—even though they 
believe that the best doctors, equipment and 
level of care in Moscow are on a par with West¬ 
ern standards. 

“ft goes without saying that if it were for 
myself or a close relative. I’d do it in the West." 
said a surgeon named Mikhail, who has 12 years 
of experience at the Russian Research and Pro¬ 
duction Cardiological Center—the facility in 
which Yeltsin is expected to undergo surgery 
later this month or early in October. Like other 
physicians interviewed, he asked that his full 
name not be used. 

"The number of operations performed is 
Important." he added. "If we perform several 
hundred of these (bypass) operations a year, 
(some Western hospitals) perform several thou¬ 
sand. Maybe the surgeons here are no less 
skilled, but the whole process (in the West) is 
smoother.” 

Sergei Mironov, the chief physician at the 
Kremlin medical center, the government's own 
elite facility, acknowledged as much last Thurs¬ 
day. He lold journalists that top foreign hcan 
specialists—in particular, eminent American 
surgeon Michael DeBakey of Baylor College of 
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Medicine in Houston—would be invited to 
assist with Yeltsin’s case. 

This is no lime for patriotism," Mironov 
said. “We can do a lot. but l think in this particu¬ 
lar case that we should invite leading foreign 
specialists." 

Bui DeBakey said in a telephone interview 
from Houston that he has not been asked to 
assist in the operation or to give advice on Yelt¬ 
sin's medical treatment. Reports that he will be 
involved are "very curious," the renowned 88- 
year-old physician said. "If it*s true, why 
haven’t l been informed?" he said. 


won!!!" 

DeBakey said he received a fax last 
week from Rinat Akchurin, the surgeon who 
will likely perform the operation on Yeltsin and 
who studied in Texas with DeBakey for two 
years. The contents of the message, however, 
concerned only DeBakey*s participation in a 
Moscow symposium at the end of the month 
and made no mention of Yeltsin. DeBakey 
said, however, that if asked, he would be will¬ 
ing to help with the president’s case in any 
way. 

The Moscow conference, which will bring 
heart surgeons from many countries together 


shortly before Yeltsin’s surgery, was scheduled 
more than six months ago. 

The questions of where Yeltsin will undergo 
his operation and who will perform it are 
extremely sensitive here. Many Russians take it 
as a point of national pride that their leading 
medical centers and specialists arc as good as 
their German or American counterparts! When 
Yeltsin announced last week that he would 
undergo heart surgery, he made a point of say¬ 
ing that the operation would be performed in 
Russia, on the recommendation of "our 
doctors.” 

Yet many Russians who have had a brush 
with the country’s crumbling, underfunded 
health care system have come away with har¬ 
rowing stories about callous or incompetent 
treatment, unsanitary conditions and critical 
shortages of medicine and supplies. Russian 
hospitals, like most government-subsidized 
undertakings, tend to be run-down, grubby and 
dreary. Employee salaries are paltry, and wait¬ 
ing lists for medical procedures can be weeks 
or months long. The declining quality of health 
cure, along with hazardous environmental con¬ 
ditions, poor occupational safety standards and 
sky-high smoking and alcohol-consumption 
rates are major factors in a perilous drop in the 
life expectancy of Russian men. which now 
stands at 57 years. 

Despite the dubious quality of health care in 
many Russian hospitals, the cardiological cen¬ 
ter here—known as the Chazov Center, alter 
the cardiologist who founded it 20 years ago— 
is generally acknowledged to be an exception. 
In u dozen interviews at the center, doctors, 
nurses, technicians, researchers and workers 
agreed that standards at the center have been 
and remain high. Government funding for the 
Chazov Center is comparatively generous, 
(hanks to its close lies to senior officials who 
have undergone surgery there, according to the 
newspaper Obshchaya Gazeia. ■ 


The Garaudy 
explosion 

FREEDOM OF speech is a wonderful expression, yet people 
from whichever country' they may be in, sometime do try to 
suppress it. This is what happened to Roger Garaudy’ latest 
book. The Founding Myths of Israeli Politics. Despite its pub¬ 
lication in France, it caused quite a stir in Europe for question¬ 
ing the very basis of the Holocaust. 

Although it was recently translated into Arabic by Alafabe- 
tx a Muslim publisher, it has produced a backlash among Eu¬ 
ropean Jewry, liberals and intellectuals. 

Despite the fact that it has already sold 17,000 copies in its 
translated version, the book is seen by most intellectuals as a 
reminder of the painful episodes of the Holocaust that was in¬ 
stigated by Hitler more than 40 years ago. 

The book, which says that Hitler didn’t kill six million 
Jeu-s. is seen as racist and a manipulation of history. Despite 
the uproar in France, the book is seen in terms of the defence 
of free speech. 

Although many organizations arc against the book, they 
have been unable to come together and present a united front. 
LICRA and MRAP. the two main anti-racist organizations are 
yet to take Garaudy to court. 

However, it is thought that court charges are being filed by 
two former camp inmates and it is supposed to take place later 
this year. 

Many intellectuals have criticized the Gayssot Act which al¬ 
lows the condemnation of revisionist views expressed in pub-, 
lie. 

Critics, however, say that La Vieille Taupe, the original 
publisher of Garaudy's controversial book, is connected to , 
right wing organizations. 

Garaudy's book is published already in Italian and soon in 
German. An English translation is available on the Internet. 1 
Only part II however, will be made available soon. 

Never, since the war, has the gap between the small world 
of the press, sick with its obsessions with power and correct¬ 
ness. and the general feeling of the ordinary' people been so 
wide. The campaign to demonize Garaudy is a total failure. 
This will have long-term consequences in the French society. 

Mr Francois Fillion. French minister for Post office and 
communication, introduced on 4 June an amendment to the 
bill reforming the French postal system. 

It says that ISP (Internet service providers) will be immune 
from prosecution if they obey the following orders : they must 
provide their customers with a (liter software and deny access 
to Net sources labelled undesirable by a "Superior Committee 
for Telematics." This Committee will be enlarged and placed 
under the CSA. which rule television and radio in France. The 
members of the CSA are designated by official bodies, includ¬ 
ing the President of the Republic. ■ 


Tobacco companies tap rising worldwide market 


By So uni Efron 

LA Times- Was ingion Post 
News Service 

TOKYO—The label on the 
side of Japanese cigarette pack¬ 
ages reads, "Smoking too much 
con damage your health, so 
please be careful. Please 
observe good manners when 
smoking.” «. 

As the wording of that £ 
caveat indicates, smoking in = 

Japan is considered as mu | 

a problem of politem a 

toward nonsmokers as | 
threat to public health. % 
also illustrates how, as 1 g 

Clinton administraii \ 

mounts its new crusa 
against teenage smokit 
ami-tobacco efforts ha 
just begun in much of i 
world, where smoki j 

remains social J 

acceptable. m 

To be sure, the messa 4G 

that smoking is a heaJ 
menace is making hea 
way. Even the most ind 
ferent governments orj. 
nize quit-smoking evei 
one day a year. Lighting 
is no longer allowed 
French domestic flight*, in 
Israeli cinemas and in China's 
Great Hall of the People, where 
the Parliament meets. Poland 
has banned vending-machine 
sales. 

Workplace segregation of 
smokers and nonsmokers is 
showing signs of catching on. 
and smoke-free zones are 
appearing even in some devel¬ 
oping nations, especially in 
hotels, restaurants and airports 
that cater to foreigners. 

But enforcement of smoking 
bans is often laughable. Many 
smokers view their habit as a 
God-given right, and heavy- 
smoking politicians in some 
countries have personally sty¬ 
mied anti-tobacco efforts. 

Though tobacco companies 
are on the defensive in the 
United States and Canada, they 
arc clearly winning the battle 
for the hearts and lungs of most 
of the peoples on planet Earth. 
The World Health Organization 
reports that 1.1 billion people 
worldwide smoke, including 
nearly half of all males. Cigar¬ 
ette consumption by people 15 
and older increased 18 percent 
between the early 1970s and 
the early 1990s. During that 
period, a drop in smoking rates 
in the United States and other 
established market economies 
was more than offset by a con¬ 
tinuing surge in the former 
Communist countries and the 
developing world. 

China alone has 350 million 
smokers, more than the entire 
population of the United States. 
About three million new Chi¬ 
nese smokers begin puffing 
every year. In contrast. South 
Africa, by mounting one of the 
world's most intense and sys¬ 
tematic ’ anti-smoking cam¬ 
paigns, managed to persuade 
about half a million smokers, or 
two percent of the population, 
to quit in the last year. 

Getting smokers to stop, of 
course, is much harder than 
keeping them from starting. 
Anti-smoking activists allege 
that cigarettes sold abroad con¬ 
tain higher doses of addictive 
chemicals than those sold in the 
United States. Marketing those 


cigarettes to young people is 
cosier in developing countries 
where there are lew or no mili¬ 
tant anti-smoking groups, and 
governments have far more 
urgent problems than tobacco 
use. 

So just as many Yankees are 
deciding to quit—or being 


1-LJRie S W-lS»I*=U .*73* 


short, the world's most popu¬ 
lous regions. 

In Russia, colorful ads for 
Western cigarettes arc splashed 
over once-stark bus stops, bill¬ 
boards and subway walls. A 
new law requires that warnings 
about the dangers of smoking 
occupy five percent of the 
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A 21 Puff Salute 

shamed or shunned 
into stopping—around the space on 

world a giant new generation of the disci! 
smokers is being bom. The a 

"For every person who stops typical ii 
smoking in the North, two start good lil 
smoking in the South," said beautiful 
Leonardo Daino, director of the Russir 

anti-tobacco campaign of the cials bla 
Argentine League Against Can- children 
cer. referring to the shift in lier. Sor 
smoking from the First to the puffs at 
Third worlds. Health I 

The prime markets arc Latin age 17.: 
America. Africa, Southeast 28 perce 
Asia, Chinx the former Soviet smokers. 
Union and Eastern Europe—in In Chi 


space on the advertisement, but 
the disclaimers rarely appear. 

The ads often feature stereo¬ 
typical images of the American 
good life: sexy women and 
beautiful scenery. 

Russian Health Ministry offi¬ 
cials blame such ads for luring 
children to cigarettes ever ear¬ 
lier. Some now take their first 
puffs at age 10 or 12. The 
Health Ministry says that by 
age 17. 53 percent of boys and 
2S percent of girls have become 
smokers. 

In China, 16 percent ol' ele¬ 


mentary and high-school pupils 
surveyed said they were regular 
smokers, and 33 percent had 
tried cigarettes, according to 
the official People 's Daily. 

Laws against underage 
smoking arc routinely ignored 
even in countries that pride 
themselves on the law-abiding 
nature of their citizenry. 
British law bans cigar- 
pjrTy. cue. sales to anyone 
younger than 16 ( _but a 
quarter of all 15-year- 
olds admit to being regu- 
cg lar smokers. 
c=fi. Childhood habits arc 
^ especially hard to break. 

In France, the average 
) age when people start 
,_ S smoking is 14. By age 

I IS. 58 percent smoke. 

In Japan, smoking is a 
social activity and some 
people say they smoke to 
keep their friends 

company. 

Nearly 59 percent of 
adult men in Japan still 
smoke, although that 

j£; number is down from SO 

M percent in the 1960s. 

Just this year, the gov¬ 
ernment introduced the 
first guidelines —not 
laws—establishing smoke-free 
spaces in public buildings. Cig¬ 
arette ads are legal in Japan, 
but the industry restricts itself 
to running them on late-night 
television. Leaders of a nearly 
„ijr invisible anti-smoking 
movement complain that 
cigarette consumption hy 

minors has grown fivefold in 
less than 20 years. 

To keep from being shut out 
of overseas markets by tariffs 
on foreign cigurcues, the 
tobacco companies arc invest¬ 
ing abroad. Philip Morris Co., 


R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Inter¬ 
national and British and Amer¬ 
ican Tobacco Industries, or 
BAT. have purchased control¬ 
ling shares in Russian tobacco 
factories. Philip Morris also 
has a joint venture with the 
China National Tobacco Corp. 
to manufacture Marlboros in 
Shanghai and Ningbo. 

Tobacco companies are 
among the most successful for- • 
sign firms operating in Japan. 
Since the cigarette industry 
was liberalized in 1985, their 
share of the market has • 
zoomed from (ess than three 


percent to about 20 percent. 
Unlike such products as beef 
and rice, there are no tariffs on 
imported cigarettes. 

Many governments have lit¬ 
tle incentive to crack down on 
smoking because they own 
shares in lucrative national 
tobacco companies or derive 
significant income from cigar¬ 
ette excise taxes. 

In Brazil, tobacco is. the 
biggest source of tax revenue; 
74 percent of the price of ‘a 
package of cigarettes lands in 
government coffers. Though it 
remains the world’s leading 


exporter of tobacco, Brazil 
recently instituted tough new 
bans on smoking in public 
places. Enforcement remains 
to be seen. 

In Chinx government depen¬ 
dence on tobacco revenues are 
seen as the prime obstacle to 
ami-smoking efforts. The eco¬ 
nomics are staggering: 1.7 tril¬ 
lion cigarettes are sold each 
year, enough to supply every 
man, woman and child with 
more than 70 packs! Ten mil: 
lion Chinese work in the 
tobacco industry. Tobacco sales 
are worth S24 billion a year and 




ore growing 18 percent annu¬ 
ally. Cigureoc taxes amount to 
$9 billion a year, about 12 per¬ 
cent of the central government's 
revenue. 

Still, the government in Beij¬ 
ing plans to ban all tobacco 
advertising by the year 2000. 
About 30 Chinese cities have 
banned smoking in such public 
places as hospitals, libraries and 
sports stadiums, but-the laws are 
•widely flouted. Fines for viola¬ 
tors run about $1.20— less than 
a pack uf the popular BAT cig¬ 
arettes. State Express 555. ■ 
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Launching its new musical season i vi _ 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
in cooperation with Q 

Goethe Institut T 

presents the German r „ . - 


• - i ..V 


Schonbom Chamber Orchestra of Bruchsal Jf|f| 

and T'"™ 

The Youth Orchestra of the NationaJ Music Conservatory 

Helmut Burkhard, Conductor 

Saturday, 21 September 1996 - 8:00 p.m. 

Al Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium - University of Jordan 

The program includes pieces by Bach, Britten, Elgar in addition to Arab music pieces 
by Sayyed Darwish. 

Ticket prices: JD 7 and 5 

- * Tickets available ae 

'• - Artisans, tel. 647858 

-i- -AlahliaAbelaSuperstore,tel.688481 

■ Alissar Rowers, tel. 827695 

- Babiche. tel. 661322 

J/BSjtl' - Caffe Moka, tel. 856265 

" Characters, tel. 079- 27106 
; - Freddy for Music, tel. 692696 

■ Music Box. tel. 815745 

- National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


o National Pavilion Of Jordan, Greece, Egypt, 
India, Malaysia . 

o international Airlines And Travel Agents . 

° Travel Magazine. 
o Hotels And Restaurants . 


Philadelphia Hotel - Royal Hail 
From 21 - 24/9/1996 
Free Entry To The General Public 


Free Drawing On Airlines Tickets 
And Many Other Prizes 

Open Daily From 11:00 A.M -1:00 P.M 
and From 5:00 P.M - 9:00 P.M 





official 

Publication 

IORDAN 

'TODAY 

. Timm 


Support By 

Jordan Ministry Of 
Tourism & Antiquates 


Organized By 

Almadina Information 
Tel. 688141 
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Five decades of 
globalization 

• The Amman InterContinental Hotel 
and UNICEF held yesterday..Wednesday, 
a press conference to celebrate their 
entrance imo the 50th decade. On this 
occasion. The Inter.Con. and UNICEF 
established the theme of globalization as 
their primary objective. The iwctbrganiza- 
tions are sponsoring a number of fund rais¬ 
ing projects. Among the projects, is a 
grand concert featuring Majida A1 
Round. The concert is to be held on Sep¬ 
tember 26 under the patronage of Their 
Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor. 
The two organizations dedicate their 50th 
Anniversary to reaching out to children 
across the globe, making it a better place 
to live in. 



Infinity of Dana 
through art 


French culture for 
the cosmopolitan 


By Christian Doumit 

Special to The Star 

E ternity, infinity, light, dawn. love, beau¬ 
ty. paradise are few words to describe the 
water colours of Dana by Salem Kanaan 
and Pia Hayes on show at the Alia Art 
Gallery in Jabal Amman. The exhibition which 
opened on Monday 16 August will run through 
26 September. 

Located in Southwest Jordan—near TafiJeh— 
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Jackson’s 
racism gets him 
in trouble 



AMMAN (Stan—Despite Michael Jackson's 
popularity around the world, it seems that he is 
still unwclcomcd in the Arab world and Egypt in 
particular. Since it was reported that Jackson 
shows unjustified despise to Arabs, the likeli¬ 
hood of having him in the Arab countries is 
decreasing Though his new album “History” 
made a great success in Paraguay, the Egyp¬ 
tians. it seems, will not take part in continuing 
this success. 

The pop singer’s performances around the 
world gained him an unprecedented reputation. 
He serves for a long time as an ambassador of 
American culture to the world. Human aspects 
are inherent in most of his songs. Though 
known as a philanthropist, this is not the case 
when it comes to Arabs. Jackson, it was 
reported, said that “if I knew that Arabs would 
ever listen to my songs 1 would never get 
involved in singing. "I don’t think that a singer 
who seeks a good reputation and popularity 
would say that." said the American Ambassador 
to Egypt. 

However, the ambassador expressed concern 
about the possibility that Jackson might be pre¬ 
vented from holding his concert in Egypt which 
is due in October. He met with students from the 
American University in Cairo and explained to 
them how important it is to support Jackson 
amid expectations that his concert would likely 
be cancelled. In response, five students set up "a 
group called the "Jackson Lovers" to defend the 
singer. 

But the problem has political undertones. 
Cancelling the concert might lead to a political 
crisis between Egypt and the US. The ambassa¬ 
dor explained that Egyptians should take reason¬ 
able decisions. 

He added that if Egyptians insist on their posi¬ 
tion this would gel us back to the tense relations 
during Nasser’s era. "Holding the concert means 
belter relationship between Egypt and the US." 

Another source al the American Embassy said 
that there is a possibility that the US will use the 
aid issue us a wav Lo make Egypi reverse its 
decision. 

Jackson, whose concert in Morocco was can¬ 
celled. received an offer of four million pounds 
by one of the Egyptian advertising companies ro 
hold a concert in Cairo. Despite the company's 
efforts to present a bright image of Jackson* to 
the public, it is said that the people of Cairo are 
against Jackson because of his racist attitude and 
disrespect to Arabs. 

Asked on how the reply of American state 
department will be to the Egyptian decision, the 
ambassador said that "talking about a possible 
American reply is premature." ■ 


Dana is perched high on a hill overlooking vast 
stretched of valleys. Unable to tolerate the con¬ 
stancy and confinement of their studio, it was to 
Dana ihai Pia and Salam tied to—into the open, 
the plain air of nature, declaring color as the car¬ 
rier of life. And since they endeavoured to appre¬ 
hend color in its minute momentary aspects, they 
reduced it to its finest particles. The ultimate aim 
being an an bent on seizing, the impressions of 
volatile moments. "Something strong happens to 
your eyes." says Kanaan. when the slopes of 
arches and hill’s are visited by a light that is 

_ uniquely radiant and gentle. It was 

, " the light that he waited for and it 
! came suddenly. There is more than 
■ mere sensation in what he gives back 
for what he has absorbed. The '’heat 
! in the shadow." as he puts it is yet an- 
’ other example of how Kanaan can en- 
.«• - • dow this dazzling game of light and 

, shadow with life and poetic expres- 

Compared to any other style of 
giSp ■ painting, the watercolours of Dana by 
@g|Pr ! Hayes is a field of ruins, but from 
MjjifcJ these ruins there emanates a life of 
the greatest intensity and immediacy. 
The partitioning of surface and firm 
g&W into innumerable brush strokes of 
IpajH- j varying nuances gives the art work a 
j new vitality But. if we want to find 
jHp® j rhythm in these watercolours we 
must seek ic in the subtle color of par- 

IT+ j Hayes and Kanaan do not abandon 
j themselves with devotion to their 
ita* I subject nor did they chose Dana with 
, jHr j its arches and waves. It was Dana that 
~ chose them. Yet each one of them 
- ‘J sees the place differently, their per- 
; eeptions revealing their ego. their 
! own nature. And if the criterion of 
1 their style is beauty. Hayes and Kan- 
I am possess a style of the most refined 
! quality. ■ 


By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 


P resenting a naiional cul¬ 
ture to the world 
requires a qualified team 
and organized work. The 
French Cultural Center in 
Amman is one of those teams 
who are keen on conveying a 
clear image of the French cul¬ 
ture to Jordanian community. 

Since it was established, the 
center held a different cultural 
activities ranging from art exhi¬ 
bitions and music concerts to 
film showing and lectures. 

“It is important before you 
present your culture to a certain 
society to leam its language and 
values" Mr Denis Toupin. the 
newly appointed director of the 
center told The Star He added Toupin 
that different cultures are like 
rivers which need a bridge to link them with 
each other and that is what we are trying lo do in 
the center. “Nowadays French people are very 
interested to know more about the oriental 
aspects." 

Mr Toupin who lived in Yemen for a long 
time, comes to Jordan with the perspective that 
Jordanian culture is a part oi a whole Arab cul¬ 
ture that shares one language. He said that there 
are meeting points between the French and Jor¬ 
danian cultures from which we can launch our 
work. 

During his work in Yemen Mr Toupin learned 
to speak Arabic. This is helping him to commu¬ 
nicate with Jordanians and know something 
about their cultural interests and orientations. "I 
meet Jordanian artists, musicians and ordinary 
people in the street to gel a general feeling of the 
social atmosphere in Jordan." he savs. "In this 
sense there is a concentration on the universal 
themes and values that most r peT>ple share. 


Toupin 



"France is becoming, just like Jordan, a cosmo¬ 
politan society." 

Though Toupin has only been here for a short 
time, he said that the cultural scene in Jordan is 
intense. He added that "during my visit to the 
different culrural centers in' Jordan like, for 
example, the National Music Conservatory. 1 
found that most of them have full schedules of 
activities. 1 think that the national authorities 
should be interested in promoting such activi¬ 
ties. especially the Jordan TV." 

Asked if the type of French cultural activi¬ 
ties are not followed widely by Jordanians, he 
said that it is up to people in the end to decide 
if these activities are good or bad. But as Tou¬ 
pin sees iL art can bring people of different 
tastes and thoughts together. "Young people in 
Jordan constitute the maioritv of society. Thev 
need to be oriented to be able to communicate 
with others.” ■ 


Al Aridi’s exhibition 


Hope for an existential alternative 


By Anca de Maio 

Special to The Star 

T he young Iraqi professional painter. 
Riyadh Al Aridi. opened his third solo 
exhibition at the Jordan Plastic Art Asso¬ 
ciation’ Gallery in Amman last week . 
The'col lection displays 19 of Al Aridi’s most 
recent paintings, all of them created in Amman, 
during his one-and-a-half year stay. Through 
Jordan, Al Aridi starts the international tour he 
has always dreamt of. "I’d like to travel a lot 
The idea of being an artist of the world fasci¬ 
nates me." he says. 

Originally from Dewaneya city, the Iraqi art¬ 
ist resorts to the power of art to transcend reality 
and to sublimate the “tragedies" of the history of 
the South of his countty. “As ancient as Sumer¬ 
ian civilization, ‘sadness’ in this context is the 
state of mind that marks our whole existence." 
declares the artist who. at the age of 28. has the 
wisdom to appreciate each and every instant of 
life as a wonderful special gift 
Black is the colour that organizes the compo¬ 
sition of al! paintings that are displayed. Never¬ 
theless none of them suggests distress or mourn¬ 
ing. “Black docs not express tragedy." 
underlines the painter. “Ji just stands for a 
period of my life that I cannot forget iL" As con¬ 
trast always reinforces accuracy in perception, 
Al Aridi's experience of darkness intensifies the 
quality of light. 

Thus, the world seems "brighter, clearer, hap¬ 
pier." This philosophy of life is translated into 
modern plastic art by the century-old chairos- 
curo technique. Black figurative and non- 


figuralive shapes stand against a bright back¬ 
ground of white, beige, light gray and yellow 
spots. 

Recurrently, the black oil colour takes the 
shape of a mysterious caL "I don’t know why I 
fed like painting cats, maybe because they are 
humble and gentle." the artist says modestly. 
Though he normally does not like to give titles 
to his paintings, he mokes one exception. The 
Dream of a Cat is the name of an l-shaped pic¬ 
ture. Narrow and vertical, it resembles an ideo¬ 
gram whose sense of reading is paradoxically 
from the bottom to the top. Sequence by 
sequence, the thoughtful cat tells its dream in a 
coded but harmonious language. It may be the 
artistic subconscious itself 
unfolding its meanders dur¬ 
ing the process of creation. 

Other symbols like the 
dead fish and the window 
hide have multiple possible 
meanings. As a sign of opti¬ 
mism. the window motif 
expresses hope for an exis¬ 
tential alternative. 

As for formal innovation, 
the frame of certain paint¬ 
ings is given a semantic 
function. For instance, there 
is one consisting of two 
framed pictures, so to say. 
which represents a human 
body cur in two parts. The 
incision is so deep that the 
body of the picture is muti¬ 
lated too. Blank areas are 


included within the 
frame of another 
painting as if some¬ 
thing was missing. 

Al Aridi's exhi¬ 
bition is a moving 
love declaration to 
life and art. It marks 
without doubt a real 
turning point in his 
artistic evolution 

and in his inter- _ 
national asser- *w 
u'on. ■ ™ 






Calvin Klein perfumes in Jordan 


AMMAN (Star)—A new collection of Calvin 
Klein perfumes are just the latest on the market 
in Jordan. They are distributed by the Abu 
Shakra-Promark. Its general manager. Mr Raed 
Abu Shakra announced the perfumes during a 
cocktail evening held at the Marriott Hotel Last 
Sunday. It was attended by Mr Joseph Fariha. 
representative of the American Calvin Klein 
cosmetics company. Mr Abd Al Hameed Abu 
Shakra. Mr Rami Abu Shakra and a large 



number of perfume dealers and customers in 
Amman. 

Mr Raed Abu Shakra said Calvin Klein's per¬ 
fumes will be available at all of Abu Shakra’s 
perfume stores around the Kingdom. This is in 
addition to a selected number of other perfume 
stores which will be dealing with these 
fragrances. 

Mr Raed Abu Shakra highlighted the impor¬ 
tance of introducing the new collection of per¬ 
fumes. He said that Abu Shakra- 
Promark always seeks to be in 
the forefront in introducing the 
latest perfumes to the Jordanian 
market. Abu Shakra has intro¬ 
duced four perfumes for men and 
women. They are: Obsession. 
Eternity, Escape and CK One. 
The latter is the latest having 
made international record sales 
so far. 

Mr Fariha presented a video 
film about the life of the designer 
Calvin Klein and the story behind 
his success. The film also fea¬ 
tured the qualifies and uses of 
each perfume. Fariha said that 
Calvin Klein was met with great 
success in the US and it was "then 
introduced to Europe. ■ 



Calvin Klein 


THE FAR SIDE 

By GARY LARSON 



“Oh, wonderful! Look at this, Etta — 
another mouth to feed." 



Killer bees are generally described as 
starting out as larvae delinquents. 
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‘Vince! Just trample him!... He's drawing 
you into his kind of fight!” 
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Donning his new canine decoder. Professor 
Schwartzman becomes the first human being on 
Earth to hear what barking dogs are actually saying. 


Exhibitions 

■ Summer ‘96, at Darat al 
Funun, continues till 10 
October. 

■ Tapis Volant, at The 
French Cultural Centre, 
continues from 8 till 24 
September. 

Films 

■ Number Time . at The 
British Council, 24 Sep¬ 
tember, at 5:00 pm. 

M Truly Madly Deeply, al 
The British Council, 25 
September, at 7:00 pm. 


■ Dia Azzawi. at Darat al 
Funun, 19 September, at 
6:00 pm. 

■ Mollere. second part at 
The French Cultural Cen¬ 
tre, 23 September, at 8:00 
pm. 

Cdncert 

B Magna Carta band , at 
The British Council, 24-25 
September., at al Al Bayt 
University, 22 Sep. & At 
Yarmouk University, 23 
Sep 
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September 1996 

A special section offering 
fresh perspectives on 
global issues preparedfor 

The Star 
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Friendship, not work, is the requirement for today's successful domestic animal 

Cats and dogs now rule 
the animal kingdom 


Look at this, Etfa 
to feed/- 



In a world where millions of people are starving, huge sums of 
money are spent each day to acquire and feed domestic animals 
whose utility value grows less and less each year. Despite the cost, 
tills worldwide love affair with pets keeps growing 
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By Daniel Samper 

JUDGlKG by Hollywood cartoons 
and movies, which never lire of 
showing Pancho sporting a mus¬ 
tache, sombrero and burro, there 
must be a donkey for even’ Mex¬ 
ican. 

As it turns out, tlio.se who 
create tills image deserve to 
clean up after Pancho's donkey, 
since the reality is very differ¬ 
ent. While the number of Mex¬ 
icans grows at a rate of 2.2 percent a 
year, die country's donkey population 
is diminishing. It is estimated that 
there are just under 3.2 million don¬ 
keys in the entire country—so car¬ 
toonists who want to be on die cutting 
edge should place .'30 peasants around 
each burro. 

This phenomenon is not limited to 
Mexico. It’s universal. Donkeys, 
mules and odier domestic animals vi¬ 
tal for mankind's survival only a few 
- decades ago now seem doomed to dis- 
• appear. For centuries Spain was a land 
of horses and caballeros, of mules and 
muleteers. Today there only 110,000 
mules and 248,000 horses. Not to 
mention die sharp reduction of ca¬ 
balleros (jackasses) a subject worthy 
of Don Juan. Only 120,000 remain, 
and this number diminishes every day. 

The Industrial Revolution was good 
for mankind, but enormously traumat¬ 
ic for animals. With die arrival of mod¬ 
em transportation and the steam en¬ 
gine, horses, mules, oxen and donkeys 
were herded oft’ the economic land¬ 
scape. This revolution also paved die 
way for the mass production of food 
derived from barnyard animals, which 
left hunting animals out of a job. 
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The last blow was die expansion of 
cities at the expense of rural life. The 
ancestral homes where chickens and 
pigs were raised became a picturesque 
relic of die past. Most people now live 
in tiny apartment*. 

Tlie only animals that are flourish¬ 
ing are those that, thanks to 
their intelligence, size and tidi¬ 
er characteristics, were able iu 
adapt. Dogs and eats top diis 
list. To remain in the home, 
the dogs sharpened their guarding 
and patrolling skills, die cuts their 
mouse-catching ability. Later, when 
nuclear families were dissolved, there 
was a new role for both species: that 
of companions. 

Dugs living in Neolithic Europe 
5,000 years ago were already doines- 

TOPDQG? 

The feline:canine ratio (in millions) 


tic animals. Fur several millennia be¬ 
fore that they hatf been wolves or coy¬ 
otes. But the great transformation oc¬ 
curred since 1000. From earning a 
living as hunting animals, they evolved 
into watchdogs. And From procuring 
their mvn food they turned into 
adorable parasites that depend on 
dieir owners to fill their bellies. 

This new status has been a blessing 
lor dogs. Better cared than ever, they 
are the new crowned heads of the an¬ 
imal kingdom. Horses, who had held 
that tide lor centuries, were dethroned 
since it is tough to keep them in 80 
square meter apartments. Has anyone 
attempted to watch TV sitting on a 
couch with a horse next to him? Or 
witli a donkey on his lap? Does any¬ 
one know what it is to clean to the 


Count? 


Cats 


Australia 

.. 3.2 

2.8 

Austria 

0.8 

0.8 

Belgium 

1.3-1 .8 

1.5-1.7 

Denmark 

0.6 

0.5 

Finland 

0.5 

0.4 

France 

9 

7 

Germany 

8.81 

8.26 

Greece 

0.4 

0.4 

Holland 

1.4 

1.9 

Ireland 

0.5 

0.3 

Italy 

6 

7 

Portugal 

1-3 

0.8 

Russia 

39 

47 

Spain (1994) 

3.5 

3 

Sweden 

1 

0.9 

UK 

6.55 

7.23 

US 

54.2 

64 
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Caution marks the Chinese approach to pets 


Beijing casts a big shadow 
over dogs and their owners 
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By Zhou Fang 

H u SoNCYUN,an S5-year-old Bei¬ 
jing resident, walks out of lus 
house ever*' morning for a one- 
hour stroll widi his four bird¬ 
cages. .After that he joins a group 
of his friends, all bird-lovers, at a 
.liny street park in die western part of 
the city. While the old men chat, their 
caged birds sing and show oft 
their plumage in the sunshine. 

U I love to talk to my birds 
and they understand me.” says 
Hu, a retired accountant. "VVe 
arc fond of each other." In fact, since his 
; wife died seven years ago, the birds 
have been the only creatures to keep 
him company. His sons and daughters 
all live in other districts and are too 
busy to visit their father often. 

Birds are the most popular kind of 
pets in China. In Beijing alone, there 
are more than 160,000 households 
raising birds, according to Wang 
Zengm'an, secretary general of die Bei¬ 
jing Bird-Loving and Raising .Associa¬ 
tion, with 2,400 registered members. 
Ornamental fish, including goldfish 
and other species, are also popular 
pets. In the past two decades, shops 
selling rare ornamental fish and related 
goods, ranging from feed to latest elec¬ 
tronic devices, have mushroomed 
across die country. Many people are 
malting big money from the booming 
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business—a pair of dragon-lish may 
sell for 100,000 yuan ($.3 yuan equals 
US? 1 ). 

Despite die bourn. Chinese people 
have a very cautious approach to keep¬ 
ing pets. Few Chinese like to keep 
snakes, owls, crocodiles, lizards and 
spiders, regarding them as being too 
dangerous or too ugly. State law pro¬ 
hibits individuals from raising 
endangered species such us the 
Giant Panda, golden monkeys, 
tigers, leopards and bears. 
Cows, horses, sheep and pigs 
serve either as labor force or incut-sup¬ 
pliers. therefore seldom up|>ear as pets, 
fact, very 
kinds of 
animals could 
be listed as 
pets in China. 

Besides fish 
and birds, die 
two ocher ma¬ 
jor kinds of 
pets in China 
are cats and 
dogs. Here 
again the two 

animals have some practical purposes 
to sen e: cats are expected to catch rats, 
dogs to look after die house, especially 
in rural Cliina. 

Many Chinese consider cat the pret¬ 
tiest, smartest and most cunning ani¬ 



mal, and applaud its skills as a rat¬ 
catcher. In Cliina, rats are die last 
choice as a pet. To challenge die US- 
made “Mickey Mouse,” Chinese car¬ 
toon-makers have created “Sergeant 
Black Cat” in winch criminal rats are al¬ 
ways oveqiowered by righteous cats. 

While many urban Chinese have 
kept cats for decades, dogs only re¬ 
cently appeared as pets iu Chinese 
cities. By the early 1990*. the dog pop¬ 
ulation soared to 120 mil¬ 
lion, of which 12 
million were 
r m an ideological \ pets. They 
contaminant of the /brought 
bourgeoisie f about a flour¬ 
ishing pet busi¬ 
ness which be¬ 
wildered many 
Chinese citi¬ 
zens: pet shops, 
pet-food stores 
and pet-hospi- 

tals. The enor¬ 
mous profits in 
die dog trade 
drove people to 
smuggle a large 
number of puppies from other coun¬ 
tries, especially the former Soviet re¬ 
publics. 

Unlike the quiet, self-sufficient cats, 
from die very beginning the barking 
dogs aroused much controversy among 


spots on a rug left by a mule? 

The result is diat the horse popu¬ 
lation today—some 60 million in the 
entire world—is lower than dial of any 
domesric or barnyard animal, widi die 
exception of mules and donkeys. 
There are 1.3 billion catde. 1.13 bil¬ 
lion sheep, 865 million pigs. 580 mil¬ 
lion ducks, and 259 million turkeys. 
The chicken population is more than 
double the human population, and 
even the buffalo population, which 
stands at 247 million, is three times 
larger than the donkey population. 

In addition, there are about 350 
million dogs and 320 million cats 
worldwide. This is a very rough esti¬ 
mate because, unlike other animals, 
cats and dogs arc not part of the GNP 
since they aren't considered useful 
and valuable like cattle. In the US 
dogs continue to be the favorite pet 
(they are present in 36.5 percent of all 
households, compared to cats, present 
in only 30.9 percent). Birds are very' 
far behind (5.7 percent), and fish even 
more so (2.S percent). 

Boosted by the success of cat books 
like the Garfield cartoon series, cats 
look set to overtake dogs as the most 
popular pet in the US. In France, 
however, dogs have displaced cats, 
which always seemed so very French. 
In 1969 there were 6 million dogs and 
6.3 million cats. After 1975. the cat 
population started to decline. In 19S8 
Pluto's Friends numbered 9 million, 
compared to 7 million of their furry, 
spitting adversaries. 

The French sociologist Paul Yonnet 
explains that popularity of pecs in the 
following terms: “Through close en- 
, counters of the tliird kind with cats and 
dogs, men and women fight not only 
against their educational loneliness, but 
also against the loneliness of the human 
species.” Yoimet’s thesis is that the 
owner has as much enjoyment educat¬ 
ing his pet as using it as 
a companion. 



US pets travel first class 


Estimated annual value of pet products industry in the US: S15 billion. 

Shelf space taken up by canned pet food m the average American super¬ 
market. in feet: 163. 

Space taken up by canned soup, in feet: 104. 

Number of pets blessed at the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi at New York’s 
cathedral of Sl John the Divine in 19S9: 1.000. 

Pet death support groups in the U S: 65. 

Snakes are the most expensive reptile with an average cost of £ 156. Snake 
owners spend about S275 a year on products and services (including food). They 
are the most expensive to maintain. Non-surgical vet visits costs are $63. 

Turtles are the least expensive reptiles to buyand to maintain with an av¬ 
erage cost of $20 and annual maintenance of $87. Vet visits average $10. 

Hamster owners spend $96 a year on care and maintance. 

Guinea pig owners spend $245 on their pets each year. 
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The truth is that dogs and cats 
need to be reeducated. From running 
freely across die fields chasing rabbits, 
birds or mice, they have bccomejnilcd 
consumers. Dogs no longer cause the 
problems they did in the past, when 
they attacked homes and killed cattle 
in wild packs. Now they become neu¬ 
rotic and their droppings drive may¬ 
ors crazy. 

For the first problem, cat and dog 
psychiatrists have emerged (maybe 
some open minded canary might ben¬ 
efit as well). Dr. Roger Abran tes. a Dari- 
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sociologists. social 
wc >rkers. govemn tent of¬ 
ficials and ordinary citi¬ 
zens Shortly after the 
first spell of dog-fervor 
emerged in die early 
1980s, the animals be¬ 
came die target of a po¬ 
litical campaign directed 
against “ideological 
contaminants of die 
butt rgeo isie,” pri miptcd 
by people who viewed 
keeping dogs for pets as 
too alien a lifestyle for a 
developing country* like 
China. 

The move to chase and beat dogs 
raised as pels in cities, however, met ve¬ 
hement opposition from chose who be¬ 
lieved diat these pets were a sign of 
China's new open policy, and argued 
that cruelty to these pets might mar the 
country's international image. As a re¬ 
sult, pet dogs managed to survive and 
even thrive in Chinese cities for sever¬ 
al more years, until too many citizens 
found it hard to tolerate them. 

“Pets, especially dogs, have caused 
certain social problems,* observes a 
deputy to the Beijing People's Con¬ 
gress, the city's parliament, which 
adopted a local decree on restricting 
pet dogs in 1994. “They sometimes 
pollute streets and disturb the neigh¬ 
borhood life. And dogs have a good 
appetite as well—the 120 million dogs 
in China consume some !I5 billion kg 
of grain annually, enough to feed 40 
million people, while some 70 million 
Chinese are living under die poverty- 
line with a net per capita annual in¬ 
come of500 yuan and 350 kilograms 
of grain.* 1 

On the other hand, says the 
deputy—who declines to give his 


Estimated number of 
domestic cats in the UK: 

7.23 million. 


Estimated number of 
birds killed annually by do¬ 
mestic cats in die UK: 20 
million. 


Average life span of cat 
in the UK: 14 years. 



name—more and more people fell vic¬ 
tims to dog bites in die early 1990s. In 
Beijing alone, dogs set their teeth into 
more tlian 52.000 residents every year 
between 1990 and J 992, while such 
victims numbered 60.000 in Shang¬ 
hai, China's largest metropolis. Be¬ 
tween 198S and 1993.89 Beijing res¬ 
idents died of rabies caused bv dog 
bites. 

The government was again pres¬ 
sured to tighten its control over pet 
dogs, this time as a matter of safety 
rather dian ideological and political 
correctness. But the step was taken 
more prudeiidy diis time, and a series 
of fact-finding surveys discovered dial 
pet owners were different. The major¬ 
ity of diem were jobless people or pen¬ 
sioners who kept a dog as a compan¬ 
ion. as the surveys found. This ran 
contrary to die conventional view dial 
dog owners were people leading a life 
of luxury financed by unearned in¬ 
comes. 

Finally. Beijing, Shanghai. Tianjin 
and Guangzhou respectiv ely passed lo¬ 
cal decrees to curb the “population ex¬ 
plosion” of dogs in these cities. Accord- 


ish veterinary dial also teaches mailmen 
to “read” die growls of watchdogs, is 
one such specialist. Also professors 
such as Nicholas Doth nan, from the 
prestigious'] tills University in die US. 
who re comm ends treating extremely 
nervous dogs with Prozac, as if dicv 
were modem business executives. 

For the second problem—fecal 
contamination—many solutions have 
been tried, from canine public baths 
up to steep fines lor their owners. This 
is no laughing matter. According to a 
study undertaken just a feu* weeks ago, 
canine detritus on the streets of 
Madrid increases a whopping 65 per¬ 
cent every two years. In 1986 this was 
one of the issues debated during the 
campaign tn elect the mayor of Paris. 
The incumbent, Jacques Chirac, had 
deployed .t flotilla of 100 molecreUts. 
or “poopin' »I>ili-s."aiul the opposition 
considered that the cost of the poop 
collection equipment was nothing 
short of outragejius: US$33 a pound. 

There's no doubt that, in let ins of 
waste, the dogs are given a run for ilieiv 
money by the political campaigns that 
make their everyday needs an issue. 
Nevertheless, cats and dogs seem to he 
entering the 21st century with the 
peace of mind that comes from being 
an integral part of die human family. 

And as flit* as donkeys go. perhaps 
the new century will reserve for them a 

place in the 7.i.>o.tU) 
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ing to these laws.all urban-dwelling dog 
owners must pay 5.1HHI to 1U.UU0 vnan 
fin the registration of j dog—usually 
granted by the public security audiori- 
Ucs—ami IMiittl to8.90(1 y ti.m for its an¬ 
imal renewal. 

Many citizens welcomed the re¬ 
strictions. but quiic a lew »lug-owners 
ready fell angered. "It is crazy to toll 
5.001) yuan as icgisu auon toe from a re¬ 
tired worker like me, which is about my 
yearly pen si mi."'says Wang Nitiju,a 65- 
vear-old woman in Beijing. “I onlv 
want a companion.” 

Local dog-owners' opposition has 
forced die authorities in Beijing to 
lower the registration Tee to 3.000 
yuan, but die annual icncvval charge 
remains at 2.000 yuan. “I don't know 
iff can afford to pay the loll next vear,” 
Wang sighs, adding that her wood- 
processing factory is struggling to 
► A BIG SHADOW PAGE 3 
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THE PRICE OF PETS 
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The friendship of “man's best friend" does not come free 



Average annual cost of rais¬ 
ing a dog to the age of 12 in the 
US: $651. 


Annual per capita GNP of 
Nigeria (1994): $2S0. 

Annual per capita GNP of India 
(1994): $310. 


Cost of a dog license in Boston. 
USA: $4.50. 


Cost ofa dog license in Beijing. 
China: $361. 


(Utility pets lead a marketing boom 


Brazilians open their doors 
to animal companionship 


reporting 

"from 


By Carlos Castilho 

ilson Neves earns US$230 a 
month working in Brazil's "infor¬ 
mal economy.” There is little 
money to spare for luxuries. In 
early June, however, he spent 
$53—more than a quarter of his 
monthly income—trying to save the life 
of his street dog in a veterinary clinic. 

In the same month Joan¬ 
na Metz, a retired public ser¬ 
vant. paid S60 to treat the 
broken leg her singing bird 
sustained. The veterinarian's 
bill was three times the price of the bird 
in a pet shop. 

For Neves and Metz, money wasn't 
an issue compared to the health of then- 
pets. But money matters a lot to veteri¬ 
narian laboratories, pet shop owners, 
pet breeders and . . 

processed food 
manufacturers, all of 
whom are riding a 
wave that grew ap¬ 
proximately 17 per¬ 
cent in 1995 anc! is 
forecast to grow 25 
percent annually 
over the next five 
years. Brazil's pet 
market is very 
small—amounting 
to 2.2 percent of a 
world market worth SIS billion—but 
it's die biggest in Latin America, with 
annual sales reaching S400 million in 
1995. 

Brazil's pel population numbers an 
estimated 20 million birds, fish, reptiles 


Almost three in every five of 
my clients call their dogs and 
cats‘my sen’or‘my love.’ 
Their tolerance for 
pets is higger than for kids’ 
misconduct 


and mammals, almost one animal for 
every seven humans. Cats and dogs ac¬ 
count for nine out of every 10 pets. 

What has changed dramatically in 
the last 10 years is die relation between 
"indoor” and "outdoor" pets. There 
are no reliable statistics, but one expe¬ 
rienced vet estimates that, until the 
1930s. approximately 60 percent of 
Brazil" canine population 
were "srreet dogs.’" Today, 
only 40 percent fall into this 
category. 

The explanation for this 
radical change has more to do with psy¬ 
chology than wid\ public health,econ¬ 
omy or social fashion, according to Rio 
de Janeiro therapist Jose Francisco 
Lins de Silva. “Animals are becoming 
more important to the emotional bal¬ 
ance of the families 
in general than 
boys and girls.'* 
says Silva. “People 
transfer affection to 
pets more easily 
than to a son or a 
daughter. They say 
that when you care 
for a dog it recipro¬ 
cates completely. 
The same doesn't 
happen with hu¬ 
man beings. 1 ' 

Vets confirm this explanation. ‘‘Al¬ 
most three in every five of ray clients 
call their dogs and cats ‘ray son’ or ‘my 
love.' Their tolerance for pets is bigger 
than for kids' misconduct,” says Marce- 
lo Silveira. a vet in Florianopolis. a city 


located in the southern part of Brazil. 

Affection is not the only reason 
Brazilians are buying pets. “Utility' 
pets” are the fastest growing category, 
mainly because Brazilians are using 
more and more dogs as a defensive 
weapon in crime-ridden big cities. In 
Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, the usu- 
al jogging places are also a parade of 
German sheep dogs, Dobermans, Pit 
Bulls. Brazilian Filas 
and Rottweilers. . ^ Hunt for 

Those robust / my food? What about 
and threatening ( all those cans In the 
animals often tow \ supermarket? 
their owners, espe- 


cal cold climate dogs and are terribly af¬ 
fected by the tropical temperatures of. 
Brazilian summer. 

Poodles and Cocker spaniels are 
number one pets in Brazilian living 
rooms, but diversity seems to be the 
name ofthe game currently in the coun¬ 
try. Pet Care, the only five star a nim al 
hospital in Brazil, has files on almost 
127 differenr breeds of dogs brought in 
by their owners with health problems. 
The clinic, a five-floor buildino- locat- 
ed in the well-off area of Mo nimh i in 
Sao Paulo, treats between 30 to 40 an¬ 
imals daily. Three to four of them go to 
its high tech Intensive Unit Care, where 
the minimum rate is $40 per hour. 

Feeding pets is big business even in 
Brazil. The Brazilian Association of 
Animal Food Producers estimates the 
annual national consumption of nutri¬ 
tional products for dogs and cats at 
320.000 tons. Consumption is grow¬ 
ing by 25 percent every year, making 
the country an extremely attractive 
market. Before the reforms in the 
Brazilian economy, all die animal food 
was produced locally, but now foreign 
brands are increasingly common on the 
shelves of pet shops. Rawson Purina is 
the biggest producer but giants as Nes¬ 
tle and Colgate Palmolive are planning 
huge investments in the pet business. 

Pharmaceutical laboratories are also 
eyeing this market. Pfizer and Merck 
are still the kings of the Brazilian mar¬ 
ket but the Rhodia-Merieux group is 
releasing an average of two new drugs 
per month in order the get a bigger 


The guilded cage 


Legal international trade in ex¬ 
otic pets: $10 billion annually. 


trade: $20-$25 billion annually. 


I Lynx kittens, 3-6 
weeks old: $800. 


of a Mexican yellow- 
naped parrot: 

In the nest: $25 
At the Mexican/US 
border: $250 
In a US pet shop: $3,000 


Mohican Cockatoo bird: 
$1,150. 


, Cap Lory bird chicks: 
$750 weaned, $675 unweaned. 
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Estimated number of Spix 
Macaws in die wild: 1 
Price of a breeding pair of macaws 
in Europe: $25,000. 


Split/Blue Princess para¬ 
keet: $6,225. 


Reindeer: males fetch 
$2,000, female $3,000. 
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Prices quoted by 
the Online Exotic 
Pets MaH: 


Brazilian Rainbow boas: 
$250. 
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cialiy if they are women. 

“I've been robbed many times by street 
kids and drug-addicted teenagers. Af¬ 
ter I decided to buy a Rottweiler, no¬ 
body dares to attack me anymore while 
I'm jogging ,' 1 says Olivia Fagundes, a 
stock exchange consultant who proba¬ 
bly spends more energy' and calories 
trying to control her ugly-faced, four¬ 
legged bodyguard than she does run¬ 
ning around the pleasant' Rodrigo de 
Freitas lagoon, in the sophisticated 
Southern zone of Rio de Janeiro. 

Nine in every’ 10 Brazilian socialites 
are now’ escorted by Rottweilers, the 
new' favorite security dog. Dobermans 
are considered too dangerous for street 
walking and are now confined to back¬ 
yards. German sheep dogs and the Fila. 
the only Brazilian breed recognized by 
the International Kennel Club, are no 
longer in fashion. Huskies and Akitas 
are getting more and more popular but 
face a severe handicap. They' are tvpi- 



8n Canada it is legal to use 
flesh from k ’4-D'‘ animals— 
dead, dying, disabled and dis¬ 
eased stock—for pet food. Some 
companies have even been 
known to use roadkill. 


Gov er n ment officials in 

Quebec openly acknowledge 
use of pets in pet food. 


share. The sale of pet drugs reached 
$45 million last year, a small figure 
compared with the $700 milli on in the 
United States or the $241) million in 
France. 

The race for profits in the pet boom 
in Brazil is getting so rough that there 
is a growing reaction against it. Vets, 
food producers, laboratories and 
health authorities are trying to impose 
some order on the mess. Beauty shops 
for dogs and cats are no longer allowed 
to sell food and veterinarian drugs, but 
few abide by the official regulations. 

The 35,000 Brazilian vets, tradi¬ 
tionally considered as a sort of second 
class doctors, u'here almost entirely 
concentrated in the catde and horse 
area. Now more than 50 percent of the 
professionals work in urban areas and 
almost all of them are pet doctors. As 
dog, cats, birds, rats and turtles be¬ 
coming full members ofthe family, vets 
achieved a new status, and conse¬ 
quently a higger bank balance. Pets are 
now such a serious issue, even in poor 
countries like Brazil, that ammalTiealth 
insurance plans are now on. sale. A 
“Medicare” plan for a pet in Brazil costs 
almost a third of one for its owner. 

Brazil’s pet owners, even the poor¬ 
est ones, are increasingly willing to pay 
any price for the well being of their 
beloved animals. At the bottom of this 
trend, from which many are profiting, 
is the affection Dilson has for his dog 
and Joanna for her singing bird.® 
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avoid bankruptcy. In China, most of< 
the retirees like Wang still draw their 3 
pension from their original employers, [ 
while the reform on the old cradle-to- y 
grave social welfare system is still in its i 
initial stage. 4 

Efforts to restrict the pet population “ 
have proved effective. In Beijing, the v 
dog population has dropped from r 
220,000 in 1993 to the present jr • 
96,000. Many people who found it too * 
dear to keep their pets simply gave 
them away. 

Beijing’s law prohibits urban dog- ^ 
owners to walk their pets in the day 7 -. 
time. The hours that dogs can breathe ' ■' 
fresh air are between 7 p.ra. to 8 a.m., "" 
which has led to a spectacular night," 
scene in the city—large groups of dogs ... . 

led by their owners parading over emp- ; 
ty sidewalks.® 


Zhou Fang writes for China Fea- 
'^TUREsTADlViSION’OFlTHE BeUING- 
based Xinhua news agency. 


Carlos Casttlho is a free lance 

JOURNALIST BASED IN FlORIANOPOUS. 


the Wobid Paper 


TbeWoridPs#* 
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♦ Focus on Education ♦ 


WORLDMARKETPLACE 


♦Focus on Education ♦ 


ia, Riverside 


IvmNATiom Professional Programs 


to A-WEEt: 
DA mr.lE 


it iteh sive 

CER TIFICA TE 

PFOGPAMS 



VPCQM1NC PROGRAMS- 


■The American Legal System {Jakimt 14 - 25 , 1997 ) 

MANAGEMENT 

■ Human Resources Managemhit (Ocl 28-nok is, 1996) 

B International Banking and Finance [Novmr 4 - 22 , >996) 

■ Management fob Intbwationai Executives (Fbomit m 1996) 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT St ENERGY 

1 Envgqnmental Pouution Prevention &Cqntbol Pb7-nk1,W96) 

■ GIS • Geographic [ntormauon Systems (Nwswe 4 - 15 ,1996} 


CUSTOfcU7.E D PROG RA MS 

■Custom-designed programs avauabu year-round 


KNOWLEDGE - OPPORTUNITY - SUCCESS 


American Decrees 
BACHELORS. MASTERS.-PH.D 
Distance Decree Programs'- 
BUSINESS AND ENGINEERING 


■ No Classroom auenthnee—hnme study programs 

• Credit Ear work experience 

• Aecderaied Degree programs— 1 degree can It 
canned in less dun one rear 

• Partial scholarship. Lore tuition 

Mail orfax Ttxnmt/C. V.forfrtr nmliuitien 


WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
Post Box 591, Wayne, PA 19087. USA 
Fax.-<>105158410 


' FOR MORE INFORMATION. PLEASE CONTACT: 

IrrrsnNA-noN/u. enuc,™ P»oc:«w.. U«vr,sir. or C«rcvi««. Hivriwot. Cktuwsion 
1200 CfrJrvfTn<Lrr-r Av-rHUE r rvp - C:A. 021iO7’-4E9O U.&.A- 

: Phone: (OOSt). . 7 B 7 . 904E Enx: (BOO) 79 /^ 7 W; , JE-vtic: ocaicr-O'ocx.ocrr.KOti 
Web SITE; HTTp:/Avivw. UNEX. UCFt- EECt/lEPHOME P 4 aE . KTML. 


WE’LL GIVE YOU THE WORLD 


IVarklMa rketPJace can help you reach the world with your message , 
vour product, or your service at an affordable price. One ad can reach 
more than one million people. 

For more information contact 
Camilla Granaascn. The World Paper. 

£10 World Trade Center, Boston, MA 02:210 USA 


Spartan Health 
Sciences University 
School of Medicine 
in St. Lucia, West Indies 


* Classes starting Sept.. Jun. & May 

* 38 Months Undergraduate program 
leading to the Doctor of Medicine degree 

* Bachelors degree required 

* W.H.O. Listed/Instruction in English 

For information: U.S. Office 
6500 Boeing Drive. Suite L-201. 

El Paso. Texas 79925 USA 
Tel: C9151778- 5309 Fax; i915i 77*^328 



Berkeley 

Summer 

Sessions 


Open enrollment 
Eam Berkeley Credit 
Over 3 do courset In 8o 
academic disciplines. 


1996 Summer 
Sessions Calendar 


m 6 Week Session May 2B-]uty 5 

10 Week Session Jimeio-AugustiG 

8 Week Session June 1 ^August 16 
2nd 6 Week Session Juty&Augug 36 
3 Week Session July 29-Augtst 16 


To receive a free catalog call 
I-80O-60T0UCB Qn the US), or 
1-510-642-5611 


Berkeley Summer Sessions 
22 Wheeler Hall #1080 


Berkeley. C* 94720-1080 


hirp / /mm- summer.berkeleyedu 


California State 
University 
Los Angeles 



Study Intensive English 
in Southern California 


TOEFL Pieparalion =nd Acadwn. 
CWuelmg 

ijiwviiiy Fiecaration and 
■ACCEPTANCE WITH CONDITION’ 
Onewaiion lo American Cullure 
Fieri Tups ro Sniiri-Jin California 
Attritions 

Conversanora. and Bjmness English 
E»KiIoni ESI insii jCnsn 


"Ws the Best" -Yumi Goto 


f-ZOs Issoed 


" WBITt JB: timmOH WHITER 


• California state (Arfrendfr. los Angela 

1 Jijtr 'Jp.itivi, L r^jry Wrhft £55.’ 

i s 4-w^ l'h ara?-«jJ9 
ul •'.‘U :tf-V £i3tW-*SS* 


■ v ' f ^ ; • * ' i, ?■"-»• " r- * ■ .. ss-jti'.-k f-.. t "vix * 
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SEIZED CARS from $175. 

Porsches, Cadillacs, Chevys, BMW’s, Corvettes. 
Also Jeeps, 4WD’s. Your Area. 

Toll Free 1-800-898-9778 
_Ext. A-3002 for current listings._ 


The Center for English as a Second Language 

Southern Illinois University - Carbondale, Illinois 
Study Intensive English 
■Intensive English 25-30 hours/wcek 

■8-» eck terms A ugust-May ■Two 6-week icrms May-August 

■Tuiuon per S-wcek icmv si , ——. »Tuiiion per o-wcek term SI ZtJo.OD 



U, PllVIlUK-HtflOIL 




'“Hr*., 


'r&s/ 


I 


,V> ***W * 

lrt ,.r> ® • - . 

. ATS 

.. ^uli lL,,,,V ' r> 

\ 0 ^..^ 

For more intormaimn wntc: ' 

Uirevior. CbSL. ScmiJwm Illinois Univcrsiiy, Carbondale. Illinois 62901-4518. USA. 
leiepik'iiv" i ii IX j 453-2265 Fax. 1 61S1453 -652 7 c-nui I. ecsls iu .edu 


1 Yocjbniory- 

TOEFL "nevft 

/ ■/}. 

I 
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(9 "New Medical SchooT 3) I 

w (American-Type) W 
^ Centra! America ^ 
Health Sciences University 


Belize, Central America 

/ U 


* 4 year M.D. degree •, • 
program in Engish -• * 

W.H.O. Listed «=: 

Clertships Available ” 

Immediately 
Basic Soence Classes 
begin May and Sept 1996 
Transfer students specially welcomed 
Reasonable Tuition and living Expenses 
Beautiful Country near World resorts 
Cancan and Cozumel 



University Degrees! 

Economical home study for Bach¬ 
elors. Master’s. Doctorate, licensed by 
the California State Council for Pri¬ 
vate Postsecondary and Vocational 
Education. Prestigious faculty coun¬ 
sels for independent, individualized, 
at-a-distance education. Free informa¬ 
tion: Richard Crews. M.D. (Harvard). 
President. Columbia Pacific Uni¬ 
versity, Dept. 3059 1415 Third 
Street, San Rafael. CA 94901. (S00) 
552-5522 or (415) 459-1650. 


W*W» 3UI* 'Jnivaidtv 

English Language Institute 

Stud} 1 English at a university 
with more than 350 academic 
programs in the automobile 
capita] of the US-A. 

351 Man.»j«iin Hall 
Wayne Sate University 
TMroit. ^(khira^ 482(C 
Tet I3!3f577-2ZS Fax; i3!3j 577-27^8 
E-mail. rfiw^uiJonsA-c. wayneedu 
Web Site: hnp-/' wv.-w.eiL ftt?ynejwfu 


Vtoyno 5MH UniwMv B an mili M lWiwi* 
_‘■jtnnnaw ocflvi vnebyet 


$1000’s Possible Reading Books. 

Part Time. At Home. 

Toff Free (1)800-898-9778 
Ext. R-3002 for Listings. 


For information: US. office 
2415 Monona Ave, 

El Paso. TX 79903 USA 
Tel (915; 532-7958 Fax (915) 5444-353 


READERS Pleu&c make appro¬ 
priate inquiries before entering 
into a binding: commitment 
financially or otherwise in rela¬ 
tion to an advertisement World 
Times. Inc. >hiill not be liable to 
any person for loss or damage 
incurred through any advertise¬ 
ment published in The 
World Pope r 


♦ Busin 


GOVT Foreclosed homes 

for pennies on $1. Delinquent Tax, Repo’s, REO's. 
Your Area. Toll Free (1)800-898-9778 
Ext. H-3002 for current listings. 


IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 


Cmatfian immigration lawyer wffi prepare 
Visa appfication and conduct job search fcr 
prospective immigrants. Very reasonable 
lees. Contact- Leonard Simcoe, Ref. W, 
1255 Laird BtvtL, Suite 208, Mount Royal 
Quebec. Canada H3P2T1. 

Fax:(514)73943795 


$1000’s Possible Typing. 

Part Time. At Home. 

Toll Free (1)800-898-9778 
Ext. T-3002 for Listings. 
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THE STAR 11 
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L^Imman 

. HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

^WAXUi WELCOMING & PERSONAL ATTENTJON 
+ A PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS 
^‘ISSUiTESFVRimHm LUXURIOUS SUITES 

t sUfrfw ftsitting & dinning room, comfortable bed rooms satellite channels, direct telephone, 
a kitchen pftha&uiensils you may seed) 

tr'$t&abteprkes. 

*r r Wegi*ejem 24 hrs services. 

-ar'AlrUhe reservation - Travel arrangements - Booking at restaurants, 
nr Mostcrcdil cards art honored. 

-m- Ei$oy& Celebrate whatever occasion you have in our Coffee shop at Othelo Terras. 

:-A. . WATTus 'JO'HJMO^ESU%p$J$ZS 

i!' Tla’fl Alali Tel. 837175 - 837172 

=r -— - - - -- -■■■■- - . 
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Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia (tel: 634149): 

Assassination ( Arabic) 
Plaza (tel: 699238): 

Nasser { 56 

Concord I (tel: 677420): 
Eraser 

Concord II (tel: 677420): 
Assassins 
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Programs on JTV 
from 14-20 September 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

1:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3.-05—Moomin 
3:25— Pumpkin Patch 
3:45—Blue Heelers 
4-J0—Big Brother Jake 
5:00—French Programs 
7 : 30 —News Headlines 
7:35—The Torkelsons 
H:0ft—The Album Show 
8:45—Miami Vice 
9:15—Prism 
10:00—News at Ten 


£n -»ptcv„ ||, q,- j(:00—The Album Show 

’ like Waog sr jfi a & 8:45—Miami Vice 
•nuheir JL, : ^5-Prism 

-tv n * WaJ 10:00—News at Ten 
, r ”? " n ihculduad. 10:35—The Bold And the 
1 we ” are systemis „a Beautiful 

1 11:15—Feature Film: In the 
o restrict tli.*n. °f Du ®’ suurlng: Adam 

j . x . Arkin & Nicholas Turturro 

Q ette.-mv, t_ n ••• 


; d ?<w e .in££ 

at, " n has droporf- 

■" IM C 
,n y pe«.»p»le w h«. found c 


i : SUNDAY 

... 2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Fie vets American Tails 


«... .i ■ ^ 3:ua—i-levels American tans 

ep l!leir P^«nipk ; 3;30—Just The Job 
3:45—Italian Soccer 

s law prohibits urW 5KH)—French Programs 
" ilk their pets info- ’ J»-News Hodlines 
uM.rc.u i . TJz— Cmema,Cmema 
, that dogs onuc g:00—American Chart Show 

- b««-een 7 p.nuok: 8:45—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
led to a spevucubn. 9:10—Bladte's Magic 
:iin'-lji*epw|,d- JOtW-NematTm 
b v ^ 10:25—Jamaica Inn 

V lcrs P ara “"?«« 12:00—Short Story Cinema 

s.'i) 1 j 


MONDAY 

2:00—Teletext 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:05—Adventures On Rain- 

how Pond 

3:30—Oscar's Orchestra 
3:45—Playabout 
4:15—World Echo (Doe i 
4:50— Hey Dad 
5:00— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Hypnotic World 
of Paul McKenna 
8:00—Deep Probe Expedi¬ 
tions (Doc) 

9:10—The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:10—Bodies Of Evidence 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris-The Happy 
Professor 

3:20—Captain Planet 
3:45—Alf 

4:10—Road to Avonlca 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Blossom 
8:00—Man Alive (Doc) 

8 JO—Encounter 
8:45—Varieties 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Mission Impossible 


WRITES fOkCmtfii 
•ISJON OF THlBtl/OT- 
!l X NEWSAGENT. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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ve Guide#® 

miversities id 
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M T,Co^ 

)U r Area. 

-9778 V 

listings-_ 


ling B® oks ‘ 

ne. 

1-9773 

tings- - 


home* pE os 
*, PeP° s ’ g 
0-898- 977 
■listings- 


ACROSS 

1 Yearn 

5 Best part 

to Restaurant 

14 Wnd 

15 Ronsiadtof 
sona 

18 Eplurfcus — 

1? Poke* stake 

18 Of birds 

19 Salon 
treatment, 
for short 

20 Scorned . 

22 Not wide¬ 
awake - 

24 MMtuda 

25 Cars paw 

26 Asctence 

29 Cavetn 

23 Smooths 

34 Learner 

35 Cloth tor 


38 SWpshapo 
37 Femme 
fatale 


38 Playing card 

39 G.P.S 

40 More 
rational 

41 Subsequently 

42 Features of 
churches 

44 Hoad 

45 Teas 

untruths 

46 Old pronoun 

47 Grown ones 
50 Shoes 

54 Like a sage 

55 Tooth 

57 —podrida 

58 In excess 

59 Came to be 

60 Newspaper 
item 

61 Lord's wife 

62 Efts 

63 Sticky fruit 

DOWN 
1 School: 
abbr. 


2 Solid figure 

3 Successes 

4 Massive 
animal 

5 Bagant 

6 Bolt tor an 
I-beam 

7 Oklahoma 
city 

8 Nabokov title 

9 Stnnged 
instrument 

10 Dome 

11 Freshly 

12 Ermine and 
other 

13 Emariain- 
ment award 

21 Charged 
panicles 

23 Croissant 

25 Drunkard 

26 Makes 
crooked 

27 Maniiesi 

28 Tantalize 

29 Makes 


healthy 

again 

30 Lying flat 

31 

Worcesiershl 
te. lor one 

32 Heron 
34 Longs 

37 Store worker 

38 Certain fuel 

40 Rod tor 
resting 

41 Printing term 

43 — Oueen 

44 Coasts 

46 Browned 
bread 

47 Missing 
soldier 

46 pnma donna 

49 Secondhand 

50 Current 

51 Lsieol exile 

52 Dismounted 

53 Appraise 
56 Mineral 

earth 



ypin0- 

ie. 

■9778 

n9 s * _ 


BHaa nnn nn oonu 
wnna snnma nano 
pnnm antimn bode 
pQHMErmn onnmmD 
l noon Hfa iifl 
BHunoa EDnautlOB 

£]0nno nunno etche 
P raDD dheiiib ansa 
Rnn nnnmn anons 
pnnnnnnQ nnanec 
onnm_ 

nnnnci ngri 
EdEin mnnna Eumm 
Eninn nenna shute 
EH ng naann snan 


k) « 
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Noumos 


4? IW»j. TriNim- M«lu Sci'K.-' 

HO ON? CAM 

jUp&t you 

UNLESS 

you ItT 

rm 



fJcpbdh Taylor in The Last Time J Saw Pais, on Friday at 10:25pm 


11:15—China Beach 
12:00—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Komn 
3:05—Iris 

3:20—The Fliutsfoucs 

3:45—The Adventurers 

4:10—Kelly 

4:30—Earth Revealed 

5:00—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—The Foue Seasons 

8:00—Super Stars of Action 

8:30—Chancer 

9:10—Hunter 

1 0:00 —News ut Ten 

10:25—The Bold & The 

Beautiful 

11:15—Bugs 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Jonny Quest 
3:30—NBA Basketball 
4:30—Take Your Pick 
5:00—French Programs 


7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Here’s Lucy 
8:00—In Good Company 
(Doc) 

8:30— Challenges 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Shat¬ 
tered Family, slurring: Richard 
Cretina & Rhea Permnn 
12:00—Family Mutters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Dumb and Dumber 
3:30—Name Your Adventure 
4:15—C rystal Maze 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Growing Pains 
8:00—Nasty Buys 
8:45—Secret Weapons 
9:10—The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: The 
last Time I Saw Haris, star¬ 
ring: Elizabeth Taylor and Van 
Johnson 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 
SAMEDI 

5:00—Dcssins animes 
5:15—Emission jeun esse 
La vie dev ant moi 
5 JO—Jeux 

Les bons genic* 
6:00—Serie 

Police des polices 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rSvcr 
-USA* 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Qui l-M qui 
6:00—Magazine 

La marc he du siecle 

-VAttHJ tHJU Jf htllf- 
vnlcs-. lire panic 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Spurts et mu si quo 

LUND! 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant mui 
5:30—Jeux 

Les bans genies 
6:00—Magazine' 

La murche du sicclc 
- 9.WIQ.000 tic bene- 
volt s m. 2emc panic 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dcssins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
L;t vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Qui esi qui 
6:00—Varietes 



0 The British catwalk model Naomi Campbell comes face to face with her Madame 
Tussaud’s wax double at the fashion cafe in London. The sculptor of Madame Tussaud's 
legendary hall of fame, Jim Kempton, met Naomi at the end of the last year to take all the 
measurements needed. Her double will join the figures of400 celebrities in the world. 


Lc grand bazar 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaVa 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Documen rai re 

La France au\ 1000 
villages 
"PicarJie- 
5:30—Document 

Sacrifice ou la Itfcendc 
6:00—Documen taire 

Les entones du voyage 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports cl musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Divertissement 

Lc arijuf Je Jeuiaii: 
5:30—Divertissement 
Surprise sur prise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
U&huuiu 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—Film 

- Les Cordier juge et 
flic- 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Praclice your orulory 
or dramatic skills, even if it’s scary. 

Aries (March 2I-ApriI 19). 
There's lots of work for you. Take 
careful notes — details manor. A new 
game is a bit of a challenge, but 
you’ll do fine. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Get 
your living quarters squared away. 
You’ll have a lot of reading and writ¬ 
ing to do. so stick pretty close to 
home. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You'll 
easily impress your friends with your 
brilliance. You could attraci new 
romance with your cheerful attitude. 

Cancer (June 22-JuIy 22). Gel 
something you need for yourself, but 
save enough for a date. Review your 
notes and get organized. Adapt to 
changes. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Take can: 
of unfinished business — you'll have 
more time lo play with your favorite 
friend later. Get to know your neigh¬ 
bors. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-ScpL 22). You'll 
have more autonomy and authority. 
Go over your work carefully — bugs 
could creep in. Go shopping. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Ocl. 23). Don’t 
feel overwhelmed for long — get 
organized instead. Don’t believe 
everything you hear — a rumor is in 
error. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Pul 
your team together and face a diffi¬ 
cult problem together. Play later, you 
have work to do. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Supervisors expect perfection, but 
even they will make mistakes. Relax 
with friends. The party will last 
through the weekend. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Pay 
fees. If you need more money, get a 
job or apply for a loan. Patch up a 
misunderstanding and rearrange your 
schedule. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You'll 
win the competition using an old 
trick. Apply for a loan. Shop carefully 
or you’ll get something you don't 
even need. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Hurry 
lo keep up with work. A partner can 
help you get organized. There'll be 
complications — pay attention to the 
details. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Finish old business and 
you'll get what was promised. 
Private decisions and commitments 
shift your life’s direclion. 

0 N96, Tnbun* MwJi* Sew«« 


Bridge 

Rubber Bridge or Duplicate? 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
A 10 6 4 2 
5>Q J 
0 K 10 5 
*AQJ8 

WEST EAST 

♦ K85 A J 9 7 3 

<?4 <2985 

OAQJ9872 0 4 

4-96 + K 107 54 

SOUTH 
*A Q 

(7AK10 7632 
063 
*32 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1* . Pass IV 30 

Pass Pass 4<? Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of v 

Study this diagram, then decide 
how you would play the hand at 
duplicate bridge after West leads (he 
ace of diamonds and continues with 
the queen. Would you adopt a differ¬ 
ent approach at rubber bridge? 

With a sound opening bid facing a 
partner who had opened. South 
Brushed aside West’s interference and 
bid game in hearts. West attacked 
with the acc of diamonds and contin- 


Jumble 


ued with the queen, covered by the 
king and ruffed by East. Declarer 
tried the finesse when East returned a 
spade, but was out of luck. 
Eventually, declarer was forced to 
concede a club to the king to end up 
down one. 

South’s play was correct only at 
duplicate. The heart game would 
succeed if West started with only six 
diamonds, or if either black-suit 
finesse were to succeed. The possi¬ 
bility was simply too great to be 
ignored. 

At rubber bridge, however, declar¬ 
er could have vinually insured the 
contract at the cost of "a paltry over- 
nick. Did you spot the winning play? 

Declarer should refuse to cover the 
queen of diamonds at trick two. 
Since declarer can afford to lose two 
diamond tricks and a club, it is more 
important to keep East off lead than 
try to collect a diamond trick. If East 
rufis to shift to a spade, the kin> -if 
diimcrJ?. is established for a black- 
suit discard: if East discards. West 
can do no better than play a club, 
forcing South to finesse die jack to 
maintain communications with 
dummy. Although that loses, declar¬ 
er can rise with the ace of spades on 
East’s expected return, draw irumps 
and stuff the queen of spades on one 
of dummy's high winners. 


I'liNcnuivbk' these four words, one 
letter Ui tueh square. In fono rour 
unfinury muds. 



TOBAN 


DAMEF 


SHULOC 


LOBIED 


Answer he| 


IMH NO aaiNHOD 3H — oJad^jpjooq 
stq qtt.tt dnisuoncjar ,ssoq sip scm icq/A aa.wsuv 

aanoa hdhots aawvd noivs x».*suv 

o ww>. TnbuiK MedU Service* 


WHAT WAS THE 
RELATION¬ 
SHIP WITH HP5 

bookkeeper? 


Now arrange the arded letters to form 
the surprise answer, a* aaggcstal by the 
abeve cartnoo. 


Words of 
Wisdom 


Pain leaches us the luxury .. 
; of pleasure. : 

m m m ^ 

■ A person who assumes the. 
: most knows the leasL 

I 

| : 

j i Anxiety robs the pleasure 
j of the moment because it 
! j anticipates the worst will: 
I occur at any time, 
i • ■ • i 

i Jealousy will always find! 

j an enemy. ; 

• • • 

Money has both the power' 
j to free and to enslave those j 
! who control it. j 

| • * * . i 

[ Anger is deceptive! 
< because it makes you believe j 
I i you are calm and clear-head-; 
| ed when you are anything j 

i buL i 

’ O I***. Tribune McJn SdMw- j 


Video releases 

"SCT. BILKO" (MCA/Universal,): The classic 

character made popular on TV by Phil Silvers in the 1950s is 
revived by Steve Martin, who keeps the Army officer’s 
wheeling-and-dealing ways thriving ... much to the chagrin 
of Bilko’s superiors (Dan Aykroyd, Phil Hartman) and 
fiancee (Glenne Headly). Particularly amusing is Bilko's golf 
game on the military base during maneuvers. ** (PG: P, V) 
'THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS & DOGS ” (Fox.): 

The appeal of Janeane Garofalo goes a long way in this light¬ 
weight but enjoyable romantic comedy. She plays a radio 
pet-advjce-show host who attracts a handsome dog-owner 
(Ben Chaplin) over the airwaves, but fearing he won’t like 
her looks, she asks a lovely neighbor < Uma Thurman) to 
impersonate her... with inevitable complications resulting.. 
*** (PG-13: AS, P) 

COMING SOON: “ THE BIRDCAGE” (MGM/UA. 
SepL 17): Robin Williams and Nathan Lane star in director 
Mike Nichols’ hit revision of the French comedy “La Cage 
aux Folles. '' (R) 

“KIDS IN THE HALL: BRAIN CANDY” (Paramount, 
SepL 17): The members of the Canadian comedy troupe 
(including “NewsRadio’s” Dave Foley) cut loose. (R) 

“THE QUEST‘' (MCA/Universal, SepL 17): Jean-Claude 
Van Damme makes his directing debut with this adventure, 
in which be also stars with Roger Moore. (PG-13) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions: N, nudity: P, profanity: V. violence; GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 

O IWb, Tribune Media Services 


Jordanian Airforce 
helps Castrol-sponsored 
thrust SSC speed trials 

EXPERTS FROM the Royal Jordanian Airforce have been 
helping prepare the test track for a car which, it is hoped, 
will be the first land-based vehicle to break through the 
sound barrier. 

The airforce personnel have been trying out areas of the 
Al Jafr desert where the Thrust SSC vehicle, sponsored bv 
Castrol. will be making final preparations for this autumn's 
attempt on the world land speed record. 

Work was necessary to extend a 7.5 mile (12 kms) 
stretch of the desert, 125 miles (200 kms) south of Amman, 
by nearly three extra miles (4.8 kms). The extended irack, 
across sunbaked mud, means that Thrust SSC will be able 
to approach maximum speed during its test runs and then 
brake safely. 

Al Jafr was chosen by the Castrol-sponsored Thrust SSC 
team after team leader and current world land speed record 
holder. Richard Noble, had scoured three continents look¬ 
ing for a suitable venue. 

He said 'it looks as if we will be facing a head-on clash 
in goii’g for the record with American Craig Breedlove." 

“He has had the tremendous advantage of being able to 
test his vehicle at the Edwards Air Force base, used by the 
space Shuttle craft, and five miles of desert in addition. 

"We had been looking for somewhere similar to prepare 
for what is going to be the greatest car race of the decade, 
and it was only after a programme on BBC television that 
wl* heard about Al Jafr.'' 

"Ken Wyughman was silling at home watching the pro¬ 
gram when he remembered his days as a driver with the 
British Survey team in Jordan 50 years ago. He rang us and 
told us about AI Jafr. 

As soon as we arrived wc knew it was the place we were 
looking for, both in terms of conditions and length of track. 
When His Majesty King Hussein gave permission for us ra 
use the area wc were delighted." 

Thrust SSC could be travelling across the desert at 
speeds of around 600 mph i960 kphl with British airforce 
pilot Andy Green at the controls. 

During the trials, which will be followed by the world 
record attempt in the United Slates of America, the Trust 
S5C team will be housed in the nearby Al Jafr military 
base. 

Castrol. the principal company of the Lubricants division 
of the Burniah Castrol Group, have sponsored a lot of the 
research and development work for Thrust SSC. The com¬ 
pany will provide lubricants for the Rolls Roycc jet engines 
as well as for the bearings in the aluminium alloy wheels 
which will route at 35W rpm and have a massive heat 
build-up. 

Specially designed lubricants will be used to maintain 
the efficiency and peak performance of each of the 25.000 
lb ( 11,340 kgs) thrust of the (win jet engines and to ensure 
that (he wheel bearings play their vital role. 

Castrol's backing for thrust SSC is the latest in a long 
history of support for world land speed record attempts 
over the Iasi 75 years, including for Richard Noble's record 
setting runs of 633.48 mph 1 1019.44 kph) in 1983. ■ 
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it 'honorati pas ses engagements vis-a-vis du processus de paix. 

Dans une unanimity peu commune depuis l'invasion irakienne du KoweU en 1990. les representants des 22 pays 
membres de la Ligue arabe oni «condzmn£ avec force Finge'rence e'trangere de certains pa vs vofeifis dans les 
affaires internes* de / 'Irak, faisam allusion d la Turquie on a l 'Iran. 

Le Conseil des mimstres arabes des Affaires etrangeres s 'est declare dans un communique - extremement 
soudeux de preserver I'mdependance et la souverainete de I’lrak, Tunite de son territoire et sa securite 
regiocaie.* 

Par ailleurs. les Arabes ont menace de geler la normalisation avec Israel Les ministres ont affirme dans une 
resolution que -toute transgression ou reraise en cause par Israel des prindpes sur lesquels a Etc edifie le 
processus de paix contraindrait les Etats arabes a revoir les demarches ent rep rises a son egard dans le cadre 
du processus de paix*. 

i lors du sommei du Caire en 
arabe de prevention des 
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En 1963. dans Ic ca¬ 
dre de M7nh ensile de Yale, 
le professcur Milgram et son 
equipe ont realise une ex¬ 
perience scientifique sans 
precedent. 

Des habitants dun quar- 
tier de bourgeoisie moyenne 
de New Haven ont etc invi¬ 
tes a infliger a d’aulres habi¬ 
tants des chocs clectriques 
douloureux dans le cadre 
d'un programme de re- 
cherches. Ils obEissaienl ain- 
si aux au tonics scientifiques 
qui pretendaient que ces de¬ 
charges seraieni bcnEfiques 
a long termc pour ceux qui 
(es rccevaieni. dans la me- 
sure ou (Is aidaieni j appren- 
dre une serie d exercices. 

A ('exception de queiques 
sujets qui. s’apercevant du 
conacre sadique de 
I’expErience. refuscrem dc la 
continuer, tous les autres s’y 
pretereni en obeissant aux 
ordres d’admmistrer des de- 
charges d’intensite erois- 
sante. Le responsable de 
I'expericnce. accepte sans 
reserve en tant qu'autorite 
scientifique par la plupan 
des participants, leur disail: 
-Appuyez Hen sur le ievier. 
udininisircz le choc ct cela 
lair Jem Jti hen. - Ceux qui 
etaient charges d'adminis- 
trer ces chocs violents 
n'hesitaient alors pas a le 
faire. meme si ceux qui les 
recevaiem. des comediens 
professionnels, criaient. 
avaient des reflexes convul- 
sifs ou faisam scmblant de 
s'evanouir. Ils surmontaient 
simplement leur empathie 
nature lie. Les protocoles et 
les rapports d'experience 
montraient pourtant qu'elle 
etait prEsenie. puisque la 
majorite des sujets manifes- 
taient des symptomes psy- 
chosomatiques pendant 
I'operaLion: ils transpiraient. 
commen^aieni it trembler. 
bEgayaicnt. se mordaient les 
levres ou cedaient a des 
acces dc rire nerveux. Mais 
ils Ic faisaient. Les prc>to- 
coles rendaient evident le 
fait qu'ils avaient chasse de 
leur conscience leur reaction 
personneffe a fa souffrance 
ct avail oublie cclle de leurs 
victimes. 

Milgram. claii un simple 
scientifique. ni psychotique 
ni nevratique. qui a ainsi 
voulu montrer comment la 
complaisance a 1'Ega/d de 
lautoriiE pouvait conduire a 
la negation de ses propres 
sentiments humains. 

En ce moment meme. les 
salles de travau.x pratiques 
dc Yale ont demEnage dans 
le Moycn-Orient. Ic peuple 
umericain ayant pris le role 
des habitants de New Haven 
et Bill Clinton celui du pro- 
fesseur Milgram qui donne 
I’ordrc d'infliger les pires 
sou ITranees it un peuple qui 
rcsiste depuis six ans aux 
p(us hams voltages des 
chocs Yankee. 

Pourquoi ennuyer les 
poissons des oceans quand 
on peut cssaycr les demiferes 
armes fatales sur le peuple 
irakien? Pourquoi perturber 
le silence du Nevada quand 
les Marines peuvent 
s'cnirainer en toute securite 
et in vivo dans un autre dE- 
sert tout proche. a queiques 
15.000 kilometres de chez 
eu.x'. 1 

Pourquoi depuis des dE- 
cennics est-ce toujours le 
massacre des Apaches dans 
les westerns qui amuse les 
Americuins alors que I'on 
peut evitcr la monoionie en 
y faisant participer les Ira- 
liens? 

A une Epoque ou I'Arne- 
rique croyait p oss£der un 
jour des principes huma- 
nisies. un certain Benjamin 
Franklin disaii: •ceitv qui 
abundonneni tine liberre es¬ 
sence lie pour itne securite 
ininiine et feniparaire tie 
meriieitr ni la liberie, ni la 
securite. - Les Ie; ons de 
I'Histoire sont nombreuses 
« les peuplcs opprimes ar- 
rivent toujours a I'emponer 
sur ('injustice et la barba- 
rie.B 

Souhail AJ Sweis 


Education 


La Jordanie lutte contre les mots de I’analphabetisme 

Selon les demieres estimations du ministere jordanien de l ’ Education , la Jordanie serait sur le point de 
ramener le taux d'analphabetisme de la population dgee de plus de quinze ans a moins de 10%. Un chijfre 
qui place le royaume hachemite an rang des bons eleves parmi les pays arabes. Mais de nombreux 
efforts restent a faire, et ce particulierement pour les femmes, premieres victimes de V analphabetisme. 


«Si nous voulons 

combuitrc la paurrete. 
{‘injustice a la violence, nous 
demons mobiliser U s cen cans u 
trovers feducation et 

Valphabetisme-. Ces prepos 
figureni dans le recent discours 
de Frederico Mayor, direcieur 
general de I L’nesco. prononce it 
T'occa&ion de la joumee interru- 
tionale contre I'analphabeiisme 
qui a eu lieu le S scpiembre 
dernier. - L"analphabetisme nc 
fait pas panic de la vie. Cost 
une consequence Je l'inaction 
de la pari Jes gouveniemenis et 
des soaetes. ■■ 

Voilii mainienani trente ans 
que ceue joumee internationale 
evtste. Effe a pour but dinsister 
sur le car.ictcre indispensable 
de I'^ducation et de 1'alpha- 
betisme aHn de batir un monde 
meilleur. plus juste et plus e'ga- 
litaire. 

La Jordanie. qui a impose 
J’educaiion obligatoire en 1952. 
eelebre fieremcm ceue joumee 
en sc prcvalam dun taux 
d’analphabetisme dc )2% parmi 
la population acee dc plus dc 
quinze ans. Efle fail panie. 


grace a ce chiffre. des pays 
ambes ayant le plus taiblc taux 
d'jnnlphaheiismc. scion Ah¬ 
mad el Sous, charge au mi- 
nistcrc dc {'Education Je 
s'occupcr des reseaux educatifs 
exisiani cn marge du tradition- 
nel svsteme scolairc. 

Selon des staiistiques de 
1996. 44 l ?r dc la population du 
monde arabe est analphabete. 
soil environ 70 millions 
d'individus de plus de quinze 
ans. 

-On esiiine que le noinbre 
d’analplmbetcs sc monte u SSO 
millions d'aJulies dans les pays 
en voie dc developpcment. el 
plus Je 200 millions dans les 
pays industrialises-, poursui- 
vaii Frederico Mayor dans son 
discours. -Lobjcctif est qtien 
{’an 2000. quatre ac/ultes sur 
cinq soient capabtes de lire*. 

Le ministere jondanien de 
1'Education definit un anal- 
phabetc comme quelqu'un 
ayant depasse 1'aee de dix ans 
sans avoir fr£quent£ un £ta- 
blissement scolaire ou avoir ap- 
pris a lire ou 6crire. Les efforts 
ont commence tres Lot en Jorda- 


Dlettrisme et 
analphabetisme 

L'illeurisme et I*analphabetisme sont deux notions teen 
differentes. 

L'illeurisme correspond i la situation de ceux qui ont oubfid 
ou qui maitrisent mal les connaissances qu’ils ont acquises & 
l'£cole (.sens de 1‘ecrit. aisince de I'expression orale. logique 
du raisonnement et rep^res dans 1'espace ou le temps). 
L'illettre est done celui qui a en quelque sone nd&appris'* k 
lire. 

Le terme d’analphabete definit lui une personne qui n'a ja¬ 
mais cu de contact avec I'apprentissage de la lecture ou de 
1’ecriture. Dans 1‘etymologie du concept d'analphaWtisme, il 
demeure unc idde de privation de faeces au code de l'toiUl 


nie pour ramener le 
pourcentage tr&s haul 
qui existait au debut 
du sifecle, 90^-. au 
chiffre actuel de I2SL 
-La Jordanie a he rite 
d'ttnc ignorance qu'il 
fallait combattre *. ex- 
plique Ahmad el 
Sous. -Au debut, cela 
s'estfait dans les mos- 
quees avec les sheikh 
rdigicax pour cip- 
prendre a lire le Co¬ 
ran. * A pres avoir ren¬ 
du l‘£cole obligatoire 
jusqu'ft Cage de seize 
ans en 1952. le gou- 
vcmement s’est cn- 
suile interessf b ceux 
qui passaient a iravers 
les mailles du systfeme 
cducatif. 

Des enseignements 
existent depuis en 
marge du traditionnel 
systSme scolaire. Ils 
s'adressent k tous. peu 
importe I'age. et vont 
du niveau el6mentaire 
a celui du bnccolau- 
reat. Au cours du ni¬ 
veau etementaire. 

I'^ISve suit un pro¬ 
gramme d'alphaWti- 
sation. *Lc but Je 
cette formation •. ex- 
plique Ahmad el 
Sous, test que les 
aJultes soient capa- 
bles de lire el ecrire grdee d 
deux heures de cours par jour 
apres une annee 

d'enseignement. Us peuvent en- 
suiie suivre des matieres gener¬ 
alises telles que les tnaihema- 
riques. la religion ou les 
sciences, ou bien choisir des 
maiieres plus techniques 
comme matemite pour les 
femmes ou agriculture pour les 
hommes. - 

Exposition 



UUnesco a pour objectif qu'en Van 2000, quatre aduties sur cinq 
soient capables de lire ou de compter dans le monde entier. 


Ceux ou celles qui souhaitent 
ensuite poursuivre leurs etudes 
' ont le choix entre des cours du 
soir ou bien par comespon- 
dance. •Chacun est libre de 
s 'organiser en fond ion de son 
emploi du temps. Le plus im¬ 
portant est que tous pcissent 
I'examen devaluation a la fin 
dc I'annec. - 

On compte aujourd’hui 607 
centres d'&iucation pour lutte r 
centre I'analphabetisme dans 


Darat al Funun cede tout son espace a Fart 

Da rat al Funun a ouvert ses galeries et son jardin a neuf expositions differentes dans le cadre de 
la manifestation Ete 96. Dissimulees dans un parterre de fleurs ou accroehees au cimaises d y un 
mur, les oeuvres de nombreux artistes contemporains se sont emparees de ce centre d'arts. 


Initiee l annee pas- 

sde seulcment. la serie des Etes 
de Darat a I Funun semble etre 
deja devenue rituelle. s'^talant 
de la tin du mois d'aoCit au dc- 
buL du mois d'oetobre. Situe 
sur les ruines d'une basilique 
byzantine elle meme construite 
sur les restes d’un temple ro- 
main. au pied d'une collinc ter- 
rassce qui cache dans son jar- 
din luxuriant une residence 
eelebre par les person nalites 
qui 1'ont hubitee. le sanctuairc 
culiurel de Darat al Funun 
prend ame comme par magie ct 
participe activement au proces¬ 
sus ortistique du pays. 

Dans ce havre privitegie. des 
artistes jordaniens. deja consa- 
erts ou en voie de s'affirmer. 
engagent un dialogue pan¬ 


arabe ouvert et ertalif avec 
leurs confreres venant du 
monde entier. dans un langage 
modeme et diversific. 

Le jardin et le studio de 
sculpture en plein air accueil- 
Icnt des formes artistiques qui 
brisent la dimension tradition¬ 
nel le de 1'arL -C'cst la liberie 
que I'arlisle prend quand il se 
laisse porter par I'instinct de 
sortir Je son atelier, a la quete 
en »aria aperla » ties out res 
valours de la commimicaticm 
eiure objets. ntaiiere. espace et 
ouvenure d’esprit- explique Je 
critique d'art Dr.Mazen Asfour. 

L'exposilion *£t^ 96* mise 
sur le jeu espace ouvert/espace 
fcrnuL ainsi que sur le rapport 
plus profond entre modemisme 
et classicisme de I'art contem- 



L 'exposition Ete 96 est presentee jusqu 'au 8 octobre au 
centre Darat al Funun. dans Ie quartier de Jebel Weibdeh 


porain jordanien qui se definit. 
selon le meme critique, par un 
•eclectisme product if* dans le 
sens ou un large £ vent ail de 
choix stylistiques contribue b 
-I'cnrichissement du goilt et dc 
la perception artistique. * 

• Ce que I'on a voulu montrer 
cel ete. e'est quelque chose de 
nouveau et de novateur ». ex- 
plique Ali Fawaz Maher, direc¬ 
ieur de la Fondation Shoman 
Darat a! Funun. Dans cettc op- 
tique, les artistes rasscmbles a 
Darat ai Funun se sont concen¬ 
tres sur l'e.xp£rimentation. Pen¬ 
dant toute l annee. plusieurs ate¬ 
liers ont £te organises sous la 
coordination de personnalitcs 
du monde des arts. Les r£sultats 
saisissants de ces experiences 
sont presents dans cinq des 
neuf expositions actuelles. 

L'exposilion Al Basra. n£e 
autour d'un concept propose 
par Nasser Soumi. est 1‘aruvre 
collective de huil artistes. Les 
cr&iteurs installent des objets 
quelconques (fruits, plames s£- 
ch£es. tfssus. ...1 provenant de 
Jordanie -la seule condition 
avanc£c-. dans des caisses en 
bois aussi insigniRantes que 
celles trouv£es dans n'importe 
quel marche de la vilJe. 

Ainsi ces modestes caisses 
deviennent des objets artis¬ 
tiques k leur tour grace b ce 
precede d'-instaJlatiom-. Ce 
terme ddfinit une nouvelle 
forme d'art qui £volue en fonc- 
tion de 1'espace et du temps. La 
philosophic sous-jacence est 
celle de la •coniinui/e par la 
transformation • et -I'infinite 
des possibility que Van offre*. 
selon M. Soumi. 

Le jardin de Darar al Funun 
se prete a merveille a la strate¬ 
gic consistent b conf£rer un 
pouvoir sans precedent au ca¬ 
dre. caract£ristique typique dc 
fan conceptuel. L'exposilion 
ponam sur des pyramides de 
miroirx demontre que tout est 
possible quand I'imaginationest 
sans limite. Sous les jeux dc 
lumferc. la beauui naiurelle est 
refi£t€e ct perdue b un double 


niveau: le visiteur 
saisit J'objei d'an 
dans un contexte in£- 
dit et simultanement. 
la nature semble se 
dccouvrir cfle-meme 
d’une fa^on narcis- 
sique dans les fa- 
cettes multiples du 
miroir. 

La meme philoso¬ 
phic sc laisse deviner 
dans la sculpture de 
1'Irakien Ali Taleb. 

Un immense visage 
androgyne couche 
dans le janJin persiste 
a regarder le ciel apres la mort. 
11 est entre dans le cycle infini 
de la nature. La dialectique de 
la vie et de la mort rendue ici 
par la relation organique/non- 
organique est double par la fu¬ 
sion qui sc realise entre I'art ct 
la nature. 

«*l/n app6tit profond 
de tradition* 

Une autre artiste irakienne. 
Nuha Al radi. s'est promen£e 
dans Ie labyrinthe du jardin de 
Darat a I Funun I'annee passde. 
L'exposilion qu'elle avail alors 
presentee. L'ari de Vembargo, 
est toujours lb. Ses creatures 
zoomorphiques ct personnages 
humains. des bons hommes 
faits de maticrcs les plus hum¬ 
bles tpierres. pieces de recupe¬ 
ration...j. ont debarque dons un 
monde absurde ct suffocant el 
sent rest£s paralyses dans leur 
etonnement perpetuel. Disper¬ 
ses dans Ic jardin. ces cues bi- 
zarres se sont faits adopter et 
presque absorber par 
J'environnement qu'ils habitent 
depuis un an. 

La quete de la liberty artis- 
tique continue ft Darat ai Funun 
dans Jes ruines de J'egHse by¬ 
zantine oil I’on d£couvre avec 
emotion des mosaTques rea- 
lis£es par des eleves de I'fcolc 
de Mddaba. Cet ete. fes 
Mosaiques du paradis Licnnent 
compaenic aux queiques frag¬ 
ments de I'ancienne mosaique 
originaic aux motifs floraux 
que I'ont peur encore voir cn 



Une tete realisee par Ali Taleb 


face de la grotte. 

La visite de cette exposition 
Ete 96 se poursuit ensuite dans 
les espaces fermtrs du centre. 
Les ceuvres qui y sont presen¬ 
tees corroborant les propos du 
critique Mazen Asfour pour qui 
la nouvelle generation d'artisies 
jordaniens -est caracterisee 
par un appflit profond de tradi¬ 
tion-. Dans les galeries dc Da- 
rat al Funun. le passe habile 
meme les creations les plus no- 
vatriccs. 

Sous le toil de la maison 
bieue perch£e en haul du jardin. 
1'architectc Ammar Khammash. 
efilebre pour sa rcstauration et 
conservation de constructions 
anciennes dont Darat el Funun. 
expose une s£rie de photogra¬ 
phies chargdes d'histoirc. de 
tradition ei de sentiments. La 
confrontation avec le temps est 
dramatique. Des photos prises 
voila douze ans dans dc vieux 
t’illages jordaniens sont presen¬ 
tees aujourd'hui au public, alors 
que la piupart des maisons pho- 
tographides n'existent plus. 
Agees de 100 ou 150 ans. ces 
maisons ont die victimes du 
temps ou de 1'urbanisation. 

Cel die k Darat al Funun. les 
barricres du temps onr etc sup- 
primdes et Ic manage entre 
modemite et tradition consom¬ 
me. Dans ces conditions, 
icclcctisme dont parle Mazen 
Asfour ne peut etre que po$i- 
tif.B 

Anca de Maiq 


Evolution du pourcentage 
d’analphabetisme en Jordanie au 
sein de la population agee 
de plus de quinze ans. 

ANNEE 

TOTAL 

HOMMES 

FEMMES 

1961 

67,6 

47,2 

88 

1979 

34,6 

19,9 

49 

1987 

22,5 

12,1 

33 

1991 

19,5 

11 

28 

1994 

14 

9 

19 

1995 

12 

8 

18 


toute la Jordanie. 544 sont des¬ 
tines aux femmes et 63 aux 
hommes. Sur I'annee scolaire 
1995/1996. 10.053 personnes y 
ont suivi des cours: 7.430 ont 
obrenu le diplome initial 
d'alphabetisauon qui leur per- 
met de poursuivre leurs etudes. 

Les femmes, 
principales victimes 

Les femmes representent 
90^ des el't'ectifs scofarisds de 


ces centres. Beaucoup d'entre 
el les n'ont en effet pas eu la 
chance de suivre un cursus sco¬ 
laire classique dans leur jeu- 
nesse. a une epoque ou la 
femme pouvait difficilement 
sortir de son foyer. Et au¬ 
jourd'hui. certaines tiennent b 
acqudrrr un savoir dont elles 
ont eld privdes plus jeunes. 

• Les femmes, en general, tien¬ 
nent a ameliorer leur condition 
sociale el economique. Elles en 
ont aussi besoin pour aider 
leurs enfants Jans leurs etudes. 
Mais la motivation religieuse 
reste la principale. pour pou¬ 
voir tire le Coran-, explique 
Ahmad el Sous. 

Tous ces centres sont super-. 
visds ei subvenlionnds par ie 
mmistdre de 1'Education. -On - 
dispose d'un budget annuel de 
25 millions de dinars pour fi- 
nanccr les centres, payer les 
professeurs et acheter le mate¬ 
riel pedagogique necessairc 
ajoute El Sous. 

L'Unesco contribue aussi au 
financement de ecs centres 
dans le cadre de ses pro¬ 


grammes d'education pour 
tous. Cette organisation en¬ 
courage aussi les efforts dans 
ce domaine en distribuant des 
recompenses aux pays lultanl 
activement contre l'unaipha- 
betisme. La Jordanie avait ainsi 
obtenu voilb deux ans une im¬ 
portance distinction pour son 
action. 

Lors de la conference inter¬ 
nationale sur I'dducation pour 
tous qui a eu lieu b Amman en 
juin dernier, la presidente du 
comitd executif de la fondation 
caritatrve Nour al Hussein, 
ln'am Moufti. avait repdte 
1'importance de ce combat cen¬ 
tre I'anaiphabdtisme. «Ces gens 
sont des combattanis qui, mal- 
gre les difficuties economiques 
et sociales de leur vie, ont lutte 
pour atteindre leur but. Us ti- 
tustreni avec leur leur histoire 
Vimportance de Veducation, et 
nous i/u'iient d accenluer en¬ 
core nos efforts dans 
Vavenir. 

Oroub el Abed 


Economie 

Un don de 100 millions 

Dans les mois a venir ; la Jordanie 
recevra 100 millions d'ECU de VUnion 
europeenne dans le cadre de sa 
politique de reajustements economiques. 


«En etablissant un 

ratio par rapport ait nombre 
d'habitants. la Jordanie est le 
pays le plus aide de la zone 
medilerraneene par I’Vnion eu- 
ropfenne-. explique Vincent 
Depaigne. responsable gdogra- 
phique pour la Jordanie aupres 
de (’Union europdenne. 

Avec I'annonce d'un don de 
100 millions d’ECU (125 mil¬ 
lions de dollars), I'Union euro- 
-peenne tUE) a lenu b rappeler 
son engagement Economique 
auprbs du royaume hachEmite 
pour mener k bien son pro¬ 
gramme de reajustements econ¬ 
omiques qui devrait lui permel- 
tre de signer prochainement un 
accord d'association curo- 
meditErraneen. 

Cette nouvelle aide est es¬ 
sence llement destinEe b com- 
blcr en partie le deficit de la 
balance des paiements du pays. 
Elle devrait etre versEe en deux 
tranches, I'une de 60 millions 
d'ECU des le mois d'oetobre et 
I'autre en ddeembre. 

Cette somme quaiifiEe 

effort massif de I'Union eu¬ 
ropeenne pour I'annee 1996•> 
par Vincent Depaigne, cor¬ 
respond au meme montant 
d'aide distribuEe par I'Union 
europEenne & la Jordanie ces 
quatre demi&res anndes. - Cette 
aide viem en soutien pour tout 
ce que la Jordanie a accompli 
ces demieres annees dans le 
processus de pair. Il est neces- 
saire d'aider les economies des 


pays quijouent un role stabilis- 
ateur dans la region a sc con- 
solider*. ajoute Vincent De¬ 
paigne. 

Ce don de 100 millions 
d'ECU s'inscrit dans la ligne du 
programme europcen MEDA 
adoptE en juiliet 1996 confor- 
memeni aux principes de la 
declaration eura-medit£rra- 
neene de Barcelone. Un des ob- 
jectifs de cette de declaration 
est de renforcer la cooperation 
Economique exisfant entre Jes 
pays membres de I’Union ei 
douze pays mediterraneens 
pour arriver a la crEation d'une 
zone de libre-Echange. Pour 
que ce partenariat soil possible, 
chaque pays de la zone mEdi- 
terranEene doit respecter un 
certain nombre de criteres 
Economiques. La Jordanie de- 
vrail prochainement signer cet 
accord, seuls queiques points. 
noiamment dans le domaine 
agricoic. nEcessiiant des nEgo- 
ciations suppiEmentaires. SeTon 
Yves Gazzo. repre sen tant de 
I'UE a Amman, •la signature 
de cet accord devrait pauvair 
avoir lieu avaru la fin de 
I'annee. - 

La Jordanie deviendrail ainsi 
Eligible a une partie de i'aide de 
12 milliards de dollars (prets et 
dons), que I'Union europEenne 
a promis aux pays mEditErra- 
nEens signataires sur les cinq 
annEes a venir.H 

Olivier Bras 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda fran^ais d'Amman . ... 

Cinema 

"Le souper « d'Edouard Molinaro avec Claude Bras- 
seur et Claude Rich. 

Le 23/09 a 20h00 au Centre culturel frant^is. 

Exposition 

«Tapis volants*. Une exposition reunissant jusqu'au 24 
septembre au CCF des tapis realises par des artistes 
rranqais ou originaires du Maghreb et du Moyen-Orient 
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Government Depts. 



To book ijolt Advertisement Graphic anb Designs on t.ic electron.e Gign 3oards cn 1 
Of SAFEWAY Bldfl., GSHNANA Center - Jabal Alhucsien £> DOWNTOWN call 


The Pnmc Ministry.0412! I 

Amman Greater Municipality.63b! 11 

Agriculture...6S6151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.600141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.65o39! 

Education Jc Higher Education.6691 SI 

Energy &. Mineral Resources.SI56IS 

Finance. 636321 

Foreign Aflame.644361 

Industry & Trade .. .663191 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry .663111 

Justice.663101 


Labour.69S186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning .644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health.665131 

Public Works & Housing .66S481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism Jt Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.60470! 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian..644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek. 671331/2 


Hungarian. 

Icelandic Consulate .... 
Indian. 

.815614 

. 698851 

_ 637262 


8*>S9I1 

Iraqi. 

. 639331 

. 638185 

Japanese . 

... 672486/7 
... 675135/8 

Libyan. 

.. 693101/3 


Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.b86 ] 55 

Pakistani .. 622787 

Palestine. 677517 

People’s Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines... 645161 , 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666, 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian. 814154/6 1 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki. Consulate . 645312 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish..614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 1 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan....:. O71530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish :. 641251 

U.A.E. .. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 



667IP9 


ft414in 


6941107 

Air Canada. 

..63US79 

Air France. 

Air India . 

. 666055/667824 
.688301/2 

Air Lanka . 

__68’’14t) 

Alitalia.b25203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Austrian Airline 
Balkan Airlines 
British Midland 

693845/694604 

. 665909 

. 694802 

British Airwavs 

. 828801 


. 628596 


. 636232 

Cyprus Airwavs 

. 667028 



Egypt Air. 

.630011 

. 643341 

Gull Air. 

.653613 


Hungarian Airline?. . 622275 

Ihena.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 


Korean Airlines ... 670624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malavsian Airline 639575/653446 
E. 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

A 


Polish Airlines 


Royal Jordanian 


Scandinavian Airlines. 604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info. . {08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar ...‘. 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday lnt’l.312426 

Miramar.314340 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 

192/621111 

Civil Defence H.U. 193/198/1 ^9 

Fire Brigade. 

622(1911/93 

Ambulance. 

. 199 

Blond Hank. 

. ... 775121 

Traffic Police ... 62594.V(i397l»? 

Traffic Accidents. 

.. 8*>7467/S 

Hidiwuv Police . 

... 787Ml 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity. 

...642441/2 1 

Al-Alili. Ahduli . 

... 664164/0 

AI-Bashir. Ashralich . 

.77511 |/2n 

Al-Mu.islict Hospital. . 

frf»7227/*i 

Amal Ho.spii.il. 

.074155 | 

Arrnv. Maika. 

1/15 

Hussein Medical tVnirc . S138 M 

lUlian-AI-Muli.ijrccn. . 

.77711)1/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity . (>42J(i2 

Kluledi Mater ml v . .. . 

.6442S1/6 

MaJhas. J. Amman 

. 6.36141 

Palestine, Shnicisam.. 

6<>4 I7//4 

Queen Alia Hospital. . 

(il)224(J/5l) 

! Shmcis.im Hospital . . 

. ... t,07431 

The Islamic. AhJali .... 

666127/37 ! 

Unisersity Hospital.. . 

.. . 845X45 ! 

General 


Amman Municipalilv 

. 843402 

Elcctrieitv Complaints 

. 121 

Prices complaints. 

. 666181 

Hold complaints. 

. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints 

. 896390 

Water Complaints. 

(>56390/91 

Jordan Television. 

773111/19 

Radio Jordan. 

.774111/19 

Posi Office Info. 

750981/2/3 

Telephone Informal ion 

i.121 



Special offer 

From t until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 

jf'e". 3$ti 

Lv o3 ~ <!> O’ «*' 


businessman GUIDE 


i'fci Comfort \ 

^ Hotel Suites 

Luxury!™: 

.® Comfort ! 

8 Service, ~ 

_ 4*”* ; 

.?* Location 

In the of | 2 
Sweifyieh 1 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAMK THAT YOU TRUST 

r- y 

- J,; « 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


• : rv 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 





r » HOSPITALITY * 1 

>\ 

t ° 

CC 2 

S ,o 

mJ\ ICC 

O IS 

UJ < 
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*Hut 


“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal " 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star Jiving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 




Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin Irtaiifi nt 
O Make-up ' 

O European manicures & 
padicures 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 





NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 




Many Villas & AparicmenLs 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent &. Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865665. Fax. SI0520 
Abdoun. Almouhiasch Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 


Tel: 6 66 705 




The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7.-00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


i vie 


iwiel^ / 
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rfun 1 
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SafeTvav-Tel: 68531 1 





7th circle. Tel. 820099 


US CEN7BE FOB flUIGS SEMES ^ 

*Professional Drycleaning , 

\.Eia37 *Shoes Repair . 1 

* Darning _ 

* Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber <£ Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


, _JJB p V b. v 

i rr 

carriage carriage RentaCar 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: : > 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 


CARRIAG E CA RRIAGE 






VVasfi Al- Tal SL 
Tel: 695180 


Fax: <82525 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone: 821656 & 814714 


we offer:- 

❖ Computerized Engine Check 4r Electro Mechanical car check -jf : 
Automatic & Manual car wash services 4? wheel balance maintanance ~ 

4* Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal $t Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 - ‘ 



IWM 

pn sw”'. 
y: a. 


Not all “ cafe f s u are 
zfi created equal 
Jrv A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 




3j.— - "I' •! 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Al- Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle Eas t Bank Bldg. Tel 698005 


WfB M % 




























































































































































































































Apple incorporates the latest processors in new Power 

Macintosh lines: 

PowerPCs defy the speed barriers 









The leased lines of the Internet and their costs: 

A socialist utopia or 
an exploiter's haven? 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

A WHILE ago. the leftist 
Egyptian magazine Al Yassar. 
heralded the Internet as a "so¬ 
cialist phenomena" worthy of 
appreciation. The Internet— 
having no single owner and 
serving millions— embodied 
the cherished socialist notion 
of: "each according to his ca¬ 
pacity to each according to his 
need." 

Unfortunately, this utopian 
claim doesn't 
survive the close - — 

scrutiny of the 
Internet which re- _ 

\cals the pres- fjg fflk 

enee of the "ex- jgg 

plotting" and the ® 113 

"exploited" ES ' 1 

amongst Internet &£ J n 

servers and their jg | 1 

users. ' * 

Being on Inter- jjre ■ | 

net Service Pro- 
’■idcr t ISP i cn- 
'nil.s investing in im ,z*.\ET 

a leased line to ———- 

connect your 
workstation to another, thai is 
already connected to the Inter¬ 
net. 

The cost of leased lines vary 
according to their capacity 
•measured in hies l secondi and 
their destination ta leased line 
to Egypt costs less than a 
iea’-cd line to the US). For ex¬ 
ample. the leased line of 64 
kbps that Global Onc/Sprini 
Jordan i Jordan's only ISP) uses 
to connect its servers to the 
US. costs a ninnthh lee of 
•Id.OOO. 

As the Internet is basically 
the amalgamation of public and 
private Internet servers with 
i ary inc costs of leased lines, it 


becomes evident that costs are 
shouldered by the owners of 
these sen ere. A typical v isit to 
an Internet serve r. through 
sending an email message or 
visiting a web page, would pass 
through an average of 10 inter¬ 
mediary servers, hence utilizing 
their leased lines without pay¬ 
ing them for that use. Subscrib¬ 
ers in Jordan, tor instance, 
would pu> their ISP » ho. in 
turn, would pay for its leased 
line fees to the' Internet server 
to which it is directly connect¬ 



ed and to Jordan's TCC. but the 
remaining eight or more servers 
will have their leased lines ca¬ 
pacity taken up by the users in 
Jordan, without any means for 
reimbursement. 

To make things more com¬ 
plicated. the Internet's robust 
protocols of directing traffic 
through what is referred to os 
"load balancing" makes it im¬ 
possible to exactly know which 
path an email message or a web 
request passes, so as to allow 
for remuneration for using 
leased line capacity. 

Load Balancing is used by 
routers (the devices that con¬ 
nect a computer or a worksta¬ 


tion to the Internet) to direct 
traffic on the basis of the short¬ 
est path. This varies depending 
on the situation of the Internet 
servers at any given time. 
Routing happens through the 
proper direction of email mes¬ 
sages and Internet traffic to the 
Domain Name Servers with 
their specific IP numbers, 
which serve specific domain 
names of fhe form "Arab.net" 
or "Nets.com.jo." 

The "multi-homed" Internet 
servers tthose with more than 
one leased line) are 

_ the "exploited 

class" of Internet, 
because they are the 
ones which act as 
intermediary servers 
that route traffic be¬ 
tween multitudes of 
domain name serv¬ 
ers, Thus many us¬ 
ers use their leased 
line capacity with¬ 
out paying them for 
that use. even 
though the servers 
-I directly connected 
to them do. 

The "exploiting class - ' of 
servers, consists of the Internet 
servers with only one leased 
line and whose Domain Name 
servers have no further sub- 
domains connected to them. 

Jordan's ISP server was in¬ 
tentionally made a "dead-end 
line" so as to make sure the 
narrow bandwidth is only used 
by Jordanian subscribers and 
not used by the millions of In¬ 
ternet users that don't pay any 
subscription fees. 

According to Mr Nader 
Kawar from Global One. Jor¬ 
dan's Internet server doesn't 
have any servers that depend 
on it for routing Internet traffic. 


ONE MONTH alter Motorola 
announced the introduction of 
its latest PowerPC processors, 
the 603e and the 604e. Apple 
has already announced a range 
of Power Macintosh computers 
that will utilize these 

processors. 

Apple has launched its Per- 
forma 6403 range for multime¬ 
dia. running at speeds of 

ISOMHz and 200MHz. with 
16MB RAM and huge hard 
disk space of up” in 2 

Gigabytes. 

Performa 6400 systems arc 
aimed at demanding multime¬ 
dia and graphics applications, 
coming complete with full mul¬ 
timedia features including and 
costing around S2.399 to 
S2.799 on the international 

market. 

Also, and as part of Apple's 
commitment to high-end users, 
the company is introducing the 
new Power Macintosh 9500 
range, running at speeds of 


ISOMHz and 200MHz. these 
systems utilize the 604e pro¬ 
cessor. Old users of the Power 
Macintosh 9500 will be able to 
upgrade their systems, through 
a special card" that also pro¬ 
vides an additional 32 mega¬ 
bytes of RAM. 

What makes Lhe new 9500 
range stand out is its ability to 
incorporate multiple processors 
(parallel processors), introduc¬ 
ing affordable multiple pro¬ 
cessing to users. 

Among the other additions 
to the Power Macintosh range 
will be the Power Mac 8500 
running at ISO MHz and the 
Power Mac 7200 running at 
132 MHz. The idea behind this 
massive jump in speed and the 
utilization of multiple process¬ 
ing is tu serve power users in 
fields like desktop pubfishing, 
video editing and others. 

Current Power Macintosh 
users will be provided with an 
upgrade option, by which their 


systems will so all the way up 
to ISOMHz. ~ 

On another track, there is 
news that Apple's engineers 
are working on a new line of 
computers to be called 'Power 
Express', or ‘Power Mac Pro'. 
These will be PowerPC sys¬ 
tems that utilize the 604e pro¬ 
cessor. runnins at speeds of 
250.225 and ISOMHz. 

Apple has unveiled its plans 
to Macintosh licensees like 
Power Computing and others, 
in order to maintain simultane¬ 
ous development and to guar¬ 
antee that the laical PowerPC 
systems will create the 
required impact. 

IBM and Motorola are cur¬ 
rently working towards laying 
the basis for the third and 
fourth generations (G3 & G4j 
of PowerPC processors. With 
the fourth generation, it is 
expected thin PowerPC sys¬ 
tems will hit the 600 MHz 
speed mark. ■ 


Free upgrades to NetWare 4.11 & GroupWise 5 


NOVELL HAS announced a 
free upgrade programme to 
GroupWise 5 for customers of 
GroupWise. SofiSolutions and 
MHS: the upgrade also applies 
to NetWare 4.1 customers who 
will be entitled to a free 
upgrade to NetWare 4.11 (for¬ 
merly Green River). Both 
GroupWise 5 and NetWare 
4.11 are currently in open beta. 

The GroupWise 5 upgrade 
promotion began on I August, 
and will end 30 days after 

and its Domain name server 
only serves the "go.com.jo" 
domain name which is basi¬ 
cally the server itself. This 
allows for optimal utilization of 
the expensive bandwidth that 
Global One uses and disallows 
any free rides through the 
expensive leased circuit.” 

With the discovery of the i 
"exploiting" and the 
"exploited" on the Internet, the 1 
editors of Al Yassar should 
probably realize that their 
notion of the Internet as some 
egalitarian phenomena, is 
flawed. 

One can even expect that 
they will soon rc-adjusl their 
views regarding the Internet- 
equating it with their views on 
capitalism, by saying that the 
Internet may eventually col¬ 
lapse under the “forces of its 
own contradictions”! ■ 

email: 

Abbassi@NETS.coro.jo 

:3.2TC<rjuca«r 4 *.rjc-y^rv. / a-. 


GroupWise 5 ships. However, 
applicants must register for 
their upgrade no later than 
January 31. 1997. 

The NetWare 4.11 upgrade 
promotion starts August 15. 
1996 and will continue for 30 
days after NetWare 4.11 ships. 
The NetWare promotion is 
open to all customers who pur¬ 
chase NetWare 4.1 within that 
time period. 

The deadline for submitting 
applications lor free NetWare 


upgrades will be 60 days after 
NetWare 4. 1 1 ships. 

"This promotion rewards 
customers who lake advantage 
of our technology now." said 
Chris Solomon, technical man¬ 
ager at Novell Middle East. 

'“Customers who need our 
technology today can buy with 
the assurance that they arc 
guaranteed a migration path to 
The next generation of technol¬ 
ogy. as well as the most com¬ 
petitive pricing possible." ■ 


News update 


Acer announces 200MHz 
system 

• Acer Computer has 
announced its first 200MHz 
Intel Pentium system, pulling 
Acer systems at the absolute 
lop speed available. 

Intel developed the Pentium 
200MHz processor un the basis 
of 35 Micron technology, 
which is very advanced. Users 
can expect blistering speed on 
demanding applications like 
multimedia and business. 

For more information on 
availability of the latest Acer 
20UMHz range, contact Tan- 
tash Information Technology 
Group tTISGl at telephone 
689252 or Special Systems Ser¬ 
vices tSSC) .it telephone 
6S2131: both of whom repre¬ 
sent Acer in Jordan. 


Epson introduces its first 
Windows Printer 

0 Epson has recently 
announced its first 600 dpi 
primer based on the Windows 
priming System (WPS). The 
new EPL-5500W is a laser 
printer aimed at the small and 
home business sector, catering 
for users in need of fast quality 
priming, as it provides six 
pages per minute. The primer 
was developed in cooperation 
with Microsoft to utilize the 
advantages offered hv WPS. 
which surpass the standard 
Graphics Device Interface for 
printers under Windows. The 
WPS converts data headed 
towards the primer into Source 
Description Code, rather than 
the regular method of convert¬ 
ing into bitmap files. 
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Lack of computer market info: 

No data on Jordan 

DURING THE Iasi few- weeks. I was approached by a couple 
of people, a foreign student and a researcher, with a similar 
question, which basically went as follows: "Where can I get 
statistical information about the Jordanian computer market 
and the penetration of information systems in business? 

Upon promising them to help. 1 set out to perform the task 
of simply locating the information. Of course, it turned out to 
be far from simple. 

First. I started with some official bodies, none ol whom had 
conducted a studv or research on the topics mentioned, but 
who recommended I check with semi-governmental or volun¬ 
tary organizations involved in the field. So. I checked with 
officials from the Jordan Computer Society, who suggested 
that 1 contact the National Information Center (NIO. Yet. 
upon calling the NIC. they told me that they were almost sure 
that such solid information had never been documented in a 
studv. It seemed like it is lhe lime to hop onto the other side of 
the fence and check with private enterprises. Surely, with their 
sense of initiative, somebody would have something on the 
Jordanian information technology market. 

Apparently not. Most companies I talked to. mainly com¬ 
puter companies, said that they had their own cMimatio'ns but 
that's all they were: merely estimations and not surveys. They 
all agreed that it would really help their business to have stud'- 
ics on their market, but none of them knew of any. 

Thin us were beginning to get really lough, so I derided to 
check with some big buyers of information technology like 
banks who provided me with a spark of hope, as they had con¬ 
ducted their own surveys on particular matters of information 
technology, pertaining to their interests. They were not general 
studies on" the computer market, hut studies of the most popu¬ 
lar and commonly used hardware platforms and database soft¬ 
ware in banking. Still, this information was a very small part 
of what was required. I decided it was time to go as far as to 
disturb a friend of mine who worked for the best-known infor¬ 
mation technology consultancy firm in the country, who 
looked very- hard in his company's archives: hui siill couldn't 
find one single report performed on the subject. So. by then. I 
hud to surrender to the painful truth: There simply isn't any 
researched information on the subject. 

It is very unfortunate that not one single research body, gov¬ 
ernmental or private, has taken upon itself the tusk of survey¬ 
ing the Jordanian computer and information technology mar¬ 
ket. "We heard of many attempts and even met with some so- 
called researchers, but never >een )be results." commented the 
general manager of j Jordanian company that deals in a lead¬ 
ing PC brandr Here it is wnrth attempting to examine the rea¬ 
sons behind the failure of previous attempts and the non¬ 
existence of current studies in the making. For one thing, it 
may nai be financially feasible. A commercial researcher's 
efforts arc rewarded by revenue, resulting from either lhe sale 
of the information or originally being contracted and paid to 
perform such studies on behalf of interested companies. Nei¬ 
ther case seems to have taken place in Jordan 

The best, most accurate figures. I could get my hands on 
stated very loosely that, during I9«5. -HJ.nno computers were 
sold in Jordan. Syria and Lebanon. These were quoted as 'esti¬ 
mations' in a business magazine, without any reference to 
sources. Obviously, it is a rough estimation. How much did 
Jordan account for the 40.000 computer systems? Well, it’s a 
my story and probably will remain one. 

"Why not tell voar friends to base their reports on hypotheti¬ 
cal information." suggested a chief librarian I talked to. "It's 
quite obvious that no one has bothered to do it." she said. 
"Maybe it's just the way we are: following our senses about 
the market rather than acting upon hard facts." she added. 

I don't know, maybe us Jordanians are the most skillful trad¬ 
ers in the world, able to function in a market were their is vir¬ 
tually no information. Or maybe, just maybe, we're in for a 
major commercial disappointment, unless someone Joes some¬ 
thing soon. Any volunteers' 1 ■ 
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Maradona to seek medical 
advice about playing future 
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LONDON—Diego Maradona, 
who said two weeks ago he 
had played his last soccer 
game, will seek medical 
advice next week about con¬ 
tinuing his career. 

The 35-ycar-old Argentine, 
once regarded as the world's 
best soccer player, arrived in 
London Saturday on a 

flight from _ 

Madrid to - " c *) 

give out r' T E .v, 

Sunday at \ v 

a junior 

soccer i _ 

tournament. \^ m 
Although \ . 

he declined to 5 -— 

speak with 

reporters, members of his 
entourage said he would go to 
Alicante. Spain on Monday for 
medical advice about his play¬ 
ing future. 

The 35-year-old Argentine, 
who completed a IG-doy treat¬ 


ment program for drug abuse 
Iasi month in Switzerland, has 
been on a "semi-holiday’ in 
recent weeks in Canada and 
the Caribbean. 

Two weeks ago in Canada, 
he played what was billed as 
the last game of 
his career. He 
"""7 C\ scored the win- 
A B. . ning goal in a 
\ game 
\ ^ elwcen his 

*’ 5, •' ;'oromo- 

based Italia 
team and a team 
of all-stars from the 
seven-team Canadian National 
Soccer League. 

Maradona entered the Swiss 
drug treatment program after 
he was harshly criticized for 
missing five straight penalties 
for his Boca Juniors club. He 
is still under contract with the 
Boca team. ■ 
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FA brings in breath tests for players 


By John Goodbody 


LONDON—Soccer players are to 
undergo random breath tests after 
matches and training sessions as the 
Football Association begins a new drive 
to warn of the dangers of alcohol. 

The governing body's concern has 



been heightened by the revelation at the 
weekend from Tony Adams, the England 
defender and Arsenal captain, that he is 
an alcoholic, while Gordon Taylor, the 
chief executive of the Professional Foot¬ 
ballers' Association, has spoken of his 
worry about the 'pop-star lifestyles' of 
some leading players. 

The FA 

emphasized that 
it had planned to 
introduce these 
tests before the 
admission of 
Adams. How¬ 
ever. after sev¬ 
eral drugs scan¬ 
dals in football, 
the FA i> 
increasingly wor¬ 
ried about the 
reputation of the 
national game. 

Steve Double, 
an FA spokes¬ 
man. said: 'We 
will be testing 
players ql every 


prolcssionai League cluh this seas 
cither after matches or al the end of in 
ing sessions." 

"Last season, wc announced a p 
gram of 500 drugs tests that would 
carried out and. as pari of this p races: 
substantial proportion will inch 
breath-testing players for the presence 
alcohol." 

Double said that a positive test 
alcohol wnuld be rcgi.siered where 
player recorded a reading above 
drink-drive limit of 35 micrograms 
Iflr) millilitres of breath. "The object 
the exercise is to identify those play 
who do have a problem and bring this 
the attention ol the chib's medical stal 
he added. 

In the past two years. Paul Me ret 
Adams s Arsenal colleague, has admin 
using cocaine, and Roger Stanislaus. I 
Leyton Orient defender, tested positi 
for the same drug. In this period, eit 
professional players have been found 
have taken marijuana and one has tesl 
positive for amphetamines. ■ 





























